
Conflict Cases Research Journal
* Required

1. Conflict identifiers

Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
401961 

ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Cuba 

Startdate * 06/01/1958 (Ciment and Hill, p. 504) 

New Start Date: 5/24/1958 

Enddate * 01/02/1959 (Ciment and Hill, p. 504) 

Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
The start date was the first day of the month in which the rebels met and chose Fidel Castro as 
their leader. The end date was the date on which the new revolutionary government took charge. 

IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Fulgencio Batista 

Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Fidel Castro 

Rebel2 

Rebel3 

Rebel4 

Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 

Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
entire region (FoF 1958, p. 123) 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
4 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 

ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
1 

StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

New Code: 3 

Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
2 

New Code: 1 

Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 

CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 

ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 

The rebels attacked in multiple locations, often using guerilla tactics. They were not very 
numerous compared to the government’s army, but they were better-trained and better-led. (FoF 
1958, p. 42) 

New ForceDescrip: This conflict began with the launch of an offensive operation 
(Operation Verano) in late May 1958 by the Cuban government. Operation Verano included the 
use of air strikes and support for nearly 11,000 troops attempting to surround and eliminate the 
insurgent forces in Sierra Maestra. After a series of successful air strikes, the army surrounded 
Castro’s forces in Las Mercedes in July, but he requested a ceasefire and was able to escape. 
Around the same time, representatives of the various rebel groups met in Caceres to unite forces 
and designate Castro as the overall political and military leader. Despite significantly more 
advanced weaponry and larger numbers, the inexperienced army and their lack of knowledge 
regarding the terrain put the government forces at a severe disadvantage. After suffering serious 
losses, they were forced to abandon Operation Verano and retreat in August. Rebel forces 
continued attacking army barracks on a small scale throughout September, but their main 
counteroffensive efforts began in late October/early November. The government again attempted 
to counter with air strikes and support, but because fighting was now occurring in civilian-filled 
villages, this strategy was rendered useless. A combination of factors led to the defeat of the 
Batista-led Cuban government. Many Cuban soldiers had defected after the failure of Operation 
Verano and joined the rebel forces, and those soldiers who retreated left behind much of their 
weaponry and technology, which the rebel forces confiscated. Additionally, the lack of support for 
Batista and his government meant that the remaining soldiers had little loyalty to the cause. The 
final straw, however, was US withdrawal of support for Batista and his 
government/counterinsurgency effort. As a result, as rebel forces closed in on Havana, Batista 
fled the country on January 1, 1959. 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
40,000 (Ciment and Hill, p. 506) 

TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
4 

GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
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300 (Ciment and Hill, p. 506) 

RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
3,000 (Ciment and Hill, p. 504) 

RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
2 

RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
740 (FoF 1958) 

ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
3 

TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 

AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 

AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
0 

AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 

AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
0 

TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
0 

ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
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EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
N/A 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
N/A 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 (Ciment and Hill, p. 504) 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
4 (Ciment and hill, p. 504) 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 (Ciment and Hill, p. 504) 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
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0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Facts on File 1958. 
Ciment and Hill. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn 
Publishers, 1999. 
 
New Sources: 
1) Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York: 
Routledge. 
2) RAND 2013: Paul, Christopher, et al. 2013. Paths to Victory: Detailed Counterinsurgency Case 
Studies. Santa Monica, CA: RAND. 
3) Dixon, Jeffrey and Meredith R. Sarkees. 2016. A Guide to Intra-State Wars: An Examination of 
Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. SAGE 
Publications, http://dx.doi.org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.4135/9781452234205 
4) Joes, Anthony J. 2010. Victorious Insurgenicies: Four Rebellions that Shaped Our World. 
Lexington, KY: UP of Kentucky. 
5) Taber, Robert. 1961. M-26: Biography of a Revolution. New York: L. Stuart. 
 
Notes * 
 
New Notes: StartDatecurrently 06/01/1958 and the reasoning is cited as this is in the month in 
which the various rebel forces met and officially designated Castro as their leader. However, 
according to my sources, this meeting actually occurred in July 1958. Nevertheless, based off the 
information gathered from the sources and the StartDate provided by Dixon/Sarkees, Sambinis, 
and RAND, I would change the start date to 05/24/1958, the date when the Cuban government 
launched its first massive offensive against Castro’s forces (Operation Verano). This operation 
lasted until August and is the primary reason the rebel forces met and officially named Castro 
leader. 
 
-Strategicair= primary strategy used from May-August, rendered ineffective when fighting entered 
civilian villages 
-Ciment pg. 385 
-RAND pgs. 108-109 (Strategicair) 
-Joes ch. 3 (Strategicair) 
-Dixon/Sarkees (Strategicair) 
-Taber pgs. 267-268 (Strategicair) 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
412004  
  
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Haiti 
  
Startdate *  1/7/2004 
  
Enddate *  2/29/2004 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
End date refers to when President Aristide submits resignation 
  
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
 
  
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
FLRN 
  
Rebel2   
Gonaives Resistance Front 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”. 
Port Au Prince, Cap-Haitien, Gonaives, northern and central Haiti 
  
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
2 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Resettle *  What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
  
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
 
Haiti got rid of their government in the early nineties, this means that their "troops" were in fact police and 
civilian supporters. Their force and strategy mostly consisted of defensive techniques against the rebels 
and trying to prevent any further damage as well as defending Aristide.  
  
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
4000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops  
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
25 
  
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
300 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
25 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels.  
0 
  
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
  
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
  
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
  
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
  
ConflictEthnic *  Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).  
0 
  
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA.  
NA 
 
  
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  

10

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1



0 
  
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
10 
  

Conflict outcome variables  
  
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
0 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
  
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
  
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
 
Notes * 
 

11

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1



Multinational Peacekeeping force enters Haiti after Aristide is removed because of controversy related to 
his removal and supporters uprising 
 
  
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Park, Ken, Manager. 2005. Facts on File: World News Digest Yearbook 2004. United States: FACTS ON 
FILE News Services.  
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please email Johannes at jkarreth@uga.edu. 
  
* Required 
  

1. Conflict identifiers 
  
Conflict ID*  Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
421965 

● Original dataset 
● Clodfelter 2002, 706 

  
ConflictCountry*  In which country did the conflict occur? 
Dominican Republic 
  
Startdate* 04/24/1965 

● Clodfelter 2002, 706 
● Tilemma 1991, 17. 

  
Enddate*  05/07/1966 

● 08/31/1965 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
● 05/07/1966 (Ciment 1991 Vol 1 547-549) 

  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
   
IncGov* Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Government of the Dominican Republic/General Elias Wessin y Wessin 

● Clodfelter 2002, 706 
  
Rebel 1* Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Constitutionalists/ Led by Colonel Francisco Caamano Deno 

● Colonel Francisco Caamano Deno (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
● [Rebels] who called themselves Constitutionalists 

○ Clodfelter 2002, 706 
○ Tilemma 1991, 17. 
○ Ciment 1991 Vol I, 547-548. 

● Leftists (Original dataset) 
  
Coup* Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
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0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
Region* Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country” 
Fighting was concentrated in Santa Domingo, the capital of the Dominican Republic (Tillema 1991, 17.) 
  
Concentration* Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 

● Serious fighting followed within the capital, Santa Domingo. (Tillema 1991, 17.) 
  
IGO* Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 

● Original Case Notes Coded—  
○ 0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
○ 1 (Tilemma 1991, 17.) 

  
IGOname* Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the military 
intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
The Organization of American States (Tilemma 1991, 18.) 
NA (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
  
ForceModel* Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir* What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above).  
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Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1  
 
Resettle* What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction* What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the government’s 
military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical care, clean 
water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure* What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play in 
the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
NA  
 
Decap* What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data.  
Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill*  Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004)  
Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0  
 
CivTarget* To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces.  
Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
0 
 
ForceDescrip* A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the strategy 
(or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy over 
time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, different 
governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the variables 
coded above.  
 
U.S. forces were requested by the Dominican Republic and they successfully “cleared most parts of 
Santa Domingo previously seized by Constitutionalists” (Tilemma 1991, 17-18) 
  
NumTrps* Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict.. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
4000 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
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TrpCat* Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict.  
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
2 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
GovCas* Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without 
any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-
1000). If missing, enter NA  
500. (Clodfelter 2002, 707) 
  
RebelNumTrps* Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates are 
unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is coded 
as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
7700 

● 2,700 rebel soldiers and 5,000 armed civilians (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
RebelTrpCat* Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict.  
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
2 (Clodfelter 2002, 707) 
 
RebelCas*  Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
600 (Clodfelter 2002, 707) 
                     
ThreatSource* Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
TargHelp*  Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
AsstCombat*  Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
AsstArms*  Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
AsstEcon* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
 0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
AsstSanct* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the rebels 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
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TargSupp* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 

● Colonel Francisco Caamano Deno (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
ConflictEthnic* Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138)·         
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
EthnicGroups* When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA.  
NA (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
ConflictRelig* Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0  (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
ConflictIdeol* Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
ConflictSecess*  Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
LastCW* Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
41 

● Banditry and guerilla resistance was endemic…in the Dominican Republic until 1924. (Clodfelter 
2002, 425.) 

  

Conflict outcome variables 
 
 
Win* Who won the conflict? Coding: 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 (Original dataset) 
   
ConflictOutcome* Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military conflict. 
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Coding: 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents.. 3 The country was partitioned into two or 
more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 (Clodfelter 2002, 707.) 
  
GovComp* Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at Enddate)? 
 Coding: 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
3  

● American intervention no doubt led to the election of a rightist candidate, Joaquin Balaguer, in 
1966. (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 

  
Maintain* The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
3 (Clodfelter 2002, 707) 
  
MNF* Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0  (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
  
Sources*—  Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Clodfelter 2002, 706-707. 
 
Tilemma 1991, 17 -18. 
 
Ciment 1999 Vol 1, 541-542 
 
Tanca, Antonio. 1993. Foreign armed intervention in internal conflict. Boston, Massachusetts: M. Nijhoff 
Publishers. 
  
Notes * Brief coder notes on ambiguous, contradictory, and missing data for each case. 
 
[The] armed civilians who called themselves Constitutionalists appeared to be gaining the upper hand in 
the ensuing civil war…when unjustified fears by the American ambassador and the Johnson 
administration that the rebellion was about to fall into the hands of Castroite Communists provoked an 
American intervention called Operation Power Pack. (Clodfelter 2002, 706) 
 
One source (Tanca 1993, 165) suggested that the Constitutionalists were a leftists wing in the army that 
attempted a coup in 1965, but no other sources support this claim. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
701994 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Mexico 
 
Startdate * 1/1/1994 
 
Enddate * 1/31/1994  
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Actual start day not approximation. End date approximate 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Mexico (PRI) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
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administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Violence was concentrated in the Chiapas region of far southern Mexico. Fighting within Chiapas 
was concentrated in the town of Ocosingo. The EZLN also carried out attacks in the states of 
Peubla, Mihoacan and Mexico City. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
1 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 
 New Code: 1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 New Code: 3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
After the EZLN initially seized a number of towns in Chiapas on January 1, the government 
counter-attacked with heavy artillery, armored vehicles and aerial attacks. After intense fighting 
from January 3-6, the rebels retreated to nearby jungle. Several rebels who were captured or 
surrendered were sumarily executed, and nearly 200 people were “disappeared” or tortured 
during the government offensive. On January 10 the government proclaimed a unilateral 
ceasefire and offered amnesty to EZLN members. Sporadic fighting continued for the rest of 
January. Approximately 20,000 government troops were stationed in Chiapas during the uprising.  
 

New ForceDescrip: 
Government carried out aerial attacks on civilian villages as well as on-foot executions of 
civilians, who were forcibly removed from their cars and homes and murdered despite 
protesting their innocence (Collins, 779/Vargas, 68-73/La Botz, 6-7). These attacks 
occurred during the duration of the conflict, which lasted 12 days in January 1994. After 
which time, a cease-fire was declared and negotiations between the government and 
EZLN were attempted until the Zedillo Administration began targeting EZLN leadership in 
February 1995 (Golden/Fineman). This decap strategy occurred outside of our 
Startdate/Enddate. 

 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
175000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
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39 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
400 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
0 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
36 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
0 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
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EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
Various indigenous groups, primarily of Maya origin 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
0 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
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0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Brogan 
Ciment 
EACD 
UCDP 
Lacina UCDP 
Keesing’s 
 
New Sources: 
1) La Botz, Dan. 1995. Democracy in Mexico: Peasant Rebellion and Political Reform. 
Cambridge, MA:  South End Press. 
2) Vargas, Jorge. 1994. “NAFTA, the Chiapas Rebellion, and the Emergence of Mexican Ethnic 
Law.” California International Law Journal 25(1): 1-81 HeinOnline. 
3) Collins, Stephen. 2010. “Indigenous rights and internal wars: The Chiapas conflict at 15 years.” 
The Social Science Journal 47: 773-788, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.soscij.2010.05.006 
4) Golden, Tim. 1995. “Mexico Leaders Send Force to Arrest Rebels in South.” New York Times, 
Feb. 10,  ProQuest Historical Newspapers. 
5) Fineman, Mark. 1995. “Mexico Orders Arrest of Five Rebel Leaders.” Los Angeles Times, Feb. 
10, ProQuest Historical Newspapers. 
 
 
Notes *  
1) La Botz, Dan: pg. 6-8 (Strategicair, civtarget) 
2) Vargas, Jorge: pgs. 3-4, footnotes 16-18 (Strategicair, civtarget) 

--specific cases of civtarget: pgs. 68-73 
3) Collins, Stephen: pg. 779-781 (Strategicair, civtarget) 
-no measures taken to protect or improve lives of civilians—many were cut off from “food, medical 
care, and other social services” (La Botz, 7) 
-after the initial 1994 uprising, the rest of the year was spent attempting to negotiate with EZLN, 
the targeting of Subcomandate Marcos did not begin until 1995 under Zedillo Admin. 
(Golden/Finneman) 

Notes from Conflict Cases Spreadsheet:  
not in clodfelter; UCDP: Had negotiations, ceasefire, never an all-encompasing political 
agreement, safe to say government "won"; Sambanis: Government has continued escalating 
sitatuation, first negotiations after the conflict were not succesful. EACD: Has conflict continuing, 
but at low levels. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal  
 
 
 

1. Conflict identifiers  
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
901960  
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Guatemala  
 
Startdate * 7/18/1960 
  
Enddate * 5/6/1996 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
Enddate is date of peace accord signing. Startdate is date of first rebel uprising against Fuentes. The first 
mention of URNG is in 1982 according to Sarkees and Dixon even though nothing was done until 1985. 
The group is an alliance of four rebel groups. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Military Leadership (Gen. Ydigoras Fuentes) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
URNG  
 
Rebel2  
EGP 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
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Entire Country with concentrations in Guatemala City and then dispersed throughout country. 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
3 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate.   
  
ForceModel* Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2     
  
StrategicAir*  What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2     
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivAction* What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the government’s 
military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical care, clean 
water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2  
Original Case Notes 

● 1  
○ RAND Case Study Notes 
○ Sarkees and Dixon (2015) 

 
CivSecure* What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play in 
the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1  
 
Decap* What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1  
Original Case Notes 

● 2 
 
Resettle*—  3  

●  RAND Case Study Notes 
● Jonas (1006)  
● Sieder (1999) 

 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
1 
 
CivTarget*  To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3  
Original Case Notes 

● 2 
● RAND Case Study Notes 
● Sarkees and Dixon (2015)    

 
ForceDescrip* A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the strategy 
(or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy over 
time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, different 
governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the variables 
coded above.  
 
Force executed by the government varied from defense against the rebels to indiscriminately killing 
civilians in the rural areas of the country. They did their best to defeat the rebels by dispersing them and 
lowering their numbers to make them less organized and therefore less dangerous. Eventually their 
numbers did dwindle and they began peace talks in early 1966. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
38000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
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4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
10000 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
8000 

• UCDP cites 7500 as peak 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
6000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
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ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
6 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
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regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Sources*—    
 
Dixon, J. S., & Sarkees, M. R. (2015). A Guide to Intra-state Wars: An Examination of Civil, Regional, and 
Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. CQ Press.      
 
Rand Study Notes  
 
Jonas, S. (1996). Dangerous liaisons: the US in Guatemala. Foreign Policy, (103), 144-160.    
 
Sieder, R. (1999). Rethinking democratisation and citizenship: legal pluralism and institutional reform in 
Guatemala. Citizenship studies, 3(1), 103-118.   
 
EACD 2009  
 
The International Institute for Strategic Studies. 1983. Strategic Survey 1982-1983. Cambridge: The 
International Institute for Strategic Studies.    
 
Bearman, Sidney,Ed. 1988. Strategic Survey 1987- 1988. London: The International Institute for Strategic 
Studies  
 
Bearman, Sidney, Ed. 1997. Strategic Survey 1996-1997. Glasgow: The International Institute for 
Strategic Studies.    
 
Farrier, Marion, Ed. 1997. Facts On File Yearbook 1996. US:Facts on File News Services.   
 
Sobel, Lester, Ed. 1967. Facts on File Yearbook 1966. New York: Facts on File, Inc.   
 
Sobel, Lester, Ed. 1961. Facts on File Yearbook 1960. New York, Facts on File, Inc   
 
Orlofsky, Stephen, Ed. 1983. Facts on File Yearbook 1982. New York: Facts on File, Inc.   
 
Orlofsky, Stephen, Ed. 1984. Facts on File Yearbook 1983. New York: Facts on File, Inc. 
Notes *   
 
Resettlement is coded as 3 because the government had routinely used forced resettlement during the 
force of the war.  A handful of reliable sources, including the RAND Case study notes, Jonas (1006), and 
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Sieder (1999) describe in detail the forced resettlement policy of the government during the civil war.  For 
instance, RAND writes: “. Attempts at resettlement often involved forced relocations and COIN force 
coercion, which was frequently characterized by a scorched-earth campaign.” As another example,  
Jonas (1996) states: ““forced resettlement camps were set up in which every aspect of the people's lives 
was subject to direct army control. Mandatory army-controlled paramilitary "civilian self-de- fense patrols" 
(PACs) were also created, at one point involving 1 mil- lion Indian peasants, around 50 per cent of the 
adult male population.: (p. 147).   
 
Rand Study Notes : Resettlement-[Symbol]”“From an operational perspective, the new strategy was 
success- ful. However, COIN force gains were neutralized by unnecessary and counterproductive acts of 
brutality. Attempts at resettlement often involved forced relocations and COIN force coercion, which was 
fre- quently characterized by a scorched-earth campaign.371 As brutal as COIN force tactics were at 
times, they were also effective.”  
 
Jonas, S. (1996). Dangerous liaisons: the US in Guatemala. Foreign Policy, (103), 144-160. “forced 
resettlement camps were set up in which every aspect of the people's lives was subject to direct army 
control. Mandatory army-controlled paramilitary "civilian self-de- fense patrols" (PACs) were also created, 
at one point involving 1 mil- lion Indian peasants, around 50 per cent of the adult male population. These 
counterinsurgency institutions w constitution, the same document that paved later that year and a return  
(147-148).  
 
Sieder, R. (1999). Rethinking democratisation and citizenship: legal pluralism and institutional reform in 
Guatemala. Citizenship studies, 3(1), 103-118. “ Extreme repression was combined with a number of 
institutional mechanisms, including forced resettlement in some areas, and paramilitary ..”  
 
Decap is coded as 1 because there is a lack of reliable sources that clearly indicate the government 
targeted to try and capture or kill rebel leaders.  The URNG, which is a coalition of  a handful of rebel 
groups (FAR,  EGP, PGT, etc).  I looked up each leader  from the four guerilla groups that composed the 
URNG (i.e., Rolan Moran, Monsato,  Ilom) to see whether the government had actively tried to capture/kill 
the leader, and failed to find evidence.    
 
Civaction is coded  as 2 because of some minor evidence of civilian projects undertaken to counter rebel 
threat.   For instance,  Rand  and Dixon and Sarkees (2015) point out that socioeconomic plans were part 
of the COIN strategy, but do not go into further detail about the plans. Other sources do not mention 
civilian action projects.  Sarkees and Dixon (2015) also discuss that the government’s Operation Victory 
82 plan includes the civilian projects, but I am unable to find more information about the OV 82 from other 
sources.   
 
Rand Study Notes : Civ action-[Symbol] “The third piece of the new COIN strategy was the 
implementation of a comprehensive socioeconomic plan, based on the successful civic action programs 
of the 1960s. …“Civic actions were part of a three-pronged COIN strategy. “  
 
Dixon, J. S., & Sarkees, M. R. (2015). A Guide to Intra-state Wars: An Examination of Civil, Regional, and 
Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. CQ Press.    Civ action-[Symbol] “On March 23, 1982, the newly 
elected government of Gen. Angel Aníbal Guevara Rodriguez was overthrown by a group of military 
officers disenchanted with the government’s counterinsurgency strategy and who had the support of the 
business community and the United States. They handed leadership of a new junta to popular retired 
general Efrain Rios Montt, who then laid out a plan, Operation Victory ’82, which was designed to end the 
war in six months by combining the total elimination of the armed subversion with economic and social 
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development programs.”  
 
  
 
Civtargeting is coded as 3 because clear and reliable evidence point to the systematic targeting of the 
government’s campaign against the URNG. For instance, Sarkees and Dixon (2015) write that: “The 
implementation of Operation Victory ’82 began in earnest on July 8, 1982, and produced a reign of terror 
against the Mayan people: tens of thousands of Mayan civilians were massacred and subjected to 
indiscriminate aerial bombing….”  
 
  
 
Rand Study Notes : Civ targeting-[Symbol]”Guatemala’s COIN campaign employed extremely brutal 
tactics against the insurgents and their base of support, particularly the country’s indigenous population. 
Right-wing paramilitaries routinely raped, murdered, and mutilated civilians at will. Eventually, a war-
weary population and a beleaguered government agreed to negotiations with an umbrella group of 
guerrillas, addressing a wide range of grievances and working to rebuild a country whose infrastructure 
was decimated by ongoing violence and instability. On January 31, 1980, a group of peasant farmers 
stormed and occupied the Spanish embassy in Guatemala City to protest the dis- appearance of their 
friends, neighbors, and relatives in Uspantan. The disappearances were blamed on elements of the COIN 
force. A hastily planned and poorly executed police raid on the embassy went awry and led to the deaths 
of 36 people. As a result, Spain severed ties with Guatemala for four years. Subsequent repression by 
the COIN force pushed parts of the civilian population to join the insurgents, espe- cially between 1980 
and 1981.”  
 
Dixon, J. S., & Sarkees, M. R. (2015). A Guide to Intra-state Wars: An Examination of Civil, Regional, and 
Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. CQ Press.    Civ targeting[Symbol][Symbol]”The implementation of 
Operation Victory ’82 began in earnest on July 8, 1982, and produced a reign of terror against the Mayan 
people: tens of thousands of Mayan civilians were massacred and subjected to indiscriminate aerial 
bombing.” “Most efforts to examine the violence in Guatemala, such as the extensive investigations by 
the International Center for Human Rights Investigations (CIIDH), have focused upon the deaths that 
occurred as a result of state-sponsored terrorism. There are in the neighborhood of 200,000 civilian 
deaths and disappearances over the entire thirty-six-year period.239 Of those, an estimated 100,000 to 
150,000 civilians were killed or “disappeared in the 1981–1983 era.”240 The battle-deaths of combatants 
seem small by comparison. The army refused to release casualty reports to the truth commission (CHE), 
hence our estimates of battle-deaths rely on limited information. Torres-Rivas refers to an estimate from 
the Central American Institute for Documentation and Social Research (CADIS) that 4,200 security forces 
were killed by the rebels between 1980 and 1984.241 “  
 
Civsecure is coded as 1  given there is no evidence that the government tried to protect civilians. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

  

1. Conflict identifiers  
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
921979 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
El Salvador 
 
Startdate * 10/1/1979 
 
Enddate * 12/21/1991 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Fighting had been ongoing before the start date, however PRIO uses 10/01/1979 because of a military 
junto that took control on that date.    While there was a peace agreement signed on Feb. 16, 1992, 
fighting had essentially ceased by the end of 1991. I was able to find an article on LexusNexis that the 
indicated the last recorded death was on 12/21/ 91. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Revolutionary Government Junta (JRG), National Republican Alliance (ARENA) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
FMLN (Farabundo Marti Front for National Liberation) 
 
Rebel2 
FDR (Revolutionary Democratic Front) 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Entire Country 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
4 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
According to Ciment, the government made an effort to avoid combat with FMLN forces, and instead 
terrorized the civilian population. The government forces did use strategic air strikes and artillery attacks 
to do battle with the rebels who were located in the countryside (but would often do battle in the cities as 
well). Throughout the war, military-instituted death squads committed massive killings of the civilian 
population to prevent them from joining the rebel groups, however this often backfired and the rebel 
groups were able to obtain more popular support.  The death squads were discontinued at one time, 
however they came back in the middle of the war (the rebel groups were actually helped by the use of 
death squads b/c it garnered more support for their movement from the populace). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
66600 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
10500 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
8500 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
14500 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
NA 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Brogan, Patrick.  1998. World Conflicts.  Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Ciment, James. 1999. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II Vol. I. Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn 
Publishers. 
 
Clodfelter, Micheal. 1992. Warfare and Armed Conflicts. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc. 
 
Courtney, Jocelyn. 2010. "The Civil War That Was Fought by Children: Understanding the Role of Child 
Combatants in El Salvador's Civil War, 1980-1992." Journal of Military History 74, no. 2: 523-556. 
Humanities International Complete, EBSCOhost (accessed February 23, 2011). 
 
EACD 2009 
 
“El Salvador FMLN Shoots Down Honduran Helicopter Killing Eight Officers,” BBC News, Dec. 21, 1991. 
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/lnacademic/. 
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Lacina 2009 
 
The Military Balance 1998/1999 (1998) 
 
RAND 2010 
 
Sambanis - “Civil War Coding Notes.” 2004. Nicholas Sambanis. Yale University. 
 
Tillema, Herbert. 1991.  International Armed Conflict Since 1945.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press, Inc. 
 
UCDP 2010 
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/ 
 
Valentino 2004 

 
 
Notes * 
Had trouble deciding the beginning date. There was conflict that resulted in many deaths in 1979, 
however a military coup occurred in 10/01/1979 and it is used as the start date by PRIO. 
 
The civilian death count was also difficult to decide because there was conflicting evidence of whether the 
toll was in the 20,000 range or in the 50,000 range, however this took place over a period of 12 years so it 
is does not fit in our variable of “CivKill.” 
 
While government casualties and rebel causalities were given in Clodfelter, they were not well organized 
and it was difficult to calculate an exact total number. I gave an approximate estimate using the data 
collected by adding Clodfelter’s numbers and comparing it to the PRIO data set and UCDP. 
 
In the ‘Conflict Outcome’  category, they didn’t reach a power sharing agreement, but there was a a truce 
signed that legitimized FMLN into a political party, however govt. did not defeat rebels through force. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
931978 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Nicaragua 
  
Startdate * 8/22/1978 
  
Enddate *  7/17/1979 
  
Comments on start- and enddate.  Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
FSLN began operations in early 1970s 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Somoza 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) 
   
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”. 
Entire country  
  
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
4 
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2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
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CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. 
Describe the strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note 
changes in strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide 
clarification on the variables coded above.  
 
 FSLN took hostages and the government met demands.  FSLN staged a nationwide uprising which held 
out for about a week until the military used ground troops to defeat the rebels. National Guard troops and 
more elite troops used in the conflict.  Mostly ground troops but also had some tanks, helicopters, and 
heavy guns.  Military indiscriminately killed civilians.  Limited artillery bombardment in cities, heavy 
infantry to put down rebellions.  As conflict continued Somoza purchased arms from outsiders and 
attempted to take back territory that the FSLN won in the conflict.  
 
NumTrps *  Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
13000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops  
3 
  
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
425 
  
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
5000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops  
NA 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
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5000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
2 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
  
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
  
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).  
0 
  
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA.  
NA 
 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
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ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

Conflict outcome variables  
  
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
  
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
  
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
  
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
 
 
Notes * 
 
The numbers for government casualties are too low.  Government casualties were reported by the 

43

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1



Somoza regime.  The rebel troop count was 5000, but the number of civilians who picked up arms to fight 
the Somoza regime would increase the rebel troop count.  
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Clodfelter, Facts on File 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please email Johannes at jkarreth@uga.edu. 
  
* Required 

  

1. Conflict identifiers 
  
Conflict ID* Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note that 
ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a conflict 
diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect the 
correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
931981 
  
ConflictCountry* In which country did the conflict occur? 
Nicaragua 
  
Startdate*  11/27/1981 
  
Enddate* 04/19/1990 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
  
IncGov* Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Republic of Nicaragua (FLSN) 
  
Rebel1* Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Contras 
  
Coup* Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now, and email Johannes with a brief note and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in 
the Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0  

  
Region* Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”. 
Entire Country 
Concentration* Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region.  
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
 4 
 
IGO*  Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname* Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the military 
intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
  
ForceModel* Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir* What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
  
Resettle* What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
  
CivAction* What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the government’s 
military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical care, clean 
water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivSecure* What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play in 
the government’s military strategy?  
Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
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2 
  
Decap* What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill* Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget*  To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1  
 
ForceDescrip* A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the strategy 
(or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy over 
time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, different 
governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the variables 
coded above.  
  
The FLSN had the largest army in Central America during the time of the conflict, conscripting thousands 
of young men from each village. The majority of the army was made up of militia, who were organized 
around a well trained, professional officer core. Their weaponry was supplied by the Soviet Union and the 
army relied heavily on the Mi-24 helicopter gunships to provide close as support during operations. The 
FLSN also used their numerical superiority to cordon off areas where Contras were suspected of 
operating and with the help of intelligence gathering, wiped them out with artillery and helicopter strikes. 
Having been denied the use of certain ports due to Contra sea mines, the FLSN focused on securing the 
center of the country and preventing the Contras from advancing beyond the border towns they 
controlled. 
  
NumTrps* Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
60000 
 
TrpCat* Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
  
GovCas* Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without 
any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-
1000). If missing, enter NA. 
6500 
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RebelNumTrps* Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates are 
unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is coded 
as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
15000  
 
RebelTrpCat* Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3   
  
RebelCas* Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
18500 
  
ThreatSource* Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
2 
  
TargHelp* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
  
AsstArms* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
  
AsstEcon* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1   
  
AsstSanct* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1  
 
TargSupp* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1  
 
  
 
ConflictEthnic* Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict.    
0 
 
EthnicGroups* When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. If not applicable, enter NA. 
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NA  
  
ConflictRelig* Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict.  
0 
  
ConflictIdeol* Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders.   
1 
 
ConflictSecess* Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
  
LastCW*  Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
2  
 

Conflict outcome variables 
  
Win* Who won the conflict? Coding: 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
  
ConflictOutcome* Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military conflict. 
Coding: 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp* GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? Coding:  1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political 
wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the 
previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous 
incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing 
or failed state 
1 
  
 
 
 
Maintain* The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
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MNF* Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
  
Christopher, Paul. Victory Has A Thousand Fathers: Detailed Counterinsurgency Case Studies. RAND 
COIN Study. 2010. 
  
Clodfelter, Michael. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other Figures, 
1500-2000. 2 ed. London: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002. 
  
East Roger. 1989. Keesing’s Record of World Events 1989. Keesing’s Worldwide. 
  
Hitchings Thomas E. 1988. Facts on File Yearbook 1988. Facts on File News Service. USA           
  
Nicholas, Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858                                                   
  
Notes * Brief coder notes on ambiguous, contradictory, and missing data for each case. 
  

There was a lack of information describing the FLSN tactics and strategies, beyond very basic terms. 
Especially towards the end of the conflict, it appeared that the FLSN was trying to improve its bargaining 
position ahead of the negotiations. 

The numbers for government casualties are too low.  Government casualties were reported by the 
Somoza regime.  The rebel troop count was 5000, but the number of civilians who picked up arms to fight 
the Somoza regime would increase the rebel troop count.      
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Conflict Cases Research Journal  
  

  
  

1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
1001964 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Colombia 
 
Startdate * 1/1/1964 
 
Enddate * 11/30/2016 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
Conflict Ongoing  
 
Start date relates when the first battle occurred after insurgency group changed their name to the FARC 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
A coalition of liberal and conservative country leaders 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
 FARC 
 
 Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing 
a coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not 
continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. 
If NO coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
 
 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
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border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Entire country with concentrations in the capital and jungle areas where the guerrillas would base their 
forces. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
3 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate.   
  
ForceModel *  Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
  
StrategicAir *  What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1  
  
CivSecure *  What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2  
 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3  
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CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1  
  
CivKill *  Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) 0 No 1 Yes   
0 
  
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government initially used only ground forces to combat the guerrillas but as the threat and size of the 
insurgency groups grew, they began using air raids on possible locations on FARC headquarters. Most 
violence in the city was defensive as the government never expected it. Their offensive strategy was 
attempting to locate headquarters for the groups and take their numbers down.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
15000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3  
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
24000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
  
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 
 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
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0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
0 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
0 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
  
Sources *   
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Clodfelter, Michael. 1992. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference. North Carolina:  
McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers.   
 
EACD 2009 
 
Lacina, Bethany, and Nils Petter Gleditsch. "Monitoring trends in global combat: A new dataset of battle 
deaths." European Journal of Population/Revue Européenne de Démographie 21, no. 2-3 (2005): 145-
166.  
 
Nicoll, Alex. 2009. Strategic Survey 2009: The Annual Review of World Affairs. Glasgow, UK: Routledge 
for The International Institute for Strategic Studies. 
 
Sobel, Lester. 1965. Facts on File Yearbook 1964. New York: Facts on File, Inc.   
EACD 2009  
 
Stevenson, Jonathan. 2005. Strategic Survey 2004/5. Glasgow, UK: Routledge for The International 
Institute for Strategic Studies.  
 
 
  
Notes *   
  
I could not get a best estimate from any sources regarding government troops so I used the largest 
number I found for the group. Casualties in large numbers were not identified by side so I have no 
general estimate for how many died from each side over time. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
1151987 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Suriname 
  
Startdate * 10/12/1987 
  
Enddate * 12/31/1987 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
UCDP has the first deaths in the conflict occur on July 1, 1986, however it also gives the date when the 
conflict first reached 25 battle-deaths as 10/21/1987.  The end date for the conflict is in conflict between 
various sources. UCDP states that the only major violence resulting in > 25 deaths occurred in 1986, 
however PRIO battle-deaths states that the conflict went to 1998. The official date for the end of the 
conflict is 1992. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Lt. Col. Dési Bouterse, leader of military junta 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Surinamese Liberation Army (SLA)/ Jungle Commando 
 
Rebel2   
Montaneros (Ciment and Hill, p290) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
 
 
 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
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conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”. 
The rebel and government attacks were concentrated to various cities within the country, mainly in East 
Suriname.  
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
All sources indicate that this was a very low-intensity conflict.  COIN forces did retaliate against SLA 
insurgents with raids into the regions where Maroons were located.  SLA claimed that many of the raids 
led to massacres of those accused of supporting the SLA including women and children.  SLA forces 
often targeted strategic buildings, such as bridges, and used guerilla tactics so COIN forces had a difficult 
time countering them.  
 
The government provided approximately 1000 Amerindians with arms, which led to clashes between 
them and the Maroons.  The fighting resulted it almost 10,000 Maroon refugees crossing the border to 
French Guiana. The French reinforced the border with paratroopers, preventing the Suriname military 
from pursuing the insurgents and refugees across the border. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
2690 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 1 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
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NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
200 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
  
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
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identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Maroons 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
2 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
36 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
There were no exact figures given on the casualties figures for each side during the conflict, however 
UCDP states that the overall battle deaths figure was 25 in 1987. 
 
While the Surinamese government wasn’t receiving military aid from an IGO, Libya was said to have 
given military assistance in the form of advisers. 
 
The exact number of rebel troops is not known, but some sources estimated there were 100-300, so I 
estimated 200 for our purposes. 
 
While the rebels aren’t financed by an actual state, they do receive funding from Surinamese exiles 
abroad. 
 
Sources state that French Guiana may have allowed the rebels to reside in their territory. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
EACD 2009 
 
French, Howard, “To Suriname Refugees, Truce Means Betrayal,” New York Times, April 14, 1991. 
http://www.nytimes.com. 
 
McDonough, James. South America, Central America, and the Caribbean 2008. London, United 
Kingdom: Routledge Publishers. 
 
PRIO 
 
UCDP 2010 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal  
 
  
* Required 
  

1. Conflict identifiers 
  
Conflict ID* Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note that 
ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a conflict 
diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect the 
correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
1351965 
  
ConflictCountry* In which country did the conflict occur? 
Peru 
   
Startdate* 06/09/1965 (Brown & Fernandez 97) 

● 1963 (Climent 1991 Vol II, 1083-1085) 
● 06/16/1955 (Original Dataset) 
● 06/??/1965 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 

  
Enddate*  01/01/1966 (Clodfelter 2002, 719) 

● 12/31/1965 (Orginal Dataset) 
● 1968 (Ciment 1991 Vol II, 1083-1085) 

·          
 Comments on start and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here.  
Exact enddate unknown  
 
IncGov* Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Government of Peru 
  
Rebel1*  
Tupac Amaru Front/Led by Guillermo Lobaton (Clodfelter 2002, 719). 
 
 Rebel2  
 National Liberation Army (ELN) (Original Dataset) 
 
Rebel3  
 Revolutionary Left Movement (MIR) 

● Original Dataset 
● Ciment 1991 Vol II, 1083-1085. 
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Coup* Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
Region* Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Near Ayacucho on the Andean plateau. (Brogan 1998, 525.) 
  
Concentration*  Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1  
  
IGO* Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
IGOname* Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the military 
intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
  
ForceModel* Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 
  
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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2 (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 
  
Resettle* What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 
  
CivAction* What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the government’s 
military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical care, clean 
water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 
  
CivSecure* What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play in 
the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 
  
Decap*  
1 (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 

● Updated Case Notes— 3 
  
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
  
CivTarget* To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
3 (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 

● Updated Case Notes— 1 
      
ForceDescrip* A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the strategy 
(or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy over 
time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, different 
governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the variables 
coded above.  
  
“As Zorro and Loma Companies closed in on the camp, the Peruvian air force used Canberra jets based 
in Piura to bomb and strafe the sight, softening it up for a land assault. The weapon that the air force 
hoped would clear the area of guerillas was napalm”. (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 
  
  
NumTrps* Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
NA 
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● Hundreds  
○ Brown and Fernandez, 113. 

  
TrpCat*  Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 (Brown and Fernandez, 113.) 
  
GovCas* Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without 
any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-
1000). If missing, enter NA. 
38 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
RebelNumTrps* Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates are 
unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is coded 
as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 200 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
   
RebelTrpCat* Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops  
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
RebelCas* Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
100 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
                      
ThreatSource* Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
AsstCombat*  Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
AsstArms* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
 
AsstEcon*  Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  

66

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



AsstSanct* Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
TargSupp*  Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
ConflictEthnic*   Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).  
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
EthnicGroups*  When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig*  Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
ConflictIdeol*  Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
ConflictSecess*  Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
LastCW* Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA (Ciment 1991 Vol II, 1083-1085.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
  
Win* Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
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1 
● Original Dataset 
● Clodfelter 2002, 719. 

  
ConflictOutcome* Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military conflict. 
0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a settlement 
that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents.. 3 The country was partitioned into two or more 
separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
GovComp* Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at Enddate)? 
1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of rebels; 
etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous regime; 
etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began sharing 
political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 (Clodfelter 2002, 719. 
  
Maintain* The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
MNF*  Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 (Clodfelter 2002, 719.) 
  
Sources*  Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Clodfelter 2002, 719. 
 
Brogan 1998, 525. 
 
Ciment 1991 Vol II, 1083-1085. 
 
Brown, Michael and Eduardo Fernandez. 1993. War of Shadows: The Struggle for Utopia in the Peruvian 
Amazon. Berkeley, California : University of California Press. 
 
 
 
 
  
Notes * Brief coder notes on ambiguous, contradictory, and missing data for each case. 
  
Win, ConflictOutcome, & GovComp 
Technically, there was a military coup in October 1968, led by General Juan Velasco Alvarado, and it was 
his government that finally defeated the rebels the same year. (Ciment 1991 Vol II, 1083-1085.) 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
1451946 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Bolivia 
  
Startdate * 7/22/1946 
  
Enddate * 8/16/1946 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
NA 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
National Revolutionary Movement (Gualberto Villarroel), 
 
  
Rebel1 *  Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
The General Public (Students, Workers, Teachers) 
  
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
La Paz 
 
Concentration *  Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
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1 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
3 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 
  
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
4 
 
  
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
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CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops  
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
Missing 
 
 
  
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
Missing 
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TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
  
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
  
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).  
0 
  
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA.  
NA 
 
  
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  

73

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
0 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
  
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
  
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
  
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
6 
  
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
 
Notes * 
 
The violence in Bolivia during this time seems sporadic and almost unrelated. The main event is when the 
president is killed by a group commonly referred to as "teachers, students, and workers," which is not 
even an identifiable rebel group. After that there appears to be a replacement government that removes 
(in a civil manner) all traces of the previous regime. There is no clear military involvement. 
 
 
  
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
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Sobel, Lester A. Facts on File Yearbook: 1967. New York: Facts on File, Inc. 
  
Gutierrez, Alberto Ostria. The Tragedy of Bolivia: A People Crucified. Connecticut: Greenwood Press.  
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
1451952 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Bolivia 
  
Startdate * 7/22/1946 
  
Enddate * 8/16/1946 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
NA 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Military Junta (General Hugo Ballivian), 
 
Rebel1 *  Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
National Revolutionary Movement (MNR) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
  
Region *  Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
La Paz and Oruro 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
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2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
  
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
  
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
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military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
  
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Minister of the Government, General Antonio Seleme, conspired with the MNR rebels and gave them the 
keys to the government arsenals. The army troops fought in response to the surprise attack with all of the 
soldiers they had using mainly ground combat and light air support.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
8000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
  
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
400 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
900 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops  
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
200 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
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1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
  
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
  
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
  
ConflictEthnic *  Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).  
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
 
 ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
0 
 

Conflict outcome variables  
  
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
  
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
  
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
I encountered difficulties finding the casualty count for each group with consistently contradictory 
numbers. I made my best guess using the numbers I found.  
 
 
  
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
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Sobel, Lester A. Facts on File Yearbook: 1967. New York: Facts on File, Inc.  
 
Gutierrez, Alberto Ostria. The Tragedy of Bolivia: A People Crucified. Connecticut: Greenwood Press.  
Gutierrez, A. O. 1958. The Tragedy of Bolivia: A People Crucified. Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood 
Press.  
 
Domingo, Pilar. M. S. Grindle. Ed. 2003. Proclaiming Revolution: Bolivia in Comparative Perspective. 
London: Institute of Latin American Studies. 
 
McGhee, F. 1953. Facts on File Yearbook 1952: The Index of World Events. New York: Facts on File, Inc.  
 
The Dupuy Institute. 2000. The Bolivian MNR Revolution 1952. 
http://www.onwar.com/aced/nation/bat/bolivia/fbolivia1952.htm 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
1451967 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Bolivia 
 
Startdate * 10/1/1967 
 
Enddate * 10/16/1967 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
The end date is based on when the government informs the public of the end of the conflict and Ernesto 
Guevara's death 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Military Institutionalist Government (Barrientos) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
National Liberation Army (ELN) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Southeast Region, Santa Cruz 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
The government discovered the guerillas in the Santa Cruz and proceeded to pursue the group for 
months while managing to keep them in the southeast region of Bolivia. They had 650 troops train in anti-
guerrilla warfare and irregular by the United States Army. The army encountered mostly ground combat 
with very little strategic bombing.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
800 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
42 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
100 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
40 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
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TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
15 
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Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Bethany Lacina & and Nils Petter Gleditsch, 2005. „Monitoring Trends in Global 
Combat: A New Dataset of Battle Deaths‟, European Journal of Population 21(2–3): 
145–116. 
Salmon, G.P. 1990. The Defeat of Che Guevara: Military Response to Guerilla Challenge in Bolivia. New 
York: Praeger Publishers.  
Sobel, L. A. Ed. 1968. Facts on File Yearbook 1967: The Index of World Events. New York: Facts on File, 
Inc.  
Ciment, James. Ed. 1999. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II, Vol 1. New York: Fitzroy 
Dearborn Publishers.  
PRIO Armed Conflict 2009 
EACD 2009 

 
 
Notes * 
For AsstArms, The United States provided small arms for the army, but they were careful to provide 
anything large enough to cause a lot of damage.  
 
Conflicting Case Notes: 
Clodfelter: Small group of rebels put down by US-trained Bolivian SOF; EACD: concurs 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
1601970 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Argentina 
  
Startdate * 6/30/1969 
  
Enddate * 1/1/1979 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
The start date is the day on which General Imaz declared a state of siege in Argentina. 25 battle deaths 
had been reached around this time. 
 
-RAND believes the conflict to be 1969-1979 and divided into 3 phases (1. Popular insurgency meets little 
government resistance, 2. Government cracks down legally & illegally, 3. “The Dirty War” (1976-1979)). 
Sarkees & Dixon (2016) believe the conflict to only be “The Dirty War” (1975-76).  
-Sarkees & Dixon (2016) classify the war as the “Argentine Leftists War” from 1975-76, also refer to it as 
the “Dirty War”  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Various, including Hector Campora, Juan Peron, Isabel Peron, etc. 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Revolutionary Army of the People (ERP) 
  
Rebel2   
Montoneros (sometimes spelled “Montaneros”) (Ciment and Hill, p290) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”. 
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Entire country 
Montoneros and ERP focused on rural and urban areas at different periods in the conflict, specific 
emphasis on Buenos Aires and Tucuman Province 
-Sources - RAND (p302 & 306), Sarkees & Dixon (2016), and Clodfelter (2008) 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
4 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
The government countered student protests with police force and arrests. In the later 1970s, the 
government began to counter terrorist actions with raids, arrests, kidnappings, and murders. The 
government deployed troops and police to combat guerrilla strongholds in the Tucuman Province and 
Buenos Aires. (EACD 2009 and Sarkees & Dixon 2016)  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
179,000 
-133,500 (previous coder)  
-179,000 (including National Police) reported by Sarkees & Dixon (2016)  (from Phillips & Axelrod, 
2005, 118) – “The head of the army, Gen. Jorge Rafael Videla, initially deployed about 1,500 troops and 
1,500 police officers to Tucuman in an offensive…”  
-154,000 troops (split up into categories of sailors/marines, soldiers, paramilitary, and airmen  not 
including Police) reported by Clodfelter (2008)  
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
-Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – 470 is best guess but only classifies the war as Feb. 1975 – Dec. 1976  
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-Lewis (2001) – from 1969 to 1975, 523 policemen and soldiers killed in guerrilla attacks  
-RAND (2013) – roughly 5,000 combatants (doesn’t distinguish between rebels and government) killed 
during “Dirty War” phase  is mostly likely going to be majority rebels  
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
10000   
*number calculated from reports of Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – 4000 Montoneros estimated (Marchak and 
Marchak, 1999) & 6000 ERP (Lewis, 2002, 124)  
-RAND (2013) – “By 1975, more than 5,000 Montonero combat troops operated throughout the country, 
primarily in Buenos Aires and the surrounding area”  
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
*see above  
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
4000  
*as derived (as an estimate) by Sarkees & Dixon (2016) (Arreche, 2008, 1)  
-RAND (2013) – roughly 5,000 combatants (doesn’t distinguish between rebels and government) killed 
during “Dirty War” phase  
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
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TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
  
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
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1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
29 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
Difficult to find information regarding rebel deaths.  We decided to merge the cases because of their 
common agenda.  There were several rebel factions during the time period (over two dozen), but most 
had similiar agendas and end goals. 
 
The number of troops on the rebels’ side is unknown, but all rebel groups were much weaker militarily 
than the Argentine government. (EACD 2009) The total number of casualties is unknown, but Chenoweth 
2008 quotes the following from Clodfelter:  
 
P. 718-9: ―By the end of 1980 the guerilla movement had been crushed with 5,000 people killed in the 
junta‘s repression since 1976 and 9,000 since 1970. Another 7,000 (los desaparecidos) had disappeared 
after arrest by the junta. The junta claimed 2,050 civilians were killed by terrorists of the left and right, 
1973-79, but only 688 deaths can be convincingly blamed on the leftists. Later investigations into the toll 
inflicted by political violence from 1969-83 determined that 790 people had been killed by the leftist 
guerillas, 2,462 civilians had been killed in armed confrontations with security forces, and 8,910 
individuals had been made to disappear by the military and police forces…‖ 
 
 P. 719: ―Argentina had entered into a secret alliance with other South American tyrannies to 
exterminate one another‘s opponents living in exile. 
In this Operation Condor, Argentina‘s military regime had killed 118 Uruguayan exiles, 57 Paraguayans, 
49 Chileans, and 9 Brazilians. 
 
1976: 1,480 deaths 
1977: 677 deaths” (Chenoweth 2008). 
 
The number of troops on the rebels’ side is unknown, but all rebel groups were much weaker militarily 
than the Argentine government. (EACD 2009) The total number of casualties is unknown, but Chenoweth 
2008 quotes the following from Clodfelter:  
 
“P. 718-9: ―By the end of 1980 the guerilla movement had been crushed with 5,000 people killed in the 
junta‘s repression since 1976 and 9,000 since 1970. Another 7,000 (los desaparecidos) had disappeared 
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after arrest by the junta. The junta claimed 2,050 civilians were killed by terrorists of the left and right, 
1973-79, but only 688 deaths can be convincingly blamed on the leftists. Later investigations into the toll 
inflicted by political violence from 1969-83 determined that 790 people had been killed by the leftist 
guerillas, 2,462 civilians had been killed in armed confrontations with security forces, and 8,910 
individuals had been made to disappear by the military and police forces… 
 
P. 302 (Paths to Victory: Detailed Insurgency Case Studies): ... the ERP renewed its insurgency in 1973, 
particularly in rural areas. Indeed, the ERP took control of the rural province of Tucuman in 1974, actually 
governing the territory for a short while. Peron ordered the army into Tucuman to restore state control 
there, which the military did quickly and efficiently. By 1975, following its defeat in Tucuman, the 
insurgents retained a solely urban focus.  
 
P. 302 (Paths to Victory: Detailed Insurgency Case Studies): By 1975, more than 5,000 Montonero 
combat troops operated throughout the country, primarily in Buenos Aires and the surrounding area ... 
The insurgents were greatly outnumbered when facing the 60,000-member Argentine military 
establishment.  
 
P. 306 (Paths to Victory: Detailed Insurgency Case Studies): The so-called “Dirty War” had a devastating 
effect on wide swathes of Argentine society, claiming the lives of roughly 5,000 combatants and 30,000 
noncombatants.  
 
Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – 160000 Armed Forces of Argentina troops (179000 including National Police); 
4000 Montoneros fighters (estimate, 1976) & 6000 ERP fighters  
 
Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – “The attempt to count the deaths and disappearances during the war have 
ranged from 6000 to 30000 deaths and disappearances of left-wing militants, activists, and alleged 
sympathizers”  
--“The leftists claimed to have suffered 10000 deaths in combat, with both the Montoneros and ERP 
claiming to have lost 5000 comrades killed in the fighting” (seems high but could include sympathizers) 
--“If the reported distribution of rebel members into 40 percent actual combatants and 60 percent 
supporters is accurate, that could calculate 4000 rebel battle deaths, which we are reporting as our 
best guess”  
--The guerrillas claimed to have caused the deaths of 6000 military personnel, which seems high. Norden 
indicates a total of 472 deaths caused by guerrillas in 1975 and 1976, a rounded version of which is 
adopted here”  
 
Clodfelter (“Warfare and Armed Conflicts”) – portrays the ERP and Montoneros as terrorist organizations 
until 1974 (when Juan Peron died and his wife, Isabel, took over the presidency) when the two groups 
organized more into insurgent groups (mounting more militaristic offensives)  
-154,000 troops (sailors, soldiers, marines, airmen, paramilitary) in Argentine military; also joined by 
Anticommunist Alliance (AAA)  
-ERP supported by exiled guerrillas from Chile, Uruguay, and Bolivia 
-ERP focused on rural areas (namely Tucuman Province), Montoneros focused on urban areas  
- “Montoneros alone had 4500 killed” (p. 693) – not clear if this is just insurgents or sympathizers too  
- “armed left was reduced from a peak strength of 3000 guerillas in 1975 to only a few hundred harassed 
and hunted survivors”  
-Hard to distinguish between sympathizers and active rebels  
-Difficult to distinguish between political violence/terrorism (like bombings or assassinations) and more 
organized/military violence 
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Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Ciment, James and Kenneth Hill. 1999. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. Chicago ; London: 
Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers. 
 
Facts on File World Digest Yearbook, 1969-1979. New York, N.Y.: Facts on File News Services.  
 
Chenoweth, Erica and Marie Stephan. 2008. “Why Civil Resistance Works: The Strategic Logic of 
Nonviolent Conflict.” International Security 33(1).  
 
EACD 2009: EACD 2009. “Uppsala cofnlict data expansion: Non-state actor information codebook.”   
 
Paul, Christopher, Colin P. Clarke, Beth Grill, and Molly Dunigan. 2013. Paths to Victory: Detailed 
Insurgency Case Studies. RAND Offices.  
 
Dixon, Jeffrey S. and Meredith Reid Sarkees. "Intra-state Wars in South America." In A Guide to Intra-
state Wars: An Examination of Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816–2014, 125-224. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: CQ Press, SAGE Publications, Inc., 2016. doi: 10.4135/9781452234205.n10. 
 
Clodfelter, Michael. Warfare and Armed Conflicts. 3rd ed. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2008.  
 
Lewis, Paul H.. 2001. Guerrillas and Generals : The 'Dirty War' in Argentina. Westport: Greenwood 
Publishing Group, Incorporated. Accessed June 5, 2019. ProQuest Ebook Central. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
1651972 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Uruguay 
  
Startdate * 4/1/1972 
  
Enddate * 12/31/1972 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The start and end date is taken from the PRIO data is taken from the PRIO data set. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
President Juan Maria Boraberry, Colorado Party 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
National Liberation Movement (MLN/Tupamaros) 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Almost entirely in the capital Montevideo 
 
 
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 

95

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The Uruguayan military engaged in a campaign of mass arrests and selected disappearances, dispersing 
those guerrillas who were not killed or arrested. Their usage of torture was particularly effective, and by 
1972 the MLN had been severely weakened. Its principal leaders were imprisoned under terrible 
conditions for the next 12 years. Government forces also pursued a strategy of govt. crackdowns, 
implemented martial law, and took away basic rights. 
 
COIN forces engaged in massive army and police searches to look for suspected rebels or rebel 
sympathizers. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
22000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
50 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
3000 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
60 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
 

99

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
48 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
The MLN had begun in 1967 and began operations by simply robbing banks, organizing riots, seizing 
govt. radio stations, and kidnapping (armed conflict was not a strategy in their early years), however 
beginning in 1972, they began their conflict.  
 
According to Clodfelter, there were approximately 300 rebel deaths, however only about 60 occurred in 
shootouts while the others died in detention. 
 
While the government did last throughout this insurgency, four years after the conflict a military council 
deposed of the acting president and took control. Four years after that, civilian rule was restored. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Clodfelter, Micheal. 1992. Warfare and Armed Conflicts. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc. 
 
Ciment, James. 1999. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II Vol. I. Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn 
Publishers. 
 
EACD 2009 
 
Lopez-Alves, Fernando. 1989. "Political Crises, Strategic Choices, and Terrorism: The Rise and Fall of 
the Uruguayan Tupamaros." Terrorism & Political Violence 1, no. 2: 202. International Security & Counter 
Terrorism Reference Center, EBSCOhost (accessed June 5, 2011). 
 
McDonough, James. South America, Central America, and the Caribbean 2008. London, United 
Kingdom: Routledge Publishers. 
 
PRIO 2010 
 
UCDP 2010 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
2001968 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
 
United Kingdom 
  
Startdate * 01/01/1971 (Ciment and Hill, p.830) 
  
Enddate * 04/09/1998 (Brogan, p.435) 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The start date represents an early point by which 25 battledeaths had been reached (Brogan, p. 418). 
The end date was the day on which a provisional peace agreement was signed (Brogan, p. 435) 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Various prime ministers of the UK, including John Major, Margaret Thatcher, and Tony Blair 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Northern Ireland 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
3 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 
 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1: None  
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1: Rare  
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government used a modern police force to combat the terrorists, as well as some tactics that 
included torture in some cases.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
 
213800 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than  
 
4  
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
 
1179 
Figure includes government troops and government police (who were involved in the war effort against 
the rebels).  
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
 
NA 
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**A lot of variability in the number of IRA troops. Maloney (2003) put the number of IRA troops at 10,000. 
Sutton (1994) estimates that the IRA had a 1,500 fighters in the 1970s. However, Byman (2005) 
estimates there were 500 active IRA fighters in the 1970s and 200-300 fighters in the 1980s. By 1994, 
Sutton (1994) also estimates that membership in the IRA was in the order of 500 fighters.  
 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
NA 
 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
 
277 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
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(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
1 
 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
 
According to Ciment and Hill, the conflict arose from ethnicity, not religion (Ciment and Hill, p. 824), and it 
has been coded here accordingly, though I couldn't find out which ethnic groups were involved exactly. 
 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
0 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
2 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
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rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
4 
 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
There was some question as to the nature of the conflict. It was clearly a conflict for secession, but there 
is dispute as to whether it was also an ethnic or religious conflict. According to Ciment and Hill, the 
conflict arose from ethnicity, not religion (Ciment and Hill, p. 824), and has been coded here accordingly. 
Unfortunately, I was unable to find out what ethnic groups exactly were involved. 
 
 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations are 
provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Ciment and Hill. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, 
1999. 
 
Brogan, Patrick. World Conflicts. Lanham: The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1998. 
 
"British Military." http://discovermilitary.com/worlds-military/british-military/ 
 
Cronin, Audrey. How Terrorism ends:Understanding the decline and demise of terrorist campaigns. 
Princeton:Princeton University Press. 2009.  
 
Kinealy, Christine. War and Peace: Ireland since the 1960s 
 
Moloney, Ed. A Secret History of the IRA.London, UK: Penguin Books. 2007 
 
Longworth, R. C. (1988, Sep 18). AS IRA VIOLENCE INCREASES, BRITAIN SEARCHES FOR 
RIGHT REACTION: FINAL EDITION, C]. Chicago Tribune (Pre-1997 Fulltext) Retrieved from 
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/docview/282633623?accountid=14244 
 

106

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/docview/282633623?accountid=14244
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/docview/282633623?accountid=14244


(Reuter-Staff). (1991, Jun 18). Britain boosts troops for irish peace talks: FIN edition]. Toronto 
Star Retrieved from http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/docview/436422418?accountid=14244  
 
Sutton, Malcom. “Sutton Index of Deaths.” Conflict Archive on the Internet. Retrieved from  
https://cain.ulster.ac.uk/sutton/tables/Status.html  
 
Moloney, E. (2003). A Secret History of the IRA. WW Norton & Company 
 
Byman, D. (2005). Deadly connections: States that sponsor terrorism. Cambridge University Press. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
2001998 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Ireland 
  
Startdate * 10/26/1997 
  
Enddate * 10/26/2998 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The start date is consistent with the formation of the splinter group from the Provisional IRA, the end date 
notes the lack of sufficient battle deaths for the remaining years of the conflict (3-4) 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Tony Blair, Labour Party 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Real Irish Republican Army 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Northern Ireland, primarily in the Belfast and Terry communities 
 
 
 
 
 
 

108

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
4 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
4 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government focused their counterinsurgency tactics on identifying and removing key leaders of the 
movement. Most of the work by the government involved gathering intelligence instead of physically 
countering the force. Additionally the government strove to minimize civilian deaths through responding 
appropriately to terrorist attacks by alerting the population.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
30000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
57 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
Missing 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Irish Catholic, Irish Protestant 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
0 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
The British government did negotiate with the Provisional IRA to form a mutually agreeable governing 
situation. However, the key distinguishing factor of the RIRA was their unwillingness to compromise, so 
they did not reach an agreement with the government. Violence between the RIRA and the counter 
insurgency forces did occur after 1998; however the battle deaths were not extensive enough to pass the 
25 battle death threshold 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Brogan, Patrick. World Conflicts. Lanham: The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1998. 
 
"British Military." http://discovermilitary.com/worlds-military/british-military/ 
 
Cronin, Audrey. How Terrorism ends:Understanding the decline and demise of terrorist campaigns. 
Princeton:Princeton University Press. 2009.  
 
Kinealy, Christine. War and Peace: Ireland since the 1960s 
 
Moloney, Ed. A Secret History of the IRA.London, UK: Penguin Books. 2007 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
 
2301978 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
 
Spain  
 
Startdate *  
 
9/25/1978 
 
 
Enddate *  
 
8/31/1982 
 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and enddates 
of the conflict here. 
 
July 19,  1979: “Estatuto de Gernika” passed which granted Basque autonomous rights (Barros et al., 
2008). Should end date be 1979?   Source: Clark, 1990, p. 93 
 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
 
Adolfo Suarez Gonzales, Union of the Democratic Centre(78-81); Leopoldo Calvo-Sotelo Bustelo(81-
82) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were identified 
as opposing the central government 
 
ETA (Euskadi Ta Askatasuna)  
 
 (although two factions of the ETA existed and are clearly distinguished in the literature: ETA (p-m) 
and ETA (m)  (military wing only)  
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Comandos Autónomos Anticapitalistas (CAA) 
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Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup 
(=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 

 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Mostly in the Basque region in Spain with occasional attacks in Madrid. The area of Basque autonomy is a 
small coastal area in the Northwest of Spain. The majority of violence was in the form of robberies, 
kidnappings, and terrorist attacks which were carried out throughout the entire country. 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
 
1 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even in 
conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
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types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play in 
the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 None 
2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against regime 
forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the strategy 
(or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy over time 
and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, different 
governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the variables 
coded above. 
 
During this civil war, the central government used primarily relied on the police to combat the ETA, 
including working with law enforcement in the Basque region and used surveillance and infiltration 
strategies. The central government also implemented antiterrorist laws, undertook preventive detentions, 
created assassination squads targeting the ETA, and shared intelligence with France (Clark, 1990, 89).  
 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
342000 
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TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 30,000 
troops 
 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without 
any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). 
If missing, enter NA. 
 
50 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates are 
unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is coded 
as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
600  
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 30,000 
troops 
 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 
primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external 
assistance). 
 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the rebels. 
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1  
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are listed 
in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
 
Basque 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke 
religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, 
but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
 
NA 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
 
1 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
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agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
 
2 
 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
 
2 
 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations are 
provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
 
Shiels, F. L. (1984). Ethnic separatism and world politics. University Press of America. 
 
Saikia, J., & Stepanova, E. (Eds.). (2009). Terrorism: patterns of internationalization. SAGE 
Publications India 
 
Barros, C. P., Passos, J., & Gil-Alana, L. A. (2006). The timing of ETA terrorist attacks. Journal of 
Policy Modeling, 28(3), 335-346. 
 
Romaniuk, S. N., Grice, F., Irrera, D., & Webb, S. (Eds.). (2017). The Palgrave Handbook of Global 
Counterterrorism Policy. Palgrave Macmillan UK. 
 
Sloan, S., & Anderson, S. K. (2009). Historical dictionary of terrorism (Vol. 38). Scarecrow Press. 
 
Clark, R. P. (1990). Negotiating with ETA: obstacles to peace in the Basque country, 1975-1988. Reno: 
Nevada: University of Nevada Press. 
 
Payne, S. G. (1979). Terrorism and Democratic Stability in Spain. Current History, 77(451), 167. 
Retrieved from http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/docview/1309779117?accountid=14244  
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
2301991 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Spain 
 
Startdate * 01/01/1991 
 
Enddate * 12/31/1992 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
There were no clear dates when the battle deaths reached 25, so it is coded as 01/01/1991. 
 
The last given date of an attack by the ETA in Keesing’s is Oct. 21, 1992, however this may not be actual 
case, so I have coded the ended date as 12/31/1992.. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Prime Minister Felipe González Márquez – Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
ETA (Euskadi Ta Askatasuna meaning Basque Homeland and Freedom) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
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The violence was often dispersed throughout the country with the ETA committing terrorist attacks in 
various highly populated cities.  
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
The government forces rarely used direct force/attacks against the ETA. Many arrests were made  and 
there were a few gun battles, however negotiations for peace were the more often used tactics. 
 
Attacks by the ETA came in the form of bombings which mainly attacked civilians but occasionally 
targeted police or Civil guards. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
320400 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
50 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
50 armed members with a support base of 3000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
20 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Basques 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
4 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Ciment, James. 1999. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II Vol. I. Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn 
Publishers. 
 
EACD 2009 
 
Keesing’s Record of World Events. 1991 and1992. Ed. Roger East. Cambridge: Longman. 
 
Martínez-Herrera, Enric. "Nationalist Extremism and Outcomes of State Policies in the Basque Country, 
1979-2001." International Journal on Multicultural Societies, Vol. 4, No. 1. 
 
The Military Balance 1991 
 
UCDP 2010 
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Notes * 
The fighting between the ETA and the Spanish government had been ongoing since 1978, however 
violence had been on and off during the 80s. From 1987 to 1990, there was little violence and the death 
threshold was never met until 1991. The reason for the renewal of violence in 91 is likely because of the 
upcoming 1992 Olympics that were in Spain and the ETA felt they could be a in a position to negotiate by 
attacking and garnering publicity. 
 
The number of battle deaths during this period was approximately 70, and most of the deaths were of 
Spanish troops targeted in bombings.   
 
The Spanish government gave the Basque region autonomy in the Spanish Constitution of 1978. 
Autonomy comes in its political structure and the police force as well as the having the language Euskara 
(the Basque language) be taught in schools and spoken on the radio/ television. The ETA however wants 
complete independence for the Basque region.   
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
3101956 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Hungary  
 
Startdate *  
10/23/1956 
 
Enddate *  
11/14/1956 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
This is an end date of the fighting when soviet troops defeated rebellion. soviets kept on policing parts of 
Hungary until May 1957. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Matyas Rakosi Communists (Janos Kadar) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Imre Nagy (Democratic Communism) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Entire country 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
4 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
Warsaw Treaty Organization (Warsaw Pact) 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 

127

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Early in the conflict: The government forces were deployed in at the begingin of the conflict mostly as 
anti-riot policing force. Some mechanized infantry was used by the government supported by Soviet 
Mechanized units (80 tanks from 92nd armored division). 
After resistance proved to be fierce ceasefire was announced on October 28th. and subsequent assault 
on November 1st. was nearly entirely performed by Soviet Troops from surrounding states (Ukraine, 
Romania, etc.). Some 160000 invasion troops were used. Mechanized infantry with minor air support 
tuned for urban combat and asymmetrical engagements. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
300 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 

128

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



3500 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
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LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Clodfelter, Micheal, 2002. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other 
Figures, 1500-2000. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co. Hum/SS 
 
Ekiert, Grzegorz. 1996. The State Agains Society. Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ.  
 
Facts on File.  1956. New York: Facts on File News Services. (http://www.facts.com). 
 
Tillema:Tillema, Herbert K. 1991. International Armed Conflict Since 1945: a Bibliographic Handbook of 
Wars and Military Interventions. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
 
Notes * 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3151968 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Czechoslovakia 
  
Startdate * 8/20/1968 
  
Enddate * 10/18/1968 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
8/20/1968 is the date of the night that Warsaw Pact invaded Czechoslovakia. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Alexander Dubcek 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Conservative Communists 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Entire Country 
 
 
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
4 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Some 500000 Soviet Troops supported by 100000 Warsaw Pact troops (50000 Poland, 20000 Hungary, 
20000 East Germany, 10000 Bulgaria) invaded Czechoslovakia with 15 divisions and 2000 tanks entering 
across border and the rest landing in Prague in air transport. Forces were distributed across the nation to 
prevent any resistance. There were few engagements that resulted in less than 300 casualties, as 
Alexander Dupcek, communist reformis leader, appealed to people not to resist overwhelming invasion 
force. Troops took contro over the entire state to forestal any possible opposition. German troops 
withdrew by end of September, Polish, Hungarian and Bulgarian troops on October 18th. Soviet troops 
stood down their alert and began withdrawal same day with signing a provision of permanent stationing of 
Soviet troops in Czechoslovakia.  
   
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 1 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
72 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 

133

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
NA 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
2 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
7 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
This conflict is between supporters of Alexander Dubcek and the invading Soviet Union forces who 
intervened in opposition to Dubcek’s liberal reforms. Group does not fit categorization as rebel 
organization and conflict is interstate rather than intrastate. Group was not a rebel group but the sitting 
President and “combatants” were merely rioters.  
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Ekiert, Grzegorz. 1996. The State Agains Society. Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ.  
 
Clodfelter, Micheal, 2002. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other 
Figures, 1500-2000. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co. Hum/SS 
 
FoF: Facts on File. 1968. New York: Facts on File News Services. (http://www.facts.com). 
 
Tillema: Tillema, Herbert K. 1991. International Armed Conflict Since 1945: a Bibliographic Handbook of 
Wars and Military Interventions. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3432001 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Macedonia 
  
Startdate * 01/23/2001 
  
Enddate * 08/13/2001 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Republic of Macedonia (Boris Trajkovski) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
National Liberation Army (UCK) 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Primarily the Northwest part of the country near the Kosovo border 
 
 
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
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Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NATO 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
2 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Government forces, which were well armed and organized, shelled rebel positions near the city of Tetovo 
after a 24 hour warning for civilians to evacuate. Next, they mobilized heavy artillery and tanks and 
moved troops into the city center to try and flush out rebels. The government then launched two major 
offensives in March aimed at retaking positions north of Tetovo, especially in the hills were the rebels 
operated. These offensives involved coordinated tank shelling and helicopter close air support. The 
government also promised to compensate villagers for any damage that had resulted from the siege. A 
third offensive started in early May, which used artillery and rockets to shell villages where the rebels 
would ambush policemen, continued the government’s push northward. Despite having superior 
firepower, the government forces decision to avoid using ground troops to hold onto villages meant that 
rebels were able to recapture several towns.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
16000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
72 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
2000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
28 
  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Albanian 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
2 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
Though the Macedonian government at various points during the conflict claimed the UCK sought the 
establishment of an independent Albanian state, most sources suggest that the groups goals were simply 
more political rights for Albanians in Macedonia. 
 
Amnesty International: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur65/004/2003/en/ 
Macedonia: "Where are they now"? Their families need to know! Alleged "disappearances" and 
abductions in 2001,   
1 February 2003, Index number: EUR 65/004/2003   
  
The NLA is perceived to be responsible for the abduction/disappearance and possible death of 13 ethnic 
Macedonians between the dates of April 17 and August 31 2001. The NLA either claims that they do not 
know of Amnesty International and the victims’ families that the NLA knows what happened. 
Subsequently, some of the victims might still be alive but being held captive. The Macedonian 
government is accused of the same crimes regarding 3 ethnic Albanian, they too have not been found 
and the government has responded similarly to the NLA. While mass graves have been found and the 
remains are believed to be of these people, family members refuse to give DNA to prevent finding out that 
their loved ones have died. What follows below is a brief documentation of the PDF regarding the 
circumstances and names of all 13 of the NLA captives went missing.   
 
 “while the NLA, which initially targeted the police and army, abducted and ill-treated civilians and drove 
ethnic Macedonians2 out of their homes in an apparent attempt at “ethnic cleansing”.3 Amnesty 
International (AI) is concerned about the fate of 16 men who allegedly "disappeared" or were abducted 
between 17 April and 31 August 2001 in various areas of Macedonia during the armed conflict and, it is 
feared, were subsequently murdered.”  
  
 “All the victims mentioned in this report are Macedonian citizens: three are ethnic Albanians allegedly 
“disappeared” after they were taken by the Macedonian police, and 13 ethnic Macedonians allegedly 
abducted by members of the NLA.”  
“During the period from 4 July to 31 August 2001, 12 ethnic Macedonians were reportedly abducted or 
believed to have been abducted and/or killed by the NLA in the area around Tetovo6 when the conflict 
reached its height in the region. Another Macedonian was believed to have been abducted by the NLA in 
the Kumanovo area in May 2001.”  
 
“Furthermore, the Commission reported that the former leadership of the NLA had informed it that it 
believed that one if its units operating in the area north of Tetovo, and over which it claimed to have only 
limited control, was responsible for the abduction and subsequent murder of eight of the people detailed 
below.”  
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“However, Amnesty International believes that this knowledge is already known among certain circles of 
the former-NLA, and is calling on the former-NLA to make available all information regarding the 
abductions, as well as information regarding the identities of its former members suspected of war crimes 
against civilians in connection with these alleged abductions.”  
 
“Nestor Petrovski, born in 1924 from the village of Matejce, is believed to have been abducted by the NLA 
on 24 May 2001. On that day, Serbs and ethnic Macedonian inhabitants of the village fled to Kumanovo 
to escape from NLA units who were advancing towards their village. … Amnesty International believes 
that Nestor Petrovski was abducted and/or killed by NLA members.”  
 
“Amnesty International notes that there is no evidence to back up this assertion, and also notes that the 
former NLA leadership informed the Commission that it believed the ‘rogue’ NLA unit referred to above 
over which it had only limited control was responsible for his abduction and subsequent murder. On the 
basis of available information, Amnesty International believes that Andre Ristovski was abducted and/or 
killed by NLA members he came across during his walk.”  
 
“No information has been provided either by the NLA about the fate of Cvetko Mihailovski, born in 1949, 
who was reportedly abducted on 23 July 2001 at gun point by three NLA soldiers while he was working 
with his wife in their fields in Neproshteno.”  
 
“The same day, 66-year-old Krsto Gogovski left Neproshteno village, due to the heavy fighting and 
subsequent advancement of NLA units into the village. According to an eyewitness who was interviewed 
by the Commission, Krsto Gogovski returned to his house on 24 July to look after his property. He was 
taken by a group of men in uniforms and has not been seen since.”  
 
“The former NLA leadership informed the Commission that it believed the ‘rogue’ NLA unit referred to 
above over which it had only limited control was responsible for the abductions and/or subsequent murder 
of Cvetko Mihailovski, Krsto Gogovski and Vasko Mihailovski.”  
 
“However, the former NLA leadership informed the Commission that it believed the ‘rogue’ NLA unit 
referred to above over which it had only limited control was responsible for the abductions and 
subsequent murder of Robert Jeftimovski, Gjoko Sinadinovski, Vasko Trajcevski and Ilko Trajcevski. The 
former NLA leadership stated that it did not know where the bodies were buried, but stated that the unit 
commander should possess this information. The Commission met with Commander ‘Qemal’ who 
claimed to have taken over as Commander of the Drenovec area on 25 July 2001 succeeding a 
Commander ‘Roki’ who had been killed. However, the Commission reported that Commander ‘Qemal’ 
had changed his story over time and that his statements were ‘doubtful’. The Commission stated that 
“Commander Qemal – whether he was present in the area on the actual day or not – is in a position to 
know what his soldiers did and to get information from them about the fate of the four men”.”  
 
“Despite the paucity of information on this case, Amnesty International believes that given the level of 
NLA activity in Drenovec on that day, it is likely that Simeon Jakimovski was abducted and/or killed by 
NLA units.”  
 
“The fate of Boshko Dimitrievski, born in 1945, and that of his brother Slavko, born in 1952, have yet to be 
established, though two versions as to the circumstances of either their abduction by the NLA or their 
extra-judicial killing by Macedonian forces were concurrently given to the Commission for the Kidnapped 
and Other Missing Persons.”  
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Amesty International: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur65/007/2002/en/   
  
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: Dark days in Tetovo  
 14 August 2002, Index number: EUR 65/007/2002  
  
Members of the NLA cannot be held accountable for the human rights abuses they committed. The 
shelling of villages by the NLA and government has caused an unknown amount of civilian deaths. The 
NLA has targeted, abused, kidnapped, and held captive ethnic Macedonians and Serbians because of 
their ethnicity. They have been accused of trying to ethnically cleanse the Macedonians. Between March 
and December 2001, 300 people were hospitalized due to injuries from the fighting between the 
government and NLA, two-thirds of them were civilians; doctors claim that this is a low number as many 
people could not get to hospitals. Due to lack of investigations the number of civilian injuries and deaths is 
unknown.   
  
“Twenty armed Albanians appeared from behind me and attacked me. I was hit with the butt of a rifle and 
they started to beat me. The attackers were in uniforms, with NLA [National Liberation Army] badges, 
berets, their faces were not covered. They put a mask over my head and handcuffed my hands behind 
me. [D]ifferent people came and beat us for two to three hours. They kicked me and hit me with wooden 
sticks, on the back and shoulders.  
-(Kole Nikolovski, reportedly beaten by NLA combatants, July 2001)”  
  
“An amnesty granted for “criminal acts related to the conflict of 2001” has ensured that members of the 
NLA will not be held accountable for abuses of human rights.”  
 
“The abductions and beatings carried out by NLA members in contravention of Common Article 3 of the 
Geneva Conventions are also of great concern to AI, particularly because many of the cases have not 
been investigated properly and resolved because of the amnesty law.”  
 
“From the beginning of July 2001, the NLA entered villages at the foot of the Shar mountains north of 
Tetovo, some of which are partly or wholly inhabited by ethnic Macedonians, and serious abuses against 
ethnic Macedonians were reported. An elderly civilian, Boris Magdenovski, was reported by neighbours to 
have been deliberately shot and killed by the NLA in Brezno on 1 July 2001. There were expulsions of 
ethnic Macedonians from their homes and frequent reports of the NLA taking civilians captive, often only 
for a few hours but sometimes for longer. In late July the Interior Ministry withdrew the police from the 
villages of Leshok, previously inhabited only by ethnic Macedonians, and Neproshteno, a mixed 
community. They allegedly distributed firearms to Macedonian civilians as they left. The NLA was 
subsequently reported to have abducted several dozen people from these two villages. By mid-August 
tens of thousands of people were registered as internally displaced by the Macedonian Red Cross amid 
fears of an attempt by the NLA to ethnically cleanse the Tetovo region of ethnic Macedonians.”  
“Even the presence of representatives of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and OSCE 
did not prevent the NLA from abducting Zhivko Bozinovski of Leshok.”  
 
“Zhivko Bozinovski made a distinction between the guards who treated them reasonably and groups of 
young NLA fighters who threatened them. “The beating itself was not as frightening as the threats to kill 
us and cut us in pieces which they made twenty times a day.”  
 
“However, shelling with heavy artillery by the security forces went ahead in the knowledge that large 
numbers of civilians were present. The most sustained shelling of villages was carried out in the Skopje 
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and Kumanovo regions, but there were also reports of similar attacks on villages around Tetovo. The 
number of civilian deaths and injuries caused by such shelling is unknown.”  
 
“On 24 May 2001 seven members of the Zymberi family were reportedly killed after a 155mm artillery 
shell was fired by the security forces and penetrated a basement in Slupcane near Kumanovo in which 
they were sheltering. A number of civilians were also reported to have been shot dead during armed 
clashes near police checkpoints in the Tetovo region, although reports that these killings were deliberate 
or indiscriminate are unconfirmed. It was frequently reported that the NLA fired on the security forces from 
private houses and in areas where civilians could have been caught in the cross-fire. The ICTY is 
investigating an incident of shooting by the security forces in which ten ethnic Albanians were killed on 12 
August 2001 in Ljuboten near Skopje in disputed circumstances. The bodies have been exhumed as part 
of the investigation.   
 
According to the Director of Tetovo hospital, approximately 300 people were hospitalized as a result of 
injuries sustained in the fighting between March and December 2001, about two-thirds of whom were 
reportedly civilians. He pointed out that this was an underestimate of the total number of injuries as many 
villages were cut off from access to the hospital because of the hostilities.   
Due to lack of investigations and prosecutions to date it has not been possible to establish responsibility 
for civilian casualties or whether they were the result of indiscriminate or disproportionate attacks.”  
 
Human Rights Watch:https://www.hrw.org/news/2001/10/02/no-immunity-gross-violations-macedonia  
No Immunity for Gross Violations in Macedonia: Amnesty For Rebels Should Not Bar War Crimes 
Prosecutions- October 2, 2001  
 
The NLA has been targeting ethnic Macedonians and Serbians submitting them to abuse and holding 
them against their will. While holding captive these people members of the NLA repeatedly threaten to kill 
them, sometimes even staging mock executions.   
 
“Human Rights Watch has investigated several cases of serious NLA abuses against civilians. In June 
2001, NLA forces detained and tortured eight elderly ethnic Serb civilians from the village of Matejce, who 
were subjected to mock executions.    
 
On August 7, 2001, uniformed members of the NLA kidnapped for several hours three road construction 
workers, who were severely beaten and sexually abused. There have also been allegations of 
kidnappings, expulsion of civilians, and destruction of religious sites by the NLA.”   
  
Human Rights Watch:https://www.hrw.org/news/2001/08/10/torture-kidnappings-albanians-macedonia   
Torture, Kidnappings by Albanians in Macedonia-August 10, 2001  
 
Members if the NLA kidnapped, sexually abused, and tortured 5 ethnic Macedonians. In what the report 
claims is a part of the growing trend of kidnapping by the NLA.   
 
“Ethnic Albanian rebels in Macedonia brutally tortured, sexually abused and mutilated five ethnic 
Macedonian road workers after abducting them from the Skopje-Tetovo highway on Tuesday, Human 
Rights Watch said today.   
The abductions were part of an increasing pattern of illegal detentions and kidnappings by ethnic 
Albanian fighters who call themselves the National Liberation Army (NLA).”   
  
Website:http://ucdp.uu.se/#/actor/361  
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Year: 2001  
  
Both the government and NLA have brutally killed based on ethnicity claiming by May 2001, 25 battle 
related deaths. The website claims that up to 100 people died in battles by the end of the conflict with 56 
deaths from state based violence.   
 
“The conflict escalated in March, with UCK advancing in the north-western parts of Macedonia and the 
government army launching a full-scale offensive. Many civilians were attacked on basis of their ethnicity, 
and the attitudes between the two ethnic groups became increasingly hostile. By May, the fights had 
claimed 25 battle-related deaths.”  
 
“However, the week before a peace agreement was signed, the conflict escalated drastically. The last 
week of fighting turned out to be the bloodiest week of the conflict. All in all, up to 100 people died in 
battles during the course of the conflict.” 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Farrier Marion. 2001. Facts on File Yearbook 2001. Facts on File News Service. USA 
 
"Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: Dark Days in Tetovo." Amnesty International. August 14, 2002. 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur65/007/2002/en/. 
 
Lacina Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of Coding 
Decisions    
 
"Macedonia: "Where Are They Now"? Their Families Need to Know! Alleged "Disappearances" and 
Abductions in 2001." Amnesty International. February 1, 2003. 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur65/004/2003/en/. 
 
Nicholas, Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858    
 
"No Immunity for Gross Violations in Macedonia." Human Rights Watch. September 22, 2008.. 
www.hrw.org/news/2001/10/02/no-immunity-gross-violations-macedonia. 
 
"Torture, Kidnappings by Albanians in Macedonia." Human Rights Watch. September 22, 2008. 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2001/08/10/torture-kidnappings-albanians-macedonia. 
 
UCDP 2010 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
3441991 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Croatia 
 
Startdate *  
02/01/1991 
 
Enddate *  
11/12/1995 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Under the Erdut agreement, the Eastern Slavonia territory was not transferred to Croatia until 
January 15, 1998. Violence may have continued after November 12, but this does not seem to 
have fallen under the category of insurgency or counterinsurgency. Rather, it appears to have 
been, if anything, a continuance of the genocide against civilians, with no real antigovernment 
force present. With respect to the start date, the Log Revolution began in 1990, but serious battle 
deaths and organized resistance did not occur until February 1991. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Franjo Tudjman 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Military of the Republic of Serbian Krajina (VSK) 
 
Rebel2 
Serbian Irregulars 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 
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Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Fighting was concentrated in Kninska Krajina, Western Slavonia, and Eastern Slavonia regions of 
Croatia. While some fighting occurred in other regions, namely Dalmatia, these areas formed the 
seceding provinces that comprised the Republic of Serbian Krajina. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned 
the military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization(NATO) 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
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CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 

New Code: 1 
  
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
At first, the only military forces available to the new Croatian government were police forces. 
These were quickly turned into a quasi-military force upon independence. There were around 
50,000 of these at the start, and they fared badly against the JNA forces and the VSK. During the 
stalemate from 1992-1994, the Croatian government hired Military Professional Resources, Inc. 
(MPRI) to train its officers. The military was expanded, reequipped, and retrained. It was turned 
into a a formidable fighting force, and the decisive offensives, Operation Storm and Operation 
Flash, were carried out swifly, efficiently, and with minimal government casualties. There were 
thirty attack points, and the army moved in pincer-like attacks. Its immediate goal was Knin, the 
capital of Krajina.  
 
CivTarget: Throughout the conflict, both sides consistently failed to avoid attacking civilian 
populations. 
 
Resettle: after the Croatian army retook areas, they were ethnically cleansed, with most of the 
Serbs fleeing from Croatia. 
 
Strategic Air: almost all bombing of Serb forces was carried out by NATO. 
 
ForceModel: 2 is true for the decisive part of the conflict, but prior to the military enhancement 
during the stalemate years, 1 had been true. 
 
Concentration: at it's greatest extent, the Serb military controlled upwards of 30% of Croatian 
territory. 
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New ForceDescrip: Tudjman launched a brief offensive against Western Krajina in 
February 1993, seizing much of the area around . Zadar as a result. Then, the Croats 
halted their offensive for a couple years. Their second offensive was launched in May 
1995 against Western Slavonia. They captured it within a few days, relocating 18,000 
Serbians. They again attacked Krajina in August 1995, relocating another 200,000 Serbs 
within days. During this stage, the Croatian army is guilty of some ethnic cleansing, as 
those Serbs who remained behind were threatened, attacked, and even murdered. By 
November 1995, a negotiated settlement between Eastern Slavonia and Croatia had 
been reached, and UN troops were brought in to supervise the transfer of power.  

 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
200000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
7000 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
55000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
6000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
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AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
1 
 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
Serb 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
50 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
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Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
50 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Facts on File 
 
Lacina 2009 
 
Human Rights Watch 
 
Tanner, M. 2001. Croatia: a nation forged in war. New Haven, CT: Yale Nota Bene 
Brogan, P. 1998. World Conflicts: A comprehensive guide to world strife since 1945.  
Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc.  
 
Ciment, J. 2006. Encyclopedia of conflicts since world war II.  
 
Clodfelter, M. 2002. Warfare and armed conflicts: A statistical reference. Jefferson, 
NC: McFarland and Company, Inc. 
  

New Sources:  
Dixon, Jeffrey and Meredith R. Sarkees. 2016. A Guide to Intra-State Wars: An 
Examination of Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. SAGE 
Publications, http://dx.doi.org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.4135/9781452234205 

 
Sambanis 
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Notes * 
Two conflicts were ongoing at this time: the insurgency against the Croatian government by 
Serbs in the Krajina, and the efforts by the JNA, or Yugoslavia under Milosevic, to return parts of 
Croatia to Yugoslavia, or "Greater Serbia." As both Milosevic and the Krajinian Serbs had the 
same general goals, their forces often worked together, and these two conflicts form one. It is 
difficult to separate battle deaths in the Croatian army between those inflicted by the JNA and by 
insurgents. Therefore, the battle deaths coded here may represent a totaling of both. I feel that 
this is acceptable as the JNA serves as a external actor helping the Serb insurgents. 
 
 New Notes: 

Strategicair= bombing done by NATO, not Croatian gov’t 
 

resettle= forced resettlement of Croatian Serbs to Serbia was primary 
goal/strategy; those who remained were strategically attacked and killed 
(civtarget/ethnic cleansing)encyclopedia 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
3451991 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Yugoslavia 
 
Startdate *  
07/04/1991 
 
Enddate *  
05/22/1992 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
The enddate refers to the recognition of Croatia as a sovereign state. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Slobodan Milošević) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Primarily the Croatia region of Yugoslavia.    
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned 
the military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 

New Code: 4 
 

Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
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2  
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
The Yugoslavian Army (JNA) which was well trained and equipped relative to the Croatian forces, 
but it also relied very heavily on proxy Serbian militias to control the parts of Croatian territory with 
sizable Serb populations. This dependence was due to the high desertion rate among Croat and 
Serb members of the JNA. The JNA began to push beyond the border areas and lay siege to the 
strategic town of Vukovar and port city of Dubrovnik with heavily artillery. The JNA navy also 
blockaded Croat cities on the Dalmatian coast. After the Croatian rebels were able to capture 
JNA weapons and armoured vehicles, the JNA committed several massacres of Croat 
detainees.JNA forces withdrew after the January ceasefire, though they continued to aid the 
militias. 
 

New ForceDescrip: The HDZ was founded by Franjo Tudjman to advocated for an 
independent Croatia. It entered candidates in the multi-party Croatian election elections 
of 1990 and won the majority. As it began its movement for complete independence, the 
region of Karjina vote (majority Serbs) voted to declare independence from Croatia. A 
quasi-state of war ensured between the Croatian Serbs and police forces. Croatian 
independence was formally declared on June 26, 1991, and the Yugoslav army 
immediately began cooperating with Serb militants in Croatia. The Yugoslav army had at 
its disposal large tanks and advanced shelling weaponry. In August 1991, the Yugoslav 
army invaded Croatia, and the next month it shelled the city of Dubrovnik (Dixon and 
Sarkees). After months of driving Croats out of the villages neighboring Krajina as an 
ethnic cleansing tactic, the army began shelling the city of Vukovar in a campaign that 
lasted three months. They captured the city on November 20th. Most surviving Croats 
were driven out, but a large number of men were “simply rounded up and executed” 
(Ciment, 777). After gaining as much Croatian territory as he thought possible, Milsovic 
agreed to the UN peace plan, temporarily creating a cease fire. 

 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
158,000 
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TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1300 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
60,000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1500 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
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cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
Croat 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
0 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
3 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
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2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Clodfelter, Michael. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other 
Figures, 1500-2000. 2 ed. London: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002. 
 
Lacina Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of 
Coding Decisions  
 
Nicholas, Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an 
Operational Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858  
 
UCDP 2010  
 

New Sources: 
Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New 
York: Routledge. 

 
Dixon, Jeffrey and Meredith R. Sarkees. 2016. A Guide to Intra-State Wars: An 
Examination of Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. SAGE 
Publications, http://dx.doi.org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.4135/9781452234205 

 
Cigar, Norman. 1993. “The Serbo-Croatian War, 1991: Political and Military 
Dimensions.” The Journal of Strategic Studies 16(3): 297-338.  
https://doi.org/10.1080/01402399308437521 
 

 
Notes * 
The Yugoslavian government did make an effort to protect ethnic Serbs during the conflict, but it 
also was largely indiscriminate in its killing of Croats and for this reason we coded civilian secure 
as 2.  

The number given under NumTrps was the size of the total force, but actual number deployed to 
Croatia was likely smaller. 

There was a lack of information regarding Yugoslavian (Serbian) casualties, as well as how many 
JNA troops were deployed in Croatia for the conflict. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
3451998 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Yugoslavia 
 
Startdate * 02/11/1998 
 
Enddate * 06/20/1999 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Slobodan Milošević) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Primarily the Kosovo region of Yugoslavia.    
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
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a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
1 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
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noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 

-The Yugoslavian Army, which was comprised mostly of Serbs, used very heavy handed 
tactics that resulted in high civilian casualties. The army had at its disposal Soviet tanks, 
artillery, helicopters, and aircraft, all of which featured heavily in its operations. Though 
the UCK had slowly gained control over 40%of Kosovo, the army focused on disrupting 
the UCK weapons distribution and logistics. The army in an attempt to quickly destroy the 
UCK, used massive artillery bombardments in which several villages were destroyed and 
hundreds of thousands of refugees were created. The crisis prompted NATO 
intervention, which forced the army to disperse into smaller units to avoid the massive 
bombing campaign NATO implemented. These units would hide in forests to avoid being 
spotted and then resume operations at night. A ceasefire was implemented, but the 
Yugoslavian Army used this to reorganize and began anti-UCK operations soon after.  

 
New ForceDescrip: The UCK formed in 1997 in response to Serbian police brutality. In 
early 1998, it gained control of many rural territories by attacking and displacing many 
Serbs. In response, government units began attacking UCK villages and killing dozens of 
civilians. Civilians were massacred in Drenoc, Lirez, Likosana, Prekaz, and other towns. 
They began leveling entire villages with air bombardment in August 1998, and after 
refusing to accept the terms of a peace agreement in France, NATO began attacking 
Serbian military strongholds. In response, the Serbia police force escalated their brutality 
against civilians, particularly Albanians, killing several thousand. However, the NATO 
forces quickly proved to be stronger than the government forces, and the Serbian forces 
withdrew in June 1999, allowing NATO forces to enter and take over.  

 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
44,000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
20,000 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
Albanian 
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ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
3 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
3 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
16 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Christopher, Paul. Victory Has A Thousand Fathers: Detailed Counterinsurgency Case Studies. 
RAND COIN Study. 2010. 
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Lacina Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of 
Coding Decisions  
 
Nicholas, Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an 
Operational Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858  
 
Project Ploughshares. Armed Conflict Report: Serbia and Montenegro (ex-Yugoslavia) - Kosovo 
(1998 - first combat deaths). 2010 
 
UCDP 2010    
 

New Sources:  
1) Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. 
New York: Routledge. 

 
Notes * Brief coder notes on ambiguous, contradictory, and missing data for each case. 
There were no figures found on either government or rebel casualties, though it is suspected that 
they made up a small percentage of the between 4,000 and 11,000 total deaths believed to be 
caused by the conflict. 

Conflicting Cases Notes: 
Note: Merge with 3451994? It seems that dyad, which goes until 1999, should just be tied to a 
rolling conflict from 1994-1999, which would incorporate this one as well. Clodfelter: doesn't cover 
end of the war; UCDP: "The conflict ended in 1999 when a NATO bombing campaign forced the 
government of Yugoslavia to sign a peace agreement and withdraw its forces from Kosovo. A 
peacekeeping force was stationed in Kosovo and the future status of the territory was to be 
decided through negotiations." Dixon and Sarkees (2015) codes Kosovo Independence War 
(February 28, 1998 - March 23, 1999).  Termination when NATO took over the fighting against 
Yugoslavia. The fighing continued as a new war (Interstate war #221, but no further information is 
available about the new war.) 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
3461992 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
Startdate *  
03/22/1992 
 
Enddate *  
11/21/1995 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Startdate varies widely according to different sources. COW codes it as 3/3/1992, the day in which a 
referendum for independence took place and conflict began. However, sources indicate only about 4 
deaths that day (Washington Post). PRIO codes it as late April-early May. However, according to Glenny, 
an attack occurred on March 22 which killed over forty people. Thus, this is coded as startdate. (Glenny 
167). Enddate is based on date peace argreement was signed (OnWar, Glenny, Rogel, COW) 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Alia Izetbegovic, Party of Democratic Action--SDA (largely Muslim) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Serbian irregulars 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
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border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Entire country 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
4 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
0 
 NewCode: 1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Government forces, which were initially quite weak, were composed of brigades that relied on basic 
artillery and heavy shelling. They relied heavily on MNF intervention, which contributed strategic air 
support and were crucial in determining the outcome. 
 

New ForceDescrip: 
Outbreak of war began in March 1992 after Bosnia declared independence from Yugoslavia and 
Bosnian Serbs declared independence from Bosnia (led by Karadzic). The Serbs began attacking 
Muslim villages and conducting ethnic cleansings which lasted throughout the duration of the war 
until 1995 when international support for Bosnia finally occurred. The Bosnian army was poorly 
organized and largely ineffective, and by December 1992 the Serbs controlled all but 4 enclaves, 
one of which was Sarajevo. Though Bosnia maintained control of Sarajevo, the hills surrounding 
the city were Serbian controlled, so it was shelled and fired upon frequently. Serbian militiamen 
killed, imprisoned, raped, and deported soldiers and civilians alike. One enclave, Srebrenica, was 
controlled by a former police officer who conducted raids on Serb villages “with the same brutality 
as the Serbs,” executing many who did not flee. This civtargeting occurred between 04/1992 and 
01/1993. Bosnian milita units became more effective in the summer of 1993, and the Muslim-
Croat alliance was reinforced the following spring. However, the war did not truly turn for Bosnia 
until the “slaughter of Srebrenica” by the Bosnian Serbs, which gained much international 
attention and forced intervention by NATO and several EU countries. Thereafter, with 
international support and constant NATO air strikes, Bosnia began to retake control of the 
territory and the Serbs were forced to accept a cease-fire. On 11/22/1995, a peace agreement 
was signed in Dayton, Ohio. 

 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
110000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
30759 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
80000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
20665 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
2 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Serbs 
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ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
 
IGO * 
1 
 
IGO Name* 
NATO, UNPROFOR 
 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
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Harden, Blaine. “In Bosnia, 'It Is Very Ugly, Very Sad What Is Hapenning'.” Washington Post. A16, April  
13, 1992. http://proquest.umi.com.proxyremote.galib.uga.edu/pqdweb?index=0&did=1155430482& 
SrchMode=1&sid=2&Fmt=10&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=HNP&TS=1285182048&c
lientId=30345. 
 
Tabeau, Ewa, and Jakub Bijak. “War-related Deaths in the 1992–1995 Armed Conflicts in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina: A Critique of Previous Estimates and Recent Results.” European Journal of Population 21, 
no. 2/3 (May 2005): 187-215.  
 
Ball, Patrick, Ewa Tabeau, and Philip Verwimp. The Bosnian Book of Dead: Assessment of the Database 
(Full Report). HiCN Research Design Notes. Households in Conflict Network. 
http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/hicresdes/5.htm. 
 
Glenny, Misha. The Fall of Yugoslavia : The Third Balkan War. London: Penguin, 1992.  
 
Rogel, Carole. The Breakup of Yugoslavia and Its Aftermath. Rev. ed. Westport, Conn: Greenwood 
Press, 2004.  
Silber, Laura. Yugoslavia : Death of a Nation. Edited by Allan Little. New York: TV Books, 1996.  
Brogan, Patrick. World Conflicts. 3rd ed. Lanham, Md: Scarecrow Press, 1998.  
 
“Bosnia Civil War 1992-1995.” OnWar, December 16, 2000. 
http://www.onwar.com/aced/chrono/c1900s/yr90/fbosnia1992.htm. 
 
Central and Southwest Bosnia-Herzegovina: Civilian Population Trapped in a Cycle of Violence. Amnesty 
International, January 1, 1994. http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/EUR63/001/1994/en 
 
 New Sources: 

1) Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York: 
Routledge. 
2) Dixon, Jeffrey and Meredith R. Sarkees. 2016. A Guide to Intra-State Wars: An Examination of 
Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. SAGE 
Publications, http://dx.doi.org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.4135/9781452234205 
3) Sambinis 
4) RGD Coding Notes 

 
Notes * 
CivTarget: Given the large amount of civilian casualties on each side (Serb non-combatants amount to 
around 21,000), variable coded as 3. However, no specific evidence found about campaigns by 
government forces. Rather, it seems that a Croat forces are largely respionsible for targeting Serbian 
noncombatants (Glenny, Rogel, Ball Tabeau and Verwimp)  
StrategicAir: Although airpower played quite a significant role in the development of the civil war 
throughout the years, evidence found suggests that the Bosnian government itself did not have access to 
resources for strategic bombing. Rather, the government relied on NATO for its air power. (290 Glenny)  
GovComp: In accordance with the Dayton agreement, Bosnia-Hercegovina is composed of a few para-
states divided along ethnic lines. Though these hold a certain amount of autonomy, the central 
government is held by the previous incumbent government with little powersharing -- Glenny 
AsstEcon and AsstSanct--no evidence found 
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-many airstrikes occurred in the final year of conflict, but all were conducted by NATO 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3501946 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Greece 
  
Startdate * 02/12/1946 
  
Enddate * 10/16/149 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
Start and enddates are consistent in the literature. Though some discuss hostilitis that occurred in 1943-
1945, they are generally considered to be the result of revilaries between leftist and rightist factions in the 
post-German power vacuum. Further, they are outside the temporal scope of this dataset. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
King George and King Paul 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Democratic Army of Greece (DSE) 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Guerilla warfare covered entire country, Crete, and the Aegean and Ionian islands. Heaviest fighting was 
in Macedonian mountains and northwestern portion of the country (CLOD.) 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
3 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
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care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Though guerilla fighting took place across the country and throughout the conflict, government forces 
were consistently on the offense and focused on attacking known guerilla bases (mostly in the mountains 
throughout the country).  Government forces would attack in strong columns which often overwhelmed 
the guerillas.  Sometimes they used air attacks prior to invasion - strategic bombing.  Government forces 
also used heavy artillery (ex: firing at one base with 4,000 rounds).  In short, the overall strategy appears 
to be overwhelming the guerillas with superior force and numbers. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
205000  
 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 4 
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GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  

● 15969 (CLOD) 
● 8400 (CLOSE) 

 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
2800 (CLOD) 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  

● 50000 (CLOD) 
● 20000 (CLOSE) 

  
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
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ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
2 — war with ELAS in 1944 (fought by the British) 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
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rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
The only area where there was significant discrepancy in the literature was regarding casualty numbers.  
CLOD noted high casualties on both sides, while other sources (CLOSE) argued the numbers were much 
lower.  As I could find no supporting evidence for lower numbers but CLOD's estimations were cited in 
multiple sources I followed those footsteps. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
AT - Averoff-Tossizza, Evangelos. 1978. By Fire and Axe. New Rochelle, NY: Caratzas Brothers, 
Publishers. 
 
CIMT - Ciment, James. 1999. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II Vol. I. Chicago: Fitzroy 
Dearborn Publishers. 
 
CLOD - Clodfelter, Micheal. 1992. Warfare and Armed Conflicts. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 
Inc. 
 
CLOSE - Close, David. H. 1993. The Greek Civil War, 1943-1950. London: Routledge 
 
 

178

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3521954 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Cyprus 
  
Startdate * 04/01/1954 
  
Enddate * 03/01/1959 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
British— Governor Sir John Harding 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Ethniki Organosis Kyprios Agoniston 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Entire Country 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
2 
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IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government used military troops, police force, and a few hundred militia to right the rebels.  Rebels 
were using terrorist tactics, such as kidnapping, to fight the British regime.   
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
40000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  

● 142 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
273 regulars; 750 part-time 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
366  
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 
 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
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1 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
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Violence erupted in 1973 between ethnic Greek Cyproits and Turkish Cypriots.   
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Clodfelter 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3591992 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Moldova 
  
Startdate * 01/03/1992 
  
Enddate * 07/27/1992 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
First signs of violence in September of 1990, when Dniester declared independence. Concentrated 
violence did not really begin until 1992, and serious military actions did not come until March of 1992. 
Ceasefires were constantly signed then broken. Last ceasefire 07/21/1992. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Mircea Snegur 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Dniester Republic 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.   
Eastern bank of the Dniester river, sometimes called Trans-Dniester or Dniestria.  
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
There were allegations of human rights abuses by both sides. Before the conflict 10,000 police were 
enlisted to help combat violent separatism. Afterwards, it appears that many of these police were used as 
a sort of paramilitary force to augment the actual military. Some bombing was used by Moldovan govt. 
The Moldovan govt. appeared to make a constant effort to rely more on diplomacy throughout the conflict.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Russian;Ukrainian 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
5 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
53 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
Notes * 
 
Many sources state a number around 1000 for total casualties, but none seem to distinguish between the 
rebel forces and government forces. The Russian 14th Army provided most of the support to the rebels, 
but seemed to be out of Moscow's control at times. The conflict is defined by some sources as ethnic,by 
some as political. There were definite ethnic tones, as the ethnic Russians and Ukrainians identified more 
with Russia. This was in contrast to the ethnic Moldovans, who identified with Romania. The multinational 
peacekeeping force consists of the remnants of the Russian 14th Army, as well as Moldovan forces and 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Sambanis 2006 
 
Brezianu, A. 2007. Historical dictionary of Moldova. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Diller, D. 1993. Russia and the independent states. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly, Inc. 
 
EACD 2009 
 
Facts on File 1992 
 
Kolsto, P. 2002. National integration and violent conflict in post-soviet societies: The cases of Estonia and 
Moldova. Oxford, England: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 
 
Minahan, J. 2002. Encyclopedia of the stateless nations: Ethnic and national groups around the world. 
Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 
 
PRIO battle deaths 2009 
 
RAND COIN Report 2010 
 
Sanchez, A. W. 2009. The “frozen” southeast: how the Moldova-Transnistria question has become a 
European geo-security issue. Journal of Slavic Military Studies. 
http://ehis.ebscohost.com/eds/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=3&hid=116&sid=c761de7a-e476-4955-8979-
263289a0e2a0%40sessionmgr110 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3601989 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Romania 
  
Startdate * 12/16/1989 
  
Enddate * 12/28/1989 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
Some sources end the conflict earlier, after Ceauşescu's fall, but the last fighting with the "terrorists" 
seems to have occured on Dec. 28th. in Brăila and Bucharest. The military declared the end of the 
revolution on Dec. 29th.  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Communist Government (Nicolae Ceauşescu) and Securitate 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Anti-Ceauşescu forces eventually represented by the National Salvation Front 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
  
The Revolution began in Timişoara, which is in the Banat region. After Dec. 16th, it began to spread to 
cities throughout the country, but fighting remained concentrated in urban areas which had a military 
garrison nearby. 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
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care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government forces were characterized during the first part of the revolution as military and 
paramilitary, while after Ceauşescu fled, they were characterized by "unknown terrorists" and some 
elements of the Securitate(secret police). 
 
CivAction- Ceauşescu promised reforms and improvements in an attempt to appease protestors, but 
these were not carried out before his fall. 
 
CivSecure- prior to Ceauşescu's flight, the military had attacked crowds of protestors, but had also 
attempted to mitigate some of the violence, but this was in direct contrast to the presidents orders and 
was done on the orders of those who became some of the "revolutionary leaders." 
 
Decap- While the protestors had no real leaders, Ceauşescu identified some traitors within his 
government and threatened to have them executed. The defense minister died under suspicious 
circumstances, and some sources say the president ordered his assassination. As Ceauşescu might 
have seen him as a leading insurgent, this may represent a sort of decapitation strategy. 
 
CivTarget- Before the army switched sides, it was responsible for some attacks on protestors. After 
Ceauşescu fled, forces loyal to him(elements of the Securitate and the "terrorists") were responsible for 
indiscriminate violence against citizens and the military. 
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NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
171000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
300 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
NA 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
1104 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
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0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
 1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
5 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
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ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
There is a great deal of confusion in this case, especially after the Ceauşescu's flight on Dec. 22nd. 
Casualty figures for the government may not be exact as the pro-government "terrorist" casualty count is 
uncertain. 
 
LastCW is coded as five to account for the failed coup attempt of 1984. 
 
Also, the government after Ceauşescu's fall was composed of many of the same individuals. These 
individuals successfully co-opted the revolution at the last minute and proclaimed themselves the leaders 
of the "National Salvation Front". They quickly arrested and executed Nicolae and Elena Ceauşescu and 
consolidated power with the help of the army. The Romanian revolution was the most violent anti-
communist revolution, but it was the least effective at removing the communist party's leaders from its 
government. I have attempted to select the closest option for these, but the options do not seem to be 
truly representative of the reality of the situation. 
 
 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Chenoweth 2008 
 
COW Intra-State War 2000 
 
EACD 2009 
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Hentea, Călin. 2007. Brief romanian military history. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Ratesh, Nestor. 1991. Romania: the entangled revolution. New York: The Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 
 
Siani-Davies, Peter. 2005. The romanian revolution of december 1989. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
3651944 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Russia (USSR) 
 
Startdate * 9/01/1944 
 
Enddate * 11/04/1956 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
The end date used is from Lyall and Wilson. End dates from other datasets (1948) are too early – 
significant fighting took place after their end date. Start date is my own as all other datasets begin in 
1946. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Russia (USSR) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Forest Brothers 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Primarily in the Parnumaa, Vorumaa and Virumaa districts. Virumaa is in the northeast, Vorumma in the 
southeast and Parnumma in the southwest. The center of the country saw only sporadic fighting after the 
early stages of the conflict (1944-1946) 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
4 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
In the initial stages of the conflict, Soviet forces (as in Ukraine, Latvia and Lithuania, NKVD troops rather 
than regular Red Army units) attempted to prevent the outmigration of people from Estonia by guarding 
and blocking bridges and roads. The USSR also formed “destruction battalions” to attempt to root out 
insurgents, who quickly fled deep into forested areas and swamps. Later Soviet strategy focused on 
isolating and deporting people from towns that had supported rebels, and the USSR carried out a 
systematic propaganda campaign against the Forest Brothers and collaborators. Torture was also used to 
extract information from partisans and civilians alike. Amnesty was also offered to partisans. The ratio of 
Soviet forces to the population was high – roughly 1 soldier for every 4 civilians. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
1250000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
891 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
35000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
17468 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
24 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Anusauskas, Arvydas. 2002. A comparison of the armed struggles for independence in the Baltic states 
and Western Ukraine. In The anti-Soviet resistance in the Baltic States, edited by A. Anusauskas. Vilnius, 
Lithuania: Genocide and Resistance Research Centre of Lithuania. 
 
Laar, Matt. 1992. War in the woods: Estonia’s struggle for survival 1944-1956. Trans. Tiina Ets. 
Washington, D.C.: The Compass Press. 
 
Lyall, Jason and Isaiah Wilson. 2009. Rage Against the Machines: Explaining Outcomes in 
Counterinsurgency 
Wars.” International Organization 63, 67-106. 
 
Nahaylo, Bohdan and Victor Swoboda. 1990. Soviet disunion: A history of the nationalities problem in the 
USSR. New York: The Free Press. 
 
Raun, Toivo U. 2001. Estonia and the Estonians. Stanford, California: Hoover Institution Press. 
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Notes * 
The rebel casualty numbers are likely too high as they include some partisans captured by Soviet forces. 
The only other estimation only counts partisans killed by the regular Soviet Army and is likely far too low 
since NKVD forces carried out much of the anti-partisan fighting in Estonia. The Russian Civil War as 
fought in Estonia between 1918 and 1920 is coded as the last civil war. The ‘sanctuary’ variable is coded 
yes since sanctuary was provided in other parts of the USSR (Latvia, Lithuania), not technically another 
state. ‘Concentration’ is coded for the Estonian SSR, not the USSR as a whole as this provides a more 
accurate picture of how dispersed combat was. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
3651990 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Russia (USSR) 
 
Startdate * 1/19/1990 
 
Enddate * 2/01/1990 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
The start date is when the government cracked down on rebels. The end date is when fighting tapered 
off. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev, Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Azerbaijani Popular Front (the APF)/ Popular Front of Azerbaijan (PFA) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
City of Baku in Azerbaijan 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
On 19 January, radical members of the APF attacked and captured government buildings in Baku. Within 
a few hours, a large-scale Soviet intervention was launched to restore order. The attack was 
spearheaded by tanks and armored personnel carriers (the troop size for the intervention included about 
6000 members).  After putting down the rebellion, the troops rounded up members  and leaders of the 
rebel group and also seized a storehouse of weapons and ammunitions. 
 
During the street fighting, civilians were also targeted by Soviet troops. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
3988000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
25 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
85 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
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0 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
16 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Clodfelter, Micheal. 1992. Warfare and Armed Conflicts. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc. 
 
EACD 2009  
 
Facts on File Inc., 1990.  Encyclopedia of World History.  Facts on File Library of World History.  New 
York: Facts on File. 
 
Keesing’s Record of World Events. 1990. Ed. Roger East. Cambridge: Longman. 
 
The Military Balance 1990 
 
PRIO 2009 
 
Sambanis 2006 
  
UCDP 2010 

 
 
Notes * 
The APF was started in 1989, and had begun as a movement to try and move away from Soviet 
communism, but it was until 1990 that members in the group carried out attacks to capture government 
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buildings. It was this that started the conflict. 
 
While the rebels were put down by the governent’s tactics, it should be noted that a year later the Soviet 
Union fell and Azerbaijan was given freedom. The first president of Azerbaijan came for the AFP party. 
 
The troop size for the rebels could not be found. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
3651994 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Russia 
 
Startdate * 12/11/1994 
 
Enddate * 8/22/1996 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Russian Government 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Chechen Rebels 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Great deal of fighting concentrated on the Chechen capital of Grozny, which was first taken by Russian 
forces then retaken by Chechen rebels. After losing Grozny, Chechen rebels fled south and fighting 
became more dispersed.  
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
4 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
The Russian military first attempted to capture the Chechen capital city of Grozny. Units quickly became 
bogged down in street fighting. Very heavy aerial and artillery bombing accompanied the Russian ground 
offensive on Grozny. After capturing the city, the Russian military pursued Chechen forces into the 
mountains in southern Chechnya. Russia eventually controlled much of the region but fighting and taking 
of Russian hostages continued. In April 1996 a guided-missile attack killed Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. In August 1996 rebels racaptured Grozny and Russian forces withdrew from Chechnya after 
the signing of a peace agreement. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
1500000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
7500 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
15000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
4000 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Chechens 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
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0 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Brogan, Patrick. 1998. World Conflicts. 3rd ed. Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press. 
 
Ciment, James, ed. 1999. Encyclopedia of conflicts since World War II. Chicago, London: Fitzroy 
Dearborn. 
 
Clodfelter, Michael. 2002. Warfare and Armed Conflicts. 2nd ed. Jefferson, North Carolina: Mcfarland and 
Company.  
 
Dunlop, John, 2000. How Many Soldiers and Civilians Died during the Russo-Chechen war of 1994–
1996? Central Asian Survey 19(3/4): 329–339. 
 
EACD 2009 
 
PRIO 2009 
 
Sambanis 2006 

 
 
Notes * 
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Negotiated settlement did not include agreement over governance - the agreement stated that the issue 
would be postponed until 2001. Civil war was ongoing when Russia intervened in Chechnya, thus 
'LastCW' is coded 0.   
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3721989 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Georgia 
  
Startdate * 11/23/1989 
  
Enddate * 08/19/2004 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
Hostilities began in November 1989, and were intermittent but ongoing until a state of emergency was 
formally declared and Georgian troops deployed in early December 1990 - MIKA, FOF, ZURC.  Though 
fighting significantly died down during the late-1990s, it was ongoing.  Given this, I use PRIO’s enddate of 
August 2004. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia, followed by Eduard Shevardnadze 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Republic of South Ossetia 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
  
Fighting was concentrated around city of Tskhinvali and in the South Ossetia region in northern Georgia 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
South Ossetian and Georgian forces used heavy “military hardware”, including tanks and armored 
vehicles.  Further, both sides were said to commit atrocities against non-combatants, including some 60-
100 South Ossetian villages destroyed by Georgia troop raids.  Georgia troops maintained a blockade of 
the city of Tskhinvali throughout the winter of 1991.  Ossetian forces were better organized than Georgian 
forces, who experienced some dissention in the ranks about the incentives for protracted warfare in a 
poor province. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
5000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
400 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
2400 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
400 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
1 
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EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Ossetian 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
2 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
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60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
This case is similar to the Abkhazia/Georgia case in that while tensions are considered to be ongoing and 
South Ossetia never seceded from Georgia, Georgia maintains relatively little autonomy over the area 
(though a bit more so than in Abkhazia).  Casualty variables are made using best estimates from the 
sources. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
CIMT - Ciment, James. 1999. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II, Vol.1. Chicago: Fitzroy 
Dearborn Publishers. 
 
FOF - Facts on File Inc., 1990, 1991, 1992.  Encyclopedia of World History.  Facts on File Library of 
World History.  New York: Facts on File. 
 
ICG - International Crisis Group. 2004. Europe Report #159 - Georgia: Avoiding War in South Ossetia. 
Tblisis/Brussels: International Crisis Group. 
 
MIKA - Mikaberidze, Alexander. 2007. Historical Dictionary of Georgia. Lanham, Maryland: The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
RGI - Bercovitch, Jacob and Judith Fretter. 2004. Regional Guide to International Conflict and 
Management from 1945 to 2003. Washington D.C: CQ Press. 
 
ZURC - Zurcher, Christoph. 2007. The Post-Soviet Wars: Rebellion, Ethnic Conflict, and Nationhood in 
the Caucasus. New York: New York University Press. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3721991 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Georgia 
  
Startdate * 12/01/1991 
  
Enddate * 11/06/1993 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
There is some discrepancy regarding the start date.  MIKA doesn’t note the emergemce of Zviadists until 
after the military coup against Gamsakhurdia in January 1992, though he notes that fighting began during 
the months of the coup itself.  WHEAT seconds this observation, noting fighting in mid-December, 1991.  
Regarding enddates, FOF and WHEAT note Georgian troops retaking the last Zviadist stronghold 
(Zugdidi) on November 6, 1993.  Given this, the start and end dates have been adjusted.  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Tengiz Sigua (1992-1993); Eduard Shevardnadze (1993) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Zviadists 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
  
Fighting was primarily focused in the Mingrelia region of Western Georgia, though it extended at times 
into the capital city of Tbilisi as well 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
3 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
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CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Government forces were equipped with heavy machinery (tanks).  Troops seized the town of Zygdidi 
quickly in late-January 1992, but rebel guerillas nad a hostile population made the occupation untenable.  
At this point in the conflict, government troops were composed mainly of national guardsmen, and later 
“security forces”.  It was the security forces who reestablished control of the rebel-captured broadcasting 
station in 1992, dragging rebels from the complex and beating them with rifle butts.  The narratives 
regarding this conflict run together with the narratives regarding the Abkhazian separatists, as the regions 
in which they were operating were somewhat overlapped.  Government strategy in both cases is 
therefore observed to be quite oppressive. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
3000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
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GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
5750 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
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heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
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regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
MIKA - it was to get support against the Zviadist revolt that Georgia agreed to join the CIS.  As a result, 
from October 1993 Georgian forces were supported by Russian troops and navy 
 
There is some discrepancy regarding the start date.  MIKA doesn’t note the emergemce of Zviadists until 
after the military coup against Gamsakhurdia in January 1992, though he notes that fighting began during 
the months of the coup itself.  WHEAT seconds this observation, noting fighting in mid-December, 1991.  
Regarding enddates, FOF and WHEAT note Georgian troops retaking the last Zviadist stronghold 
(Zugdidi) on November 6, 1993.  Given this, the start and end dates have been adjusted. 
 
There was no civil war prior to the uprising, though there was a coup immediately before.  Gamsakhurdia 
had been elected President, but was ousted by a coup in early January 1992.  His supporters became the 
Zviadists who are categorized as “rebels” fighting against the new Georgian government to restore 
Gamsakhurdia to power. 
 
Regarding rebel troop levels, FOF notes 8000 troops in late January 1992, but I follow the EACD data, 
which notes a more modest 5750.  Data on exact government troop levels was unavailable in existing 
data sets, reference books, or other sources. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
EACD - Non-state Actor Data. Data on Armed Conflict from the Uppsala Conflict Data Research Program 
(UCDP) and CSCW. 
 
FOF - Facts on File Inc., 1992, 1993, 1994.  Encyclopedia of World History.  Facts on File Library of 
World History.  New York: Facts on File. 
 
MIKA - Mikaberidze, Alexander. 2007. Historical Dictionary of Georgia. Lanham, Maryland: The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
WHEAT - Wheatley, Jonathan. 2005. Georgia from National Awakening to Rose Revolution. Burlington, 
VT: Ashgate Publishing Company. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3721992 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Georgia 
  
Startdate * 08/14/1992 
  
Enddate * 06/01/1994 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The enddate refers to the June 1994 ceasefire  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Tengiz Sigua (1992-1993); Eduard Shevardnadze (1993) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Republic of Abkhazia 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
  
Fighting was localized to the Abkhazian region of northwest Georgia 
 
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
On both sides of the conflict (rebel and government) fighting was intense and violent.  Georgian forces 
are described in one source as “killing and looting characteristic of the undisciplined militias” (Cornell 
169).  Georgians carried out great violence among ethnic non-Georgians, including “pillage, robbery and 
violence... arrests and executions without trial.” - HEW  This violence was also carried out by Abkhaz 
forces against ethnic Georgians following victory in Sukhumi.  Abkhaz opposition was heavily armed with 
tanks, rocket launchers, heavy artillery, naval vessels and fighter plane air support.  Georgian forces are 
described as having tanks, armoured troop carriers, and military helicopters when entering the Abkhazian 
region in 1992. Upon entering the region, the Georgian military captured key civilian infrastructure 
including government buildings, the TV center and other lines of communication. Voluntary support in the 
region for the Abkhazian resistance grew from day one. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
 
3000 (FOF, 1992) — this was (according to the government) in pursuit of Zviadists who had captured 
Georgian officials as hostages — Abkhazians saw this as an excuse to invade the secessionist region 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 

231

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
1000 (FOF, 1992) 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
5000 (EACD) 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
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who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
1 (though less than 25% were ethnically Abkhazian they identified as “Abkhazian”) 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Abkhazians 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
2 (Wasn’t really a power-sharing agreement. Georgia kept recognized control, but has zero actual control 
over the region— often described as a stalemate) 
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GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
5 (MIKA) 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
Notes * 
 
Data on exact troop numbers and casualties is not consistent or clear in many of the sources.  Best 
estimates are made here where possible.  Further, the end date refers to the June 1994 ceasefire in 
which Abkhazian and Georgian troops withdrew from conflict lines.  This was the clearest end of 
consistent violence, though violence resumed again very quickly in November when Abkhazia once again 
declared its independence from Georgia.  The conflict is considered a “stalemate” insofar as Abkhazia 
never successfully seceded from Georgia, but Georgia maintains no authority over the region.  Violence 
has continued sporadically into the 2000s. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
CIMT - Ciment, James and Kenneth Hill. 1999. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II, Vol. 1. 
Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers. 
 
CORN - Cornell, Svante E. 2002. Autonomy and Conlfict: Ethnoterritoriality and Separatism in the South 
Caucasus - Cases in Georgia. PhD Dissertation: Uppsala University. 
 
EACD - Non-state Actor Data. Data on Armed Conflict from the Uppsala Conflict Data Research Program 
(UCDP) and CSCW. 
 
FOF - Facts on File Inc., 1992, 1993, 1994.  Encyclopedia of World History.  Facts on File Library of 
World History.  New York: Facts on File. 
 
HEW - Hewitt, George. 1998. The Abkhazians: A Handbook. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 
 
MIKA - Mikaberideze, Alexander. 2007. Historical Dictionary of Georgia. Lanham, Maryland: The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3731991 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Azerbaijan 
  
Startdate * 12/26/1991 
  
Enddate * 02/05/1993 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The conflict officially starts on 12/26/1991 when Azerbaijan became an independent state, though fighting 
with the Nagorno-Karabakh region began a few months prior to this. 
 
Conflict continued after 02/05/1993 as an interstate war until 05/12/1994 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Republic of Azerbaijan (Ayaz Mütallibov) succeeded by Abulfez Elchibey and then by Heydar Aliyev 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR) 
 
Rebel2 
Republic of Armenia 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
The Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
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CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The Azeri Army was relatively well equipped in terms of artillery, tanks, APCs, and helicopters. As a 
result, the initial strategy that Azerbaijan pursued relied heavily on using artillery bombardments in 
conjunction with simultaneous tank and helicopter pushes into strategic towns in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region. The goal of this major offensive was to destroy the separatists before Armenia decided to openly 
intervene. After losing most of its heavy ground units, Azerbaijan began recruiting Mujahadeen 
mercenaries from Afghanistan and conscripted many of its older and younger citizens to take place in 
human wave attacks. Towards the end of the conflict, Azerbaijan was focused on closing the Lachim 
corridor, which connected the Nagorno-Karabakh region with Armenia. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
75000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
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7000 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
40000 (20,000 NKR, 20,000 Armenian) 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
4000 (3000 NKR, 1000 Armenian) 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
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identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
1  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Armenian 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
3 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
3 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
Though this conflict begins as an intrastate/civil war between Azerbaijan and the breakaway enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, the eventual intervention of Armenia turns this conflict into an interstate war. As such, 
the casualty figures and troop strength for the rebels include Armenian soldiers. This inclusion was also 
owing to the fact that after Armenia intervened, little distinction was made between its forces and those 
from NRK. (Ex. 40,000— 20,000 NKR, 20,000 Armenian) and 4,000 (3,000 NKR, 1000 Armenian) 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Clodfelter, Michael. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other Figures, 
1500-2000. 2 ed. London: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002. 
 
East Roger. 1994. Keesing’s Record of World Events 1994. Keesing’s Worldwide. 
 
Hitchings Thomas E. 1994. Facts on File Yearbook 1994. Facts on File News Service. USA 
 
Lacina Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of Coding 
Decisions 
 
Nicholas Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
3731995 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Azerbaijan 
  
Startdate * 03/13/1995 
  
Enddate * 03/17/1995 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Republic of Azerbaijan (Heydar Aliyev) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
OPON Forces (Rovshan Djavadov) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
The capital city of Baku 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
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IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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4 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The Azerbaijani government initially tried to ambush and capture Rovshan Djavadov, but were 
unsuccessful and so laid siege to the OPON headquarters where Rovshan and his brother, Makhir, were 
resisting with 700 policemen. After four days, Azerbaijani forces stormed the building and fatally wounded 
Rovshan Djavadov (according to the OPON account, he was shot after he had come out to discuss a 
truce.) 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
75000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
22 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
3000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
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4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
13 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
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ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
1 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
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Notes * 
 
The majority of government news releases regarding the conflict referred to is as a coup, though outside 
reports and analysts claimed this was intentional mislabeling and asuch referred to it as an armed 
rebellion.  
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Clodfelter, Michael. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other Figures, 
1500-2000. 2 ed. London: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002. 
 
East Roger. 1994. Keesing’s Record of World Events 1994. Keesing’s Worldwide. 
 
Hitchings Thomas E. 1994. Facts on File Yearbook 1994. Facts on File News Service. USA 
 
Lacina Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of Coding 
Decisions 
 
Nicholas Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4041963 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Guinea-Bissau 
  
Startdate *  01/01/1963 (Tilemma 1991, 64; Vigh 2006, 43) 
 
Enddate *  09/10/1973 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The start date is an estimate. Tilemma (1991, 64) writes, “PAIGC-directed guerilla began systematic 
attacks upon Portuguese facilities in January 1963” but gives no exact date. Vigh (2006,43) confirms this 
year, but does not offer an exact month or day. 

● Late 1960s 
○ Tilemma 1991, 64 

● Military Coup in 04/26/1974 
○ Tilemma 1991, 64 

● Mid-1962 
○ Ciment Vol I, 684 

 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Portuguese Colonial Government 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC)/Led by Amilcar Cabral 

● GB Rebels—PAIGC (Original Dataset) 
● Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde  

○ Tilemma, 1991, 64 
○ Vigh 2006, 43 

 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
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Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
country, enter “entire country”.  
Entire country 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
4 (Tilemma 1991, 64; Vigh 2006, 43) 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 (Vigh 2006, 43)  
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NATO (Vigh 2006, 43) 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 (Tilemma 1991, 64) 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 (Tilemma 1991, 64) 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
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CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
3 (Ciment Vol I, 686) 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 (Ciment Vol I, 686) 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 (Ciment Vol I, 686) 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
 0 (Ciment Vol I, 686) 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 (Ciment Vol I, 686) 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
“By 1969…the Portuguese military was largely confined to the major cities and a string of fortified 
camps…the Portuguese were forced to the war from the air, with helicopter-borne attacks on so-called 
free-fire zones. By 1973, however, the PAIGC had acquired the weapons necessary to checkmate 
Portuguese air superiority…Lisbon realized it could not win…by military means alone, it attempted to 
improve living conditions in the cities and other areas under its control….In 1972, the Portuguese military 
forces hatched a plan to kidnap Cabral and the other PAIGC leaders…assassinating Cabral [instead]. 
[The PAIGC] decided to break the military deadlock by launching a major colony-wide campaign to drive 
out the Portuguese for good…This move, along with the continued military stalemates in Portuguese 
Angola and Mozambique, were too much for the political unstable…Lisbon…Portugal withdrew its forces 
from Guinea Bissau…September 10 [1973]” (Ciment Vol I, 686). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
35000 
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TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 (Tilemma 1991, 64) 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
1000 (Clodfelter, 2008, 599)  
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
11500 (Clodfelter, 2008, 598) 

 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 (Clodfelter, 2008, 598) 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
2000 (Clodfelter, 2008, 599) 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 (Ciment Vol I, 686) 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1— Sanctuary in Guinea (Ciment Vol I, 686) 
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TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 (Ciment Vol I, 686) 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 (Ciment Vol I 684-686) 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686; Original Dataset) 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
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GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 (Ciment Vol I, 684-686) 
 
Notes * 
 
GovComp 
Though Ciment (1991, Vol I 684-686) mentions “a group of Portuguese military officers overthrew the 
[Portuguese] dictator…in 1968” this information was not supported in any of the other resources, so I 
coded this as one case without a regime change. 
 
GovCas 
Includes casualty numbers for Portuguese civilians (Clodfelter) 
 
NumTrps is disputed: 

● 30000 (Tilemma 1991, 64) 
● 40000 (Ciment Vol I, 684) 

 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Tilemma 1991, 64 
 
Ciment Vol I, 684-686 
 
Vigh, Henrik. 2006. Navigating Terrains of War: Youth and Soldiering in Guinea-Bissau. New York, New 

York: Berghahn Book. 
 
Clodfelter, "Warfare and Armed Conflicts". 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4041963 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Guinea-Bissau 
  
Startdate *  06/07/1998 
 
Enddate * 05/07/1999  
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
National Unity government was formed even though some fighting continued on afterward, and then code 
a coup on May 7, 1999 when Vieira was deposed for good.  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Government of Joao Vieira 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Military Junta for the Consolidation of Democracy, Peace, and Justice led by Ansumane Mané 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
country, enter “entire country”.  
Fighting was concentrated especially in the capital city of Bissau but was also dispersed throughout the 
entire country. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
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Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
4 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
ECOWAS 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 

254

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Strategy is hard to determine, as there isn't much documentation of the fighting. There seems to have 
been some artillery usage. The government forces are described by Lyall/Wilson as fairly mechanized, so 
some armored trucks were probably in use by both sides, as the military defected over to the rebels. Also, 
militia's were used to try and fight in the cities after most of the soldiers had defected. Senegalese troops 
that were aiding the government often targeted people from the Casmance region that were living in 
Guinea-Bissau. In fact, that seems to be the main motivation for Senegal's support of the incumbent 
government. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
7000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
2000 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
24 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
4 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
41 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
Notes * 
 
Strategy is hard to determine, as there isn't much documentation of the fighting. There seems to have 
been some artillery usage. The government forces are described by Lyall/Wilson as fairly mechanized, so 
some armored trucks were probably in use by both sides, as the military defected over to the rebels. Also, 
militia's were used to try and fight in the cities after most of the soldiers had defected. Senegalese troops 
that were aiding the government often targeted people from the Casmance region that were living in 
Guinea-Bissau. In fact, that seems to be the main motivation for Senegal's support of the incumbent 
government. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Facts On File 1998 
 
Lacina 2009 
 
Lyall/Wilson 2009 
 
Marut, Jean-Claude. 2001. Guinea-Bissau and casmance: Instability and stabilization. WriteNet. 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/pdfid/3bc5aa09c.pdf(accessed Jan. 31, 2011). 
 
Sambinis 2006 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4321990 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Mali 
 
Startdate * 6/28/1990 
 
Enddate * 12/31/1990 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
No clashes between gov’t and MPA in 1991, Tamanrasset Accord signed January 6, 1991.  Splinter 
groups continued to fight (1992-4), but never reached 25 battle deaths. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Moussa Traore (military, then UPDM) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
MPLA – Popular Movement for the Liberation of Azawad 
 
Rebel2 
switched to MPA in 1991 (dropped the liberation part) – Azawad’s People’s Movement 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
North (Azawad). This includes the regions of Kidal, Gao, and Tombouctou. 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
The Malian government was unable to respond effectively to the rebel’s guerilla warfare tactics early on in 
the conflict.  The resulting frustration led to a campaign of violence, specifically targeting Tuareg civilians.  
The government laid siege to MPA bases, but was defeated again and again.  The government began 
negotiating with the rebels early in the conflict as well. They could not spare troops in the North as they 
were needed in the capital for regime support. 
 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
7300 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
203 combatant casualties 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
200 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 

261

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
203 combatant casualties 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Tuareg/Toureg 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
NA 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
2 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
UCDP. 2010. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 

 
Krings, Thomas. "Marginalisation and Revolt among the Tuareg in Mali and Niger." GeoJournal  

36, no. 1 (1995): 57-63. 
 
Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York:  

Routledge. 
 
Lecocq, Baz; Klute, Georg. International Journal, Toronto 68, Iss. 3,  (Sep 2013): 424-434. 
 
"Battle-related Deaths (number of People)." 2019. 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/VC.BTL.DETH?end=1991&start=1989. 
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Notes * 
ConflictIdeol * 0 (they were economically and politically neglected, but they were also a specific ethnic 
group) 
 
ConflictSecess * 0 (the splinter factions wanted independence, but they were small and not 
representative of the larger Tuareg group) 
 
AsstArms: Libya 
 
CivTarget: The victims of the one-sided violence committed during the intrastate conflict were mostly from 
the Touareg and Arab communities and appear to have been selected on the basis of their ethnic origin. 
Machine guns, machetes, rockets and grenades were used against civilians. Some of the victims were 
summarily executed. (UCDP) 
 
GovCas and RebCas are inconclusive – no site listed the two variable separately, only total battle deaths 
were found from the UCDP dataset and World Bank website. 
 
RebelNumTrp variable appears questionable as it is actually below the total battle deaths statistic. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
4321994 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Mali 
 
Startdate * 5/15/1994 
 
Enddate * 1/17/1995 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Startdate: engaged in fighting in 1991, but battle deaths didn’t reach 25 until 10/1994 (original 
coder listed this as the startdate).  Enddate: FIAA announced end to armed struggle in June 
1995. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
ADEMA-PASJ 
President: Konare 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
FIAA (Islamic Arab Front of Azawad) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
North (Azawad) region of Mali 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
2 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
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0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
The Malian government was unable to respond effectively to the rebel’s guerilla warfare tactics 
early on in the conflict. The resulting frustration led to a campaign of violence, specifically 
targeting Tuareg civilians. The government began negotiating with the rebels early in the conflict 
as well, but began to take a less conciliatory stance at the end of 1994, attacking rebel bases and 
trying to end the violence with force. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
7350 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
106 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
106 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
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TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
Tuareg 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
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LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
4 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
UCDP. 2010. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Krings, Thomas. "Marginalisation and Revolt among the Tuareg in Mali and Niger." GeoJournal 
36, no. 1 (1995): 57-63. 
 
Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York: 
Routledge. 
 
 
Notes Use this space to provide any additional details, comments on ambiguous or contradictory 
information, etc…  
 
Civilian attacks were the primary approach used by the government, with little evidence of other 
strategies. Ultimately it was the Malian government that made overtures for peace and 
reconciliation, halting its targeting of civilians.  
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AsstSanct and TargSupp: The Malian regime blamed Mauritania for sheltering the FIAA leader, 
Mohamed Ould Zahaby, and for allowing rebels to attack Malian territory from Mauritania. This 
has, however, not been possible to confirm. It has also been suggested that the FIAA received 
support from ethnic Tuaj Arabs in Niger, but since this has not been possible to confirm it cannot 
be included here. (UCDP) 
 
Battle Deaths:  cannot be disaggregated, but total deaths were 106. 
 
No Rebel Troop numbers found anywhere 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4322007 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Mali 
 
Startdate * 5/11/2007 
 
Enddate * 2/01/2009 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
25 battle deaths reached on 8/31/2007 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Amadou Toumani Toure (CCD/independent) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
ATNMC – North Mali Alliance for Change 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
North (Azawad). Includes regions of Tombouctou, Gao, and Kidal. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
As with the entire Toureg rebellion (beginning in 1990), negotiations were a major part of the government 
strategy, taking place alongside fighting.  Implementing accords, however, remained difficult due to 
continued attacks by rebels (capturing gov’t soldiers and setting landmines).  The government launched 
an offensive in January 2009, capturing all major rebel bases and effectively ending the conflict.  
Negotiations between more moderate rebels and the government also eventually bore fruit, isolating the 
remaining militants. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
7350 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
190 total battle deaths  
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only Re 
belTrpCat is coded. 
>165 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
190 total battle deaths 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Tuareg/Toureg 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
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12 
 
 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
37 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
UCDP. 2010. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York:  

Routledge. 
 
Lecocq, Baz, and Georg Klute. "Tuareg separatism in Mali." International Journal 68, no. 3  

(2013): 424-434. 
 
La nouvelle Alliance Touareg du Niger et du Mali (ATNM) Archived 15 July 2011 at 

the Wayback Machine. Interview with Hama Ag Sidahmed, 13 October 2007, Occitan 
touareg (France) 

 
Notes * 
Battle deaths: cannot be disaggregated, total is 190. At least 16 government casualties and 66 rebel 
casualties. (UCDP) 
 
AsstSanct: Libya 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine


 
An interview with Hama Ag Sidahmed stated there were a minimum of 165 rebel troops, however, it does 
not provide full numbers 
 

No evidence of any counterinsurgency strategies pursued by the Malian government apart from direct 
military engagement with the ATNMC.  
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4041963 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Senegal 
  
Startdate *  01/01/1989 
 
Enddate * 12/31/2003  
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
1990-2003 are the years coded for Battle Deaths and PRIO armed conflict. Although the conflict is 
technically ongoing, battle deaths drop below 25 after 2003. Most sources list 12/1/1988 as the start date.  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 

● Abdou Diouf (Socialist Party of Senegal) 1981-2000 
● Abdoulaye Wade (Senegalese Democratic Party) 2000-Present 

 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Movement of the Democratic Forces of Casamance (MFDC) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
country, enter “entire country”.  
Casamance (southern Senegal) 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
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Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
3 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government began the conflict period using repression as its main tool (1982-89).  The level of 
violence was relatively low and the conflict stayed in the Casamance region.  In the next phase (1989-
1998), the insurgents received external support (weapons, trade, and sanctuary) which allowed them to 
increase violence.  The government responded in kind, sending more military manpower, armoured 
vehicles, and heavier weapons.  Human rights violations on both sides, but the insurgency split and lost 
its popular support.  By 1998, the government switched tactics and began to promote regional autonomy 
and amnesty.  Focused on winning “hearts and minds.”  Insurgency collapsed, considered a policing 
problem now. Technically, the conflict is still ongoing but at a very low level. (RAND 2010). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
3000+ 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
1300— both sides and civilians (Lacina, 2009) 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
2300  
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
1300— both sides and civilians (Lacina, 2009) 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Diola 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
CSP conflict cases: 3000 battle deaths from 1992-1999 
RAND: 1,200 battle deaths 1982-2002 
Harsch: 5,000 deaths in 2 decades. 
 
1300 total battle deaths (both sides and civilians) — Lacina, 2009 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Harsch, E. 2005. “Peace pact raises hopes in Senegal.” Africa Renewal 19(1): p. 14. 
http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/afrec/vol19no1/191senegal.htm 
 
Lacina 2009. 
 
Manley, A. 1998. “Guinea Bissau/Senegal: War, civil war, and the Casamance question.” 
Writenet/UNHCR. 
 
Project Ploughshares. 2005. “Senegal (1982 – First combat deaths).” Armed Conflicts Report. 
http://www.ploughshares.ca/libraries/ACRText/ACR-Senegal.html 
 
RAND 2010. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4351975 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Mauritania 
  
Startdate *  12/11/1975 
 
Enddate * 07/12/1978 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
 Coded the enddate as 7/12/1978 because this is when the ceasefire was declared by Polisario. It was 2 
days after the military coup that overthrew Ould Daddah. Hostilities weren't resumed until exactly a year 
later, and then only briefly to force a peace agreement. There is no mention of fighting during this year, 
and the attacks in 1979 don't seem to have been significant, so according to our definition, the conflict 
ends in 1978. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Moktar Ould Daddah 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Polisario/SADR  
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
country, enter “entire country”.  
Western Sahara and the northern, arab-dominated region of Mauritania. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
3 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The Mauritanian army was tiny at the start of the war. The military was utterly unprepared for warfare, and 
numbered only 3,000 at the start. It was quickly increased through conscription to over 15,000 troops, in 
order to deal with Polisario attacks within Mauritania. Polisario focused its war efforts on Mauritania as it 
knew that the nation's military was weak. Polisario roamed freely throughout at the desert, launching 
attacks on the capital, Noakchott, and attacking as far as Néma, near the south-eastern border with Mali. 
Warfare was concentrated, however, on Mauritania's northern border. As Mauritania's air force, was 
almost non-existant, and the military possessed very little heavy equipment, most of the force type used 
by government forces was solely ground infantry attacks. The military attempted to catch Polisario 
columns as the crossed the desert, raiding economically important towns. Throughout the conflict, 
Mauritania depended heavily upon Moroccan soldiers for assistance. An agreement was signed by the 
two countries, effectively uniting their military commands and allowing 9,000 Moroccan soldiers to be 
stationed in northern Mauritania to help combat the invading rebels. The military was mainly concerned 
with defending Mauritania proper, and control of the disputed territory in Western Sahara was never really 
established. 
 
Attacks by Polisario were scattered across the country. The only areas that weren't ever really effected 
were the southern, black dominated areas. As most of Mauritania's inland is desert, and the Polisario 
roamed freely through these regions attacking military forces when encountered, I am including them as 
experiencing the conflict even though the fighting was concentrated around cities and oases. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
15000 
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TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
17000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
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TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Sahrawi 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
15 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
3 

287

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
9 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
CSP conflict cases: 3000 battle deaths from 1992-1999 
RAND: 1,200 battle deaths 1982-2002 
Harsch: 5,000 deaths in 2 decades. 
 
1300 total battle deaths (both sides and civilians) — Lacina, 2009 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Brogan, P. 1998. World Conflicts: A comprehensive guide to world strife since 1945. Lanham, MD: The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Clodfelter, M. 1992. Warfare and armed conflicts: A statistical reference. Jefferson, NC: McFarland and 
Company, Inc. 
 
Damis, J. 1983. Conflict in Northwest Africa: the western sahara dispute. Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution 
Press. 
 
EACD 2009 
 
Facts on File: 1975-1979 
Pazzanita, A.G. 1996. Historical Dictionary of Mauritania: historical dictionaries of africa, no. 68. Lanham, 
MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Tillema, J.K. 1991. International armed conflict since 1945: A bibliographic handbook of wars and military 
interventions. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, Inc. 
 
 

288

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
 
4361990 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
 
Niger  
 
Startdate *  
 
5/7/1990 
 
 
Enddate *  
 
11/29/1997 
 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
 
MNSD, then Ibrahim Mainassara 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
 
FLAA 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
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0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Entire country, but mostly concentrated in the east, towards Niger's borders with Mali and 
Burkina Faso. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
 
1 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
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medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
 
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
 
1: Rare 
 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
 
Missing  
 
*Very difficult to find the type of force used by the government.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
10700 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
 
3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
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NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
 
0 
 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
 
0 
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ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
 
2 
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GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
 
17 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
 
Krings, Thomas. "Marginalisation and Revolt among the Tuareg in Mali and 
Niger." GeoJournal 36, no. 1 (1995): 57-63. 
 
Facts on File Inc., 1990-1997. Encyclopedia of World History.  Facts on File Library of World 
History. New York: Facts on File. 
 
Keesing's Record of World Events, 1990-1997. London: Keesing's Limited 
 
Minorities at Risk Project, 2004. Chronology for Tuareg in Niger, 
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/469f38c2104.html [accessed 3 September 2010]. 
 
 
Notes Use this space to provide any additional details, comments on ambiguous or contradictory 
information, etc…  
 
According to the original coder, “Little information was available on the number of troops available 
on either side, and on the number of casualties during the conflict. The Minorities at Risk project 
does provide intermittent casualty counts, but does not account for all casualties over the course 
of the 7-year conflict.” I too have had difficult to find battlefield causalities related to government 
and rebel troops. I even looked in sources in French.   
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4362007 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Niger 
 
Startdate * 2/9/2007 
 
Enddate * 5/4/2009 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
3 FAN (Armed Forces of Niger) soldiers killed on February 9, 2007. 
Ceasefire signed in May 2009. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
MNSD-Nassara, President Mamadou Tandja 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
MNJ (Niger Movement for Justice) 
 
Rebel2 
FFR 
 
Rebel3 
FPN 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
North 
(Air mountains, Arlit, Agadez, desert region near Algeria and Libya) 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
gunfights, limited air support, kidnappings, torture, mainly ground troops 
 
resettle: according to the IDMC (internal displacement monitoring center) citizens were forced south 
because of the fighting, but one article said that the government actually moved them south to safety.  (of 
course, i cannot find the article anymore...either christian science monitor or IRIN). 
 
civtarget: according to amnesty int'l, citizens were kidnapped and tortured (at least 16) to give info on 
whereabouts of rebels, or in punishment for collaboration. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
4000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
45 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
1000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
200 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Tuareg/Toureg 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
10 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
9 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Amnesty International. 2008. Annual report for Niger. 

http://www.amnestyusa.org/annualreport.php?id=ar&yr=2008&c=NER 
 
BBC News. 2007. Niger leader meets Tuareg rebels. 4 May. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8032322.stm 
 
Guichaoua, Y. 2009. Circumstantial alliances and loose loyalties in rebellion making: The case of the 

Tuareg insurgency in northern Niger (2007-2009). MICROCON research working paper 20, 
Brighton: MICROCON. 

 
IRIN News. 2007. Niger: Dozens arrested in North as critics targeted. 18 September. 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=74352 
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Agence France-Presse. 2007. Niger sending troops toward rebel area. New York Times, 1 July. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/01/world/africa/01niger.html 
 
Sehmer, A. and M. Welsh. 2008. Niger’s nomads fight for rights. Al Jazeera, 15 July. 

http://english.aljazeera.net/focus/unrestsahara/2008/07/2008710121834923863.html 
 
Bouhlel-Hardy, Ferdaous, Yvan Guichaoua, and Abdoulaye Tamboura. "Tuareg crises in Niger  

and Mali." Paris, France: Ifri (2007). 
 
Idrissa, Abdourahmane, and Samuel Decalo. Historical dictionary of Niger. Scarecrow Press,  

2012. 
 
U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor. “2008 Country Reports on 

Human Rights Practices: Niger.” February 25, 2009. 
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/af/119017.htm 

 
Notes * 
ConflictOutcome: Coded as a gov't military win. However, Tandja told rebels to lay down their weapons 
and they would receive amnesty.  Also said “to come build a government” with them.  Is this power 
sharing? (BBC) 
 
RebCas variable includes death toll for ALL rebel groups, not just the MNJ 
 
Last CW: Technically, the peace accords were signed in 1995, but fighting continued until 1997.  
Sporadic incidents of “residual banditry” (YG) continued from 1997 – 2007, especially in 2004, 2005. 
 
Previous coder selected “2” for resettle, however the evidence provided indicates that the incident of 
resettlement was performed for the protection of civilians, rather than to undermine rebel support. The 
source for this information is also not found. Therefore this variable has been recoded as “1” and 
CivSecure left the same at “1”.  New evidence does not suggest active protection of civilians, and 
targeting of civilians appears rare or due to disorganization.  
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4732004 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Ivory Coast 
  
Startdate * 09/19/2002 
  
Enddate * 12/31/2004 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
After the French bombing in 2004, offensive options for the government forces were limited. As such 
there is sporadic fighting after this date, but much of it is unorganized. As such, I code the end of the 
conflict as being sometime in December 2004, even though a peace agreement was not signed until 
2007. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
President Laurent Gbagbo 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Patriotic Movement of Ivory Coast (forces of Guillaume Soro) 
 
Rebel2 
Ivorian Popular Movement for the Greater West 
 
Rebel3 
Movement for Justice and Peace 
  
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
 
  
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
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conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Entire country, but focused mainly around the "Zone of Confidence" that divides the north and south. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
3 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
United Nations and ECOWAS 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Like in many African civil wars, the use of youth soldiers was common in Ivory Coast. The air force was in 
use in bombing rebel targets, until the French destroyed the Ivorian air force completely in 2004. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
20000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
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GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
500 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
NA 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
1000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
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who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
3 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
3 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
2 
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GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
Notes * 
 
The end of the conflict is somewhat arbitrary. some code it in 2005, some 2007. Those with similar 
variables to us code 2004. The number of rebel troops is difficult to discern, perhaps due to the lack of 
documentation in the North and among the rebel groups. While all the rebels seemed to have been 
Northern and Muslim, and these seem to have united them, these were not their reasons for rebelling. 
Rather, they rebelled over voting rights and privileges. Therefore, I code as an ideological conflict. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Brogan 1998:  Brogan, Patrick. 1998. World Conflicts. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow. 
 
Clodfelter 2002: Clodfelter, Micheal. 2002. Warfare and Armed Conflicts:  A Statistical Reference to 
Casualty and Other Figures, 1500-2000. Jefferson, NC & London: McFarland & Company. 
 
EACD 2009:  EACD. 2009. “Uppsala conflict data expansion:  Non-state actor information codebook.” 
 
Hirsch 2001:  Hirsch, John L. 2001. “War in Sierra Leone.” Survival 43:145-62. 
 
RAND 2010:  Paul, Christopher, Colin P. Clarke, and Beth Grill. 2010. Victory Has a Thousand Fathers:  
Sources of Success in Counterinsurgency. Santa Monica, CA: RAND. 
 
Sambanis 2006:  Sambanis, Nicholas. 2006. “Civil War Coding Notes.” 
 
UCDP 2010:  UCDP. 2010. “Sierra Leone.” 
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=136&regionSelect=2-Southern_Africa. 
 
World Factbook 2010:  World Factbook. 2010. “Sierra Leone.” https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-
world-factbook/geos/sl.html. 

306

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
4501989 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Liberia 
 
Startdate * 12/24/1989 
 
Enddate * 11/1/1990 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Dixon & Sarkees list end date as 11/28/1990 due to the Bamako Accord being signed on that 
date. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Samuel K. Doe, National Democratic Party of Liberia 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Charles Taylor, leader of the National Patriotic Front if Liberia (NPFL) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Dependingf on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Entire Country 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
4 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned 
the military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
2 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
“Taylor’s advance was halted by the intervention of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS)…ECOWAS decided to send a peacekeeping force, referred to as Economic 
Community of Western African States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG)…ECOMOG initially 
dispatched 3,000 troops from Nigeria, Ghana, Guinea, and Sierra Leone…(ECOMOG) attempted 
to separate the participants…(ECOMOG) was successful in forcing the NPFL to retreat from its 
positions around the capital.” (Dixon & Sarkees). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
6000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
10000 total casualties 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
10000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
3 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
10000 total casualties 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
The Doe Government consisted of primarily Krahn and Mandingo tribes. NPFL's forces consisted 
of mainly Gios and Manos. 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
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ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
9 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
4 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
0 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Lacina, Bethany and Gleditsch, Nils Peter. “Monitoring Trends in Global Combat: A New Dataset 

of Battle Deaths.” European Journal of Population, no. 21 (2005): 145-166. 
 

Wallensteen, Peter, and Margareta Sollenberg. "Armed Conflict, 1989-2000." Journal of Peace  
Research 38, no. 5 (2001): 629-644. 
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Dixon, Jeffrey S., and Meredith Reid Sarkees. "A Guide to Intra-state Wars: An Examination of  
Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816–2014." 2016. 
 

"Keesing's Record of World Events", Davis Library Reference D410 .K4 
 
Notes * 
GovCas and RebCas variables are inconclusive – several sources list 10000 as the number of 
total casualties (including cilvilians) for the time period of this conflict. We have included other 
figures found, but none distinguish government and rebel combatant casualties. 
 
Threat Source – Libya supported rebels through training 
 
Casualties - 5000 total casualties by 08/1990 
23500 battle casualties (combatants) 1989-1996) 
>1000 battle deaths in 1990 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
4501990 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? Liberia  
 
Startdate * 10/15/1992 
 
Enddate * 7/24/1997 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Previously, the start date was written as 8/1/1990, which overlaps with the end date of the first 
Liberian conflict in our data (the end date for that is listed as 11/28/1990). Clodfelter (2008) and 
Kieh (2004) categorize the period as one large, continuing war from 1989-1997. Sarkees & Dixon 
(2016) classify the Second Liberian Civil War as 1992-1997, with some low-level fighting between 
Nov. 1990 and Oct. 1992. Sarkees & Dixon do, however, require wars to meet 1,000 battle 
deaths a year, whereas our study only requires 25 battle deaths per year. Sarkees & Dixon 
believe Oct. 1992 to be the starting date because it is when the NPFL attacked Monrovia (the 
capital).  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Samuel K. Doe’s government/ECOMOG Interim Government   
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government  
Charles Taylor, leader of the National Patriotic Front (of Liberia)  
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
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country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Entire country 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
4 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above.  
The NPF launched an offensive in 1992 to seize Monrovia (the capital city) but was repelled a 
coalition consisting of the Liberian government, ECOMOG (African States Monitoring Group), and 
ULIMO (United Liberation Movement of Liberia for Democracy). Peace talks occurred (Contonou 
Agreement, 1993; Abuja Accord, 1995) but were delayed in implementation, allowing fighting to 
continue. The NPF tried to capture Monrovia once more in 1996 before a new peace agreement 
was brokered. Charles Taylor, representing the National Patriotic Party was elected in July 1997.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
3000 
*confirmed by Sarkees & Dixon (2016)   
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
12000  
*Some conflicting sources but Sarkees & Dixon and Clodfelter are pretty close (and fall within the 
same RebelTrpCat) 
-Keesing (2008) – NPFL claimed to have 25000 troops when disarming in 1997  not very 
reliable because based off an NPFL claim  
-Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – NPFL had 12000 troops at peak, 10000 initially  
-Clodfelter (2008) – NPFL had 10000 troops  this is what was written down by the previous 
coder  
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 

315

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
3  
*Kieh (2004) – Libya, Burkina Faso, and Ivory Coast aided NPFL in training, arms/supplies 
**There is no evidence that this support continued throughout the war, through 1997 though  
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
Gio; Mano  
*As a continuation of the 1989-1990 conflict 
**Other ethnic and tribal groups joined the fight as well, but the Gio and Mano consisted of the 
core of the NPF  

316

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
9 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
0 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Notes * 
Sarkees and Dixon (2016) write that the Second Liberian Civil War runs from October 15, 1992 – 
August 19, 1995 and April 5, 1996 – August 20, 1996. The break (1995-96) is due to the Abuja 
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Accord resulting in fewer hostilities and casualties. They believe that between 1990-92, there was 
low-level fighting but not widespread until the NPF attacked Monrovia in Oct. 1992.  
 
Sarkees and Dixon (2016) write that there were 3000 members of the Armed Forces of Liberia at 
the initial, peak, and final stages of the war.  
 
Sarkees and Dixon (2016) write that the NPFL (not the NPF) had 12000 troops at the peak of the 
war. The previous coder had 10000 written down, which is listed as the initial number of troops by 
Sarkees and Dixon, and stated by Clodfelter (Armed and Civil Conflicts), though not at a 
particular period – i.e. peak – in the war.  
 
Clodfelter (2008) – Charles Taylor led group from the Ivory Coast, generated into a tribal war (Gio 
tribe (Taylor) vs. Krahn tribe (Samuel Doe)). Mano and Gio tribes consisted of the rebels, Krahn 
tribe consisted of the government.  
 
Kieh (2004) – the ethnic conflict (Gio and Mano vs. Krahn) is a continuation of the 1989-1990 
conflict. It looks like it may have partially changed motivations to being more about resource and 
power control but this is primarily due to underlying ethnic desires. Kieh writes that Charles Taylor 
“capitalized on the differences that ensued after the abortive 1985 coup between the Gio and the 
Mano ethnic groups, on the one hand (General Quiwonkpa’s ethnic groups), and the Krahn ethnic 
group (President Doe’s ethnic group), to recruit fighters from the Gio and Mango ethnic groups. 
Taylor assured the Gio and Mano fighters that by joining him, they will have the opportunity to 
exact revenge on President Doe and his Krahn ethnic group.” (section 5.2)  
 
Kieh (2004) – NPFL received considerable support from Burkina Faso (arms, fighters, and world 
access), the Ivory Coast (logistics and world access), and Libya (money and training)  
-Washington Post (1992) article supports this (specifically with Burkina Faso)  
**can’t tell exact time of this (if it was in preparation for 1989 or the early 1990s)  
 
Keesing’s Record of World Events:  
-1990 – Charles Taylor believed by the US State Dept. to be supported by Libya (p.37366-7), 
Taylor’s forces thought to number 15000 (p.37700), Johnson (INPFL) claimed to be in command 
of 6000 but likely fewer than 1000 (p.37700), ceasefire on Nov. 28 (p.37908)  
-1991 – ceasefire in Feb. but not agreed to by Taylor (p.37994), Amos Sawyer re-elected as 
interim President (p.38134), Armed Forces are number at 7800 (1990) (p.38033), raided Sierra 
Leonean villages in April (p.38134), received a cargo of military equipment from Libya through 
Buchanan (port) and were utilizing supply routes through the Ivory Coast in May (p.38181), 
Yamoussoukro IV Accord signed but failed to be implemented in Oct.   
-1992 – fighting between NPFL and ULIMO (United Democratic Movement for Democracy – 
Samuel Doe supporters) broke out on Aug. 17 (p.39041), launched an attack on Monrovia on Oct. 
15 using mortars and machine guns  “heaviest fighting in Monrovia for two years” (p.39131), 
tightened grip on Monrovia causing ECOMOG to up air strikes and reinforce troops in Nov. 
(p.39180) 
-1993 – peace agreement signed in Cotonou, Benin on July 25 but underwent delays in 
implementation in later months (p.39545), mostly just civilian casualties and refugees fleeing  
-1994 – Akosombo Agreement in Sept. calling for immediate end of fighting and elections, but 
NPFL’s headquarters captured during meetings (p.40170), Accra Accord in Dec. as a ceasefire 
 reaffirmed 5-member Council of State & establishment of safe havens/buffer zones (p.40313) 
-1995 – fighting in southern Liberia in Feb. between NPFL & Liberia Peace Council (p.40395), 
Abuja Accord signed in Aug. when factions agreed to composition of 6-member Council of State 
(p.40669), ECOMOG and NPFL troops deployed together in Dec.  showed ceasefire was 
holding & 20,000 refugees returned (p.40856-7), some fighting between ECOMOG and ULIMO in 
late Dec. resulted in ~7 ECOMOG troop and some civilian deaths (p.40857) 
-1996 – fighting resumed on Apr. 6 – Council of State troops (ULIMO and NPFL) attacked 
headquarters of ULIMO-J to arrest the leader (Gen. Roosevelt Johnson)  Krahn troops of the 
ULIMO-J resisted which caused Krahn members of the AFL (Armed Forces of Liberia) and LPC 

318

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



(Liberia Peace Council) to join Johnson & the ULIMO-J  collapse of the Abuja Accord 
(p.41031), some short-lived ceasefires soon after (Apr.) signed between pro-Johnson & anti-
Johnson forces while Johnson evaded authorities (p.41031), demobilization plans in Sept. to 
agree ending fighting and organizing in one location to quickly demobilize (p.41257), ECOMOG 
began disarming ~60,000 troops from various groups in Nov. (p.41354)  
-1997 – disarmament process in Jan.  total number of fighters (according to ECOMOG, UN, 
and submissions by rebel factions) is 23,416 and not 60,000; submissions by rebel 
factions  NPFL – 25,000, ULIMO (Mandingo wing) – 12,460, Armed Forces of Liberia 
(AFL) – 8,734, ULIMO-J (Krahn ULIMO) – 7,776, Liberia Peace Council (LPC) – 4,650, Lofa 
Defence Force (LDF) – 750 (p.41434); warring faction leaders arrested in March for storing 
weapons – Charles Taylor, Alhaji Kromah, George Boley  point to growing instability (p.41528), 
Charles Taylor of the National Patriotic Party elected president on July 19 (announced July 23) 
(p.41724)  
 
Washington Post article (1992) – US State Dept. announced that intelligence had been collected 
about Burkina Faso continuing to aid the NPFL (for 3 years, by the time the article was written), 
the aid is mostly transporting arms from Libya, Libya & Burkina Faso have been supportive of the 
NPFL for 3 years (at the time of the article’s writing)  
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Dixon, Jeffrey S. and Meredith Reid Sarkees. A Guide to Intra-state Wars: An Examination of 
Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816–2014. Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press, SAGE 
Publications, Inc., 2016. doi: 10.4135/9781452234205. 
 
Clodfelter, Michael. Warfare and Armed Conflicts. 3rd ed. Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2008.  
 
Kieh, George Klay, Jr. 2004. Irregular warfare and liberia's first civil war. Journal of International  
 and Area Studies 11, (1) (06): 57-77, http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=https://search- 
 proquest-com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/docview/223824200?accountid=14244 (accessed May  
 29, 2019). 
 
Keesing's record of world events. 1992. London: Longman. 
 
Keesing's record of world events. 1997. London: Longman. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
 
4502000 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
 
Liberia  
 
Startdate *  
 
2/01/2000 
 
*Some issues with start date, various sources provide different years (1999, 2003). 
 
 
Enddate *  
 
03/01/2003 
 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and enddates 
of the conflict here. 
 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
 
Charles Taylor / National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were identified 
as opposing the central government 
 
Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) 
 
Rebel2 
 
MODEL  
 
**There is some contradictory information regarding when MODEL formed. For instance Kieh 
(2009) state that MODEL began the war in March of 2003.  But Rosenau et al (2009) state that both 
LURD and MODEL launched rebellions in September of 2000.  
 
Rebel3 
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Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup 
(=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 

 
0 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
1 (Northern Liberia) 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
 
1 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even in 
conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
2 
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CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
 
2 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play in 
the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 None 
2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
 
3 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against regime 
forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
 
3 [Extensive] 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the strategy 
(or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy over time 
and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, different 
governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the variables 
coded above. 
 
Appears that the government relied mostly on troops to combat the LURD, including the Special 
Strike Force and militias (see International Crisis Group, 2003).   The government also used torture 
and force recruitment, including forcing children to serve as child soldiers. Government also resorted 
to rearming ex-combatants to help in the fight against the LURD. The armed forces also frequently 
looted towns and hindered civilians from relocating to safer parts of the country (HRW, 2003).   
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
15000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 30,000 
troops 
 
3 
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GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without 
any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). 
If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
*Very difficult to find this information. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates are 
unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is coded 
as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
3000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 30,000 
troops 
 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
3000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 
primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external 
assistance). 
 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
 
1 
 
*Original coder coded this variable as 0 but I changed it to 1 due to evidence  from multiple sources 
that external states, notably Guinea, provided the rebels with arms/material aid (see Hazen, 2013 and 
Sarkees and Dixon). According to Hazen (2013), “LURD depended heavily on the support of 
external actors in its origins and its operations” (p. 110). Moreover, Guinea provided arms, 
artillery, and logistical support, and territory to the LURD (p. 110).  
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AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the rebels. 
 
1 
 
*Original coder coded this variable as 0 but I changed it to 1 due to evidence that Guinea provided 
the rebels with a “safe haven” base (see Hazen, 2013).   
 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
 
1 
 
*See notes above   
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
 
1 
 
*Original coder coded this as 0. However, I am coding as 1 because the war did have a strong ethnic 
dimension (the rebels were primarily composed of two ethnic groups, Krahn and Mandingo) and 
counterinsurgency tactics targeted these two ethnic groups. Call (2012) states that “an ethnic bias” 
motivated the rebellion and Human Rights Watch (2003) discsuses the ethnic origins of the conflict.   
According to HRW (2003), “ “The conflict kept its ethnic dimension, with the Taylor government 
indiscriminately accusing ethnic Mandingo, Krahn, and Gbandi citizens of Liberia of supporting the 
rebel incursions” (p. 47).  
 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are listed 
in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
 
 
LURD mainly composed of fighters from the Krahn and Mandingo ethnic groups.  
 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke 
religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, 
but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
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0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
 
NA 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
 
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
 
4 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
 
5 [Taylor steps down in August of 2003] 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
 
1 [Yes, ECOWAS peacekeeping mission] 
 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations are 
provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Dixon, Jeffrey S., and Meredith Reid Sarkees. A Guide to Intra-state Wars: An Examination of 
Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. CQ Press, 2015. 
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Can liberia's taylor survive? 2002. Defense & Foreign Affairs Strategic Policy 30, (2) (02): 12-13, 
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/docview/197533915?accountid=14244 (accessed June 4, 2019). 
 
Hazen, Jennifer M. What rebels want: Resources and supply networks in wartime. Cornell 
University Press, 2013. 
 
Human Rights Watch. (2003). Human Rights Watch World Report, 2003. Human Rights Watch. 
 
Rosenau, William, Peter Chalk, Renny McPherson, Michelle Parker, and Austin 
Long. Corporations and counterinsurgency. Vol. 259. Rand Corporation, 2009. 
 
Call, Charles T. Why peace fails: the causes and prevention of civil war recurrence. Georgetown 
University Press, 2012. 
 
International Crisis Group. Liberia: security challenges. No. 71. International Crisis Group, 2003. 
 
Kieh,George Klay,,Jr. "THE ROOTS OF THE SECOND LIBERIAN CIVIL 
WAR." International Journal on World Peace 26, no. 1 (03, 2009): 7-30, 
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/docview/219282049?accountid=14244 (accessed June 4, 2019). 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4511991 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Sierra Leone 
 
Startdate * 3/23/1991 
 
Enddate * 5/01/2001 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
May 2001 marks the beginning of the implementation of the Lome Accord (Sambanis 2006, 195).  The 
day of the enddate could not be identified; 01 is inserted as a placeholder. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Joseph Saidu Momoh 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
 
Rebel2 
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
entire country 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
4 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), and 
the ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
The conflict cannot be understood from the broader, regional context.  Liberia began to support the RUF 
(in part) in response to Sierra Leone’s support of ECOMOG in Liberia’s civil war (Hirsch 2001, 147).  The 
conflict can rightly be described as a “cross-border and civil war” (Hirsch 2001, 150).  In 1995, the RUF 
was only stopped from taking Freetown when the government hired Executive Outcomes, a South African 
mercenary company, to intervene (Hirsch 2001, 146).  (The government’s reliance on a private mercenary 
force is a notable quality of this conflict.)  Following EO’s departure in January 1997, the government 
would not have survived apart from the intervention of ECOMOG and later UNAMSIL forces (a coup 
displaced the government for part of 1997 and 1998).  Strategically, throughout the course of the conflict, 
much of the government’s fighting involved (1) securing and resecuring the capital, Freetown, and (2) 
taking and retaking the country’s diamond mines from RUF forces. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
30000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
10403 total battle deaths (UCDP) 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
45000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
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4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
10403 total battle deaths (UCDP) 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
2 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
NA 
 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Brogan 1998:  Brogan, Patrick. 1998. World Conflicts. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow. 
 
Clodfelter 2002: Clodfelter, Micheal. 2002. Warfare and Armed Conflicts:  A Statistical Reference to 
Casualty and Other Figures, 1500-2000. Jefferson, NC & London: McFarland & Company. 
 
Dixon and Sarkees (2016) 
 
EACD 2009:  EACD. 2009. “Uppsala conflict data expansion:  Non-state actor information codebook.” 
 
Hirsch 2001:  Hirsch, John L. 2001. “War in Sierra Leone.” Survival 43:145-62. 
 
RAND 2010:  Paul, Christopher, Colin P. Clarke, and Beth Grill. 2010. Victory Has a Thousand Fathers:  
Sources of Success in Counterinsurgency. Santa Monica, CA: RAND. 
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Sambanis 2006:  Sambanis, Nicholas. 2006. “Civil War Coding Notes.” 
 
UCDP 2010:  UCDP. 2010. “Sierra Leone.” 
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=136&regionSelect=2-Southern_Africa. 
 
World Factbook 2010:  World Factbook. 2010. “Sierra Leone.” https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-
world-factbook/geos/sl.html. 

 
 
Notes * 
Coup:  Brogan (1998, 653-4) lists Sierra Leone in his appendix of coups and revolutions for the dates 
April 30, 1992, January 16, 1996, and February 13, 1998.  The case is retained because none of these 
coups stalled or ended the country’s civil conflict. 
 
GovCas and RebelCas: the sum of total battle deaths of the two dyads, RUF-Government of Sierra Leone 
and AFRC-Government of Sierra Leone are listed under GovCas and RebelCas (UCDP) 
 
GovComp:  Notably, the RUF did stand in 2002 elections, but did not win any seats (RAND 2010, 20). 
 
Corrected RebNumTrps from 15000 to 45000 and RebTrpCat from 3 to 4 as Dixon-Sarkees listed 15000 
as the initial number and 45000 as the peak number of troops 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4711955 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Cameroon 
  
Startdate * 05/15/1995 
  
Enddate * 01/01/1960 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
"Independence Declared. An independent Cameroon state was proclaimed by Premier Madou Ahidjo 
Jan. 1[, 1960] in Yaounde ceremonies attended by Sey. Gen. Hammarskjold…"(Facts on File 1960, 5). 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
French colonial government of Cameroon 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Union of Cameroon Peoples (UPC) led by Felix Moumie/Bamileke people 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
The initial was concentrated in Sanaga Maritime, a department of Littoral Province in western Cameroon 
(Jospher, 1979). In 1958, the conflict was more concentrated in northern Cameroon (Tilemma, 1991). 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
In April 1955 attacks on UPC committees were set up by local chiefs at the encouragement of the French 
colonial administration (Joseph 1974, 435-446). Attacks multiplied in May and were met with 
counterattacks by UPC supporters. The UPC was exiled in July 1955. At the end of 1957 "there was a 
considerable increase in the number of French military forces in the Sanaga Maritime, the implementation 
of vigorous policy of arrests, the regrouping of villagers into fortified groups, and declaration of a 
‘pacification zone’ in which the systematic and no doubt brutal decimation of the rebels took place...It is 
widely believed that Um Nyobe…was captured alive but wounded, and the decision was subsequently 
made to liquidate him….Shortly after the death of the UPC leader, some three thousand guerillas in the 
Sanaga Maritime laid down their weapons” (446-447).  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
1000 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
3000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
600 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
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identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
0 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
In April 1955  attacks on UPC committees were set up by local chiefs at the encouragement of the French 
colonial administration (Joseph 1974, 435-446). Attacks multiplied in May and were met with 
counterattacks by UPC supporters. The UPC was exiled in July 1955. At the end of 1957 “there was a 
considerable increase in the number of French military forces in the Sanaga Maritime, the implementation 
of vigorous policy of arrests, the regrouping of villagers into fortified groups, and declaration of a 
‘pacification zone’ in which the systematic and no doubt brutal decimation of the rebels took place… It is 
widely believed that Um Nyobe...was captured alive but wounded, and the decision was subsequently 
made to liquidate him... Shortly after the death of the UPC leader, some three thousand guerrillas in the 
Sanaga Maritime laid down their weapons” (446-447). 
 
Maintain 
Beginning on the eve of independence, on the 1 January 1960, and continuing throughout the year 
Cameroon was plagued by several acts of violence [as] the UCP... continued their struggle directing their 
focus towards the newly created government of Cameroon (UCDP "Cameroon"). 
 
 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Awasom, Nicodemus Fru. 2002. Politics and Constitution-Making in Francophone Cameroon, 1959-1960. 
Africa Today. 49(4):3-30. 
 
Clodfelter, Micheal. War and armed conflicts: A statistical reference to casualty and other figures, 1500-
2000. Mcfarland & Co. Inc Pub, 2002.  
 
Essama-Nssah, Boniface and James Jerome Gockowski. 2000. Cameroon: forest sector development in 
a difficult political economy. Washington D.C.:World Bank Publications. 
 
Joseph, Richard A. 1974. “Ruben um Nyobé and the ‘Kamerun Rebellion”. African Affairs. 73 (293): 428-
448 
 
Konings, P. 1996. The Post-Colonial State and Economic and Political Reforms in Cameroon. Chap 12 in 
Liberalization in the Developing World: Institutional and Economic Changes. London, UK: Routledge. 
 
Minahan, James. 2002. “Bamilekes” in the Encyclopedia of Stateless Nations: A-C. Westport, Connect. 
Greenwood Press, 264.  
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Nyamnjoh, Francis B. 2005. Africa's Media, Democracy and the Politics of Belonging. London: Zed 
Books.  
 
Tillema, Herbert K. International armed conflict since 1945: A bibliographic handbook of wars and military 
interventions. Westview Pr, 1991. - Facts on File 1955. 
 
UCDP “Cameroon” 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4711960 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Cameroon 
  
Startdate * 01/01/1960 
  
Enddate * 01/01/1970 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The enddate is inexact as the only information I could find states, “Ahidjo finally squashed the movement 
with the capture of Earnest Ouandji in Kumba, Southwest Province, in 1970” (Essama-Nssah & 
Gockowski 2000, 95). 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Government of Cameroon/Ahmadou Ahidjo 
 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
The Union des Populations du Cameroon (UPC) 
 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
southern Sudan 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
 
 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
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care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
"After independence, UPC leaders continued to mobilise [sic] support and to contest Ahidjo’s legitimacy, 
but committed backing from the French authorities, together with ruthless repression by Ahidjo, eventually 
crushed their resistance" (Nyamnjoh 2008, 106). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
Missing 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
Missing 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
Missing 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
Missing 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
Missing 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
Missing 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 

343

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
0 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
Region 
"Political crisis was undeniably arising from the UPC rebellion, a crisis that had consumed the entire 
South and had forced the Ahidjo government to place the region under a state of emergency" (Awasom 
2002). 
 
Decap & Resettle 
Whereas there is very little information in the literature about the specific strategies Ahidjo used against 
the UPC rebels, it was stated that "ultimately, in spite of the variety of incentives for cooperation and 
agreement used by Ahidjo, the stability of regime was based on the widespread use of repression and the 
suppression of human rights" (Konings 1996). This quotation led me to choose to code CivAction, 
CivSecure as 1 and CivTarget as 2. I did not, however, find any information about strategies used to 
decapitate the UPC or resettle noncombatants during this time so both are NA. 
 
NumTrps, TrpCat, GovCas, RebelNumTrps, RebelTrpCat, & RebelCas 
There was no information concerning casualties in any of the above sources. 
 
Assistance Variables 
There was no information concerning assistance to the rebels in any of the above sources. 
 
Maintain 
"After independence, UPC leaders continued to mobilise [sic] support and to contest Ahidjo’s legitimacy, 
but committed backing from the French authorities, together with ruthless repression by Ahidjo, eventually 
crushed their resistance" (Nyamnjoh 2008, 106). 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Awasom, Nicodemus Fru. 2002. Politics and Constitution-Making in Francophone Cameroon, 1959-1960. 
Africa Today. 49(4):3-30. 
 
Delancey. Mark Dike, Rebecca Mbuh, and Mark W. Delancey. Historical dictionary of the Republic of 
Cameroon. Scarecrow Press. 2010. 
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Deltombe, Thomas. “The Forgotten Cameroon War.” Jacobin. December 10, 2016. Accessed August 20, 
2018. https://www.jacobinmag.com/2016/12/cameroon-france-colonialism-war-resistance. 
 
Essama-Nssah, Boniface and James Jerome Gockowski. 2000. Cameroon: forest sector development in 
a difficult political economy. Washington D.C.:World Bank Publications. 
 
Konings, P. 1996. The Post-Colonial State and Economic and Political Reforms in Cameroon. Chap 12 in 
Liberalization in the Developing World: Institutional and Economic Changes. London, UK: Routledge. 
 
Nyamnjoh, Francis B. 2005. Africa's Media, Democracy and the Politics of Belonging. London: Zed 
Books.  
 
UCDP “Cameroon” 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 
1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4751967 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Nigeria 
 
Startdate *  
07/06/1967 
 
Enddate *  
01/15/1967 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 

7/6/1967 
Original Dataset 

July 6, 1967 
Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
Facts on File 1967, 279 
Schwab 1971, 15. 

1/15/1970 
1/12/1970 

Original Dataset 
1/12/1970 

Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
1/15/1970 

Ciment 1999, Vol II 1043. 
Schwab 1971, 117.  

 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Government of Nigeria/Lt. General Gowon 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
-Ciment 1999, Vol II 1043.  

 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
The Republic of Biafra (Colonel Ojukwu) 

-Original dataset 
-Biafrans/Ibos 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
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-Odumegwu Ojukwu  
-There were no great ideological, social, or political differences that caused the 30,000-
square-mile southeastern section of Nigeria (independent of the United Kingdom since 
1960) to secede under the leadership of Odumegwu Ojukwu and call itself Biarfra. 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622.  
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Eastern region, known as Biafra 

-Facts on File 1967, 279. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
2 

-The fighting began with a 4-front attack on the secessionist Region…the federal forces were 
being led by white mercenaries 

(Schwab 1971, 16). 
-Nigerian air force planes carried out “light strafing and reconnaissance missions” 

Schwab 1971, 18. 
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-During the early months of 1969, Biafran civilian targets came under increasing Nigerian air raids 
Schwab 1971, 81.  

 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 

-During the early months of 1969, Biafran civilian targets came under increasing Nigerian air raids 
-Schwab 1971, 81.  

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 

-As the blockade became more efficient, hunger turned into malnutrition and famine. TV and 
newspaper photos soon conveyed to the world the image of starving Biafran civilians. Though 
appeals by foreign governments and organizations poured into Lagos, the Gowon government 
continued its strategy of starving the rebels out. 

-Ciment 1999, Volume II 1043. 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 

-Some 30,000 civilians, mostly Ibos, and including 2,000 victims of Nigerian air force raids, were 
killed [in one year alone]. 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622.  
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 

-But, though there were several isolated massacres of Ibo noncombatants, there was no repeat of 
the terrible large-scale butcheries of 1966, despite Biafran propaganda claims of genocide. 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
-The NY Times has reported July 21 that Ibo refugees from towns along Biafra’s northern border 
had told of the slaying of civilians.  

-Schwab 1971, 15. 
New Code: 3 
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ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
 

-“The federal forces found it difficult to take the initiative following their victories in the western 
and Midwestern regions…[as their] supply lines were stretched thin…through much of late 1967 
and early 1968, the conflict degenerated into a bloody war of attrition” (1043).  
“ [In late 1968 and early 1969, the government initiated a blockade which] became more efficient 
[and] hunger turned into malnutrition and famine. TV and newspaper photos soon conveyed to 
the world the image of starving Biafran civilians. Though appeals by foreign governments and 
organizations poured into Lagos, the Gowon government continued its strategy of starving the 
rebels out… By late in 1969, the Biafran forces were all but defeated.” 

-Ciment 1999, Volume II 1043.  
 

New ForceDescrip: In 1966, the Igbo people of southeast Nigeria staged a military coup and 
took control of the government from the Hausa-Fulani people of the North. However, a counter-
coup in July returned power to the Hausa-Fulani, who installed General Gowon as head of the 
interim national government. Though peaceful negotiations were attempted between the two 
groups, mass ethnically motivated killings by both sides, as well as the government’s 
announcement of a redistricting plan intended to decrease Igbo power, led to the declaration of 
an independent Republic of Biafra by Igbo leader Colonel Ojukwu on May 30, 1967. On July 6, 
the first signs of conflict occurred as Nigerian troops attempted to invade Biafra. The conflict was 
largely fought with large military units attempting to invade rival capitals to gain control, and 
massacres of civilians in border regions thought to be loyal or genetically related to the Igbo 
occurred. The government captured most of the airfields early on and took advantage of their 
increased capacity to conduct air attacks, primarily after 1968, but did not use these attacks as a 
primary strategy. The government’s main counterinsurgency strategy involved surrounding the 
region and torching farms in a blockade intended to starve out the rebel forces and their people. 
This tactic lead to widespread famine and the deaths of between 500,000 and 2 million Biafran 
civilians. In the end, despite outrage and condemnation by the international community, the 
Nigerian government’s blocked worked, and the Igbo people surrendered on January 15, 1970. 

 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
200,000 

-The 13 million Biafrans faces 50 million Nigerians, supplied and supported by several 
international powers, including the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom. The Nigerian army 
expanded from a prewar figure of 10,000 to 200,000 by war’s end 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622.  
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GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
72500 
45,000 

-About 45,000 soldiers on both sides died in combat in the Biafran War 
-Clodfelter 2002, 622.  

100,000 
-It is estimated that 100,000 soldiers on both sides died in the conflict. 

-Ciment 1999, Vol II 1043. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
50,000 

-The Biafrans never had more than 50,000 men. 
-Clodfelter 2002, 622.  

 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
45,000 

-About 45,000 soldiers on both sides died in combat in the Biafran War 
-Clodfelter 2002, 622.  

100,000 
-It is estimated that 100,000 soldiers on both sides died in the conflict. 

-Ciment 1999, Vol II 1043.  
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 

-Portuguese aid was reported during the early days of the struggle 
-Schwab 1971, 27.  

 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 

-bodies of Portuguese mercenaries had been found in the wreckage 
-Ojukwu conceded Jan. 28 that Biafra was using British and French mercenaries 

-Schwab 1971, 39 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 

-bodies of Portuguese mercenaries had been found in the wreckage 
-Schwab 1971, 28.  

351

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 

-ship found to be carrying cargo, reportedly loaded in Lisbon, that included weapons 
-Schwab 1971, 28.  

 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 

-The bloody motivation for secession was rivalry and resentment among the tribes that made up 
the colonial contrived artifice called Nigeria. 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Ibos 

-As many as 30,000 Ibos were massacred, and Iboland decided to part from the military-ruled 
federation headed by 30-year-old General Yakubu Gowan. 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
-Facts on File 1967, 279. 

 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 

-There were no great ideological, social, or political differences that caused the 30,000-square-
mile southeastern section of Nigeria (independent of the United Kingdom since 1960) to secede 
under the leadership of Odumegwu Ojukwu and call itself Biarfra. 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 

-There were no great ideological, social, or political differences that caused the 30,000-square-
mile southeastern section of Nigeria (independent of the United Kingdom since 1960) to secede 
under the leadership of Odumegwu Ojukwu and call itself Biarfr (Clodfelter 2002, 622). 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 

-There were no great ideological, social, or political differences that caused the 30,000-square-
mile southeastern section of Nigeria (independent of the United Kingdom since 1960) to secede 
under the leadership of Odumegwu Ojukwu and call itself Biarfra. 

-Clodfelter 2002, 622.  
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
7 

-colonial independence. 
 
Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
-Clodfelter 2002, 622. 
-Facts on File 1967, 279. 
-Ciment 1999, Volume II 1043.  
-Schwab, Peter. 1971. Biafra.New York, New York: Facts on File, Inc. 
 

New Sources: 
1) Dixon, Jeffrey and Meredith R. Sarkees. 2016. A Guide to Intra-State Wars: An Examination of 
Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. SAGE 
Publications, http://dx.doi.org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.4135/9781452234205 

353

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



2) Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York: 
Routledge. 

 
3) Heerten, Lasse and A. Dirk Moses. 2014. “The Nigeria-Biafra War: Postcolonial Conflict and 
the Question of Genocide.” Journal of Genocide Research 16(2-3): 169-203). 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2014.936700 

 
4) Parker, Franklin. 1969. “Biafra and the Nigerian Civil War.” Franklin Negro History Bulletin 
32(8): 7-11. ProQuest 

 
Notes * 

New Notes: 
Heerten 

--civtarget: 169, 175-76/ 
--strategicair: 175 

 
Parker 

--civtarget: 10 
 

Ciment/Dixon 
--civtarget, strategicair 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4751980 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Nigeria 
  
Startdate * 12/18/1980 
  
Enddate * 01/01/1980 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
Taken from FoF 1981, p.22 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Shehu Shagari (FoF 1980, p.186) 
 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Maitatsine 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
The northern city of Kano, Nigeria. (FoF 1981, p.22) 
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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3 (Inhabitants were warned to leave before the government began shelling and attacking the city) (FoF 
1981, p.22)  
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
“The government opened fire with artillery, machine guns, and bazookas.” (FoF 1981, p.22) 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
160000 (Keesing’s 1980.  
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 (FoF 1981, p.22) 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 (FoF 1981, p.22) 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 (FoF 1981, p.22) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
1 (FoF 1981, p.22; FoF 1984, p.196) 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
10 (Cement and Hill, p.1043) 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
24 months (FoF 1981, p.22; Ciment and Hill, p.1047) 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
Notes * 
 
Sparked by the Nigerian government’s call to deport immigrants in Northern Nigeria, the Kano 1980 revolt 
led by Maitatsine led to violence and clashes by disaffected Muslims. Continual uprisings were confronted 
by the government police, whose primary strategy was to contain the rebels and limit their activities by 
protecting civilians. No other strategies are evident.  
 
I was unable to find a distribution of casualties along government, civilian, and rebel lines. However, the 
best overall casualty count is 4,000 (FoF 1984, p. 196), and given the unsophisticated weaponry used by 
the rebels (bows, arrows, and daggers), it is reasonable to assume that the vast majority of those 
casualties are civilians and rebels. 
 
Also called “Yan Tatsine” or followers of Mohammed Marwa cult 
 
Unclear differentiation between disorganized rioters, cult or rebel movement. Violence more closely 
resembles riots against police, civilian casualties sustained primarily by Maitatsine as army and policed 
retaliated.  
 
News sources cite seizure of property and “terrorizing” civilians in rebellion against army and police 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Dash, Leon. “Nigerian Moslem Sect Uprising Killed Hundreds.” The Washington Post. December 17, 
1982. Accessed August 13, 2018.  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/1982/12/17/nigerian-moslem-sect-uprising-killed-
hundreds/5ee2ca79-d4c3-4f00-b6c8-9f27c3f47654/?utm_term=.c0b12b5b965a 
 
Facts on File Inc., 1980, 1984. Encyclopedia of World History. Facts on File Library of World History. New 
York: Facts on File. 
 
Hickey, Raymond. “The 1982 Maitatsine uprisings in Nigeria: a note.” African Affairs 83, no. 331 
(1984):251-256. 
 
James Ciment and Kenneth Hill, Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II, Chicago, Illinois: 1999. 
 
Keesing’s Record of World Events. 1980. Ed. Roger East. Cambridge: Longman. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4752004 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Nigeria 
  
Startdate * 05/03/2004 (Human Rights Watch, p.39) 
  
Enddate * 05/18/2004 (Human Rights Watch, p.44) 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The start date given was the date on which the government first became involved, and peace was 
established in the city of Yelva very quickly. The end date was the day on which Muslim retaliations for 
the Yelwa Massacre was put down by the government through its declaration of a state of emergency, 
marking the end of significant loss of life in this conflict.  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Olusegun Obasanjo 
 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Niger Delta People's Volunteer Force 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
The majority of the fighting took place in the cities of Yelwa and Kano (Human Rights Watch, p.1) 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
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1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 (Human Rights Watch, p.73)  
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 (Human Rights Watch, p.73) 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government used police and infantry with firearms to put down the protesters. Their specific strategy 
in Kano was to shoot on sight (Human Rights Watch, p.73). The government used some helicopters to 
supplement their ground forces. (Human Rights Watch, p.40) 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
78500 (The Military Balance 2004, p.240) 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
0 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
NA 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
40 (Human Rights Watch, p.1) 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
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EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
1 (FoF 2004, p.375) 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
20 (FoF 1984, p.196) 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 (Human Rights Watch, p.44) 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 (Human Rights Watch, p.44) 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 (Human Rights Watch, p.44) 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
5 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
The government was a latecomer to this conflict between Muslims and Christians, and the casualty count 
after its entrance is extremely minimal compared to the casualties inflicted between the Muslims and 
Christians since 2001. The Nigerian government found that 53,787 people had died in the conflict which 
began in September 2001 and ended in May 2004 (FoF 2004, p. 1082). In addition, while both were 
coded as rebels, the Nigerian government’s violence was directed almost exclusively against Muslims, as 
I found no Christian casualties by the government reported in Yelwa, whereas there were “dozens” of 
Muslim casualties in Kano. 
 
RebelCas was coded as 40 because Human Rights Watch says that “dozens” of extrajudicial killings 
were carried out by soldiers against Muslims, and my best guess is that “dozens” refers to more than two 
dozen but less than 50, so 40 is a simple (though arbitrary) compromise number. GovCas was coded as 
0 because I see no evidence in Human Rights Watch or Facts on File that a single policeman or soldier 
was killed. 
 
CivTarget was coded as 2 because police did shoot those they perceived to be protesters on sight, but 
the short duration of the conflict and the very low RebelCas count make a rating of 3 on CivTarget 
unreasonable. CivSecure was coded as 2 because the government’s involvement was originally intended 
to protect civilians, but the order to shoot on sight in Kano (Human Rights Watch, p. 73) led to some 
civilian deaths. Finally, LastCW was coded as 20 because of the Maitatsine riots that were put down in 
1984. 
 
Primary government strategy is to maintain order and security against the Niger Delta People's Volunteer 
Force, which is considered a violent separatist criminal organization. The Nigerian government combats it 
directly through targeting its leaders and the use of force, but its efforts as a counterinsurgency strategy 
are limited. Security is performed by police in order to eradicate the group, but only to a limited extent to 
prevent its influence on the rest of the population. Government goal is to protect its oil industry.  

Threats against foreign civilians and companies, but little evidence of attacks during the stated time 
period. No reported deaths, violence only with Nigerian military.  
 
 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Asuni, Judith Burdin. “Understanding the Armed Groups of the Niger Delta.” Council on Foreign 
Relations: Working Paper (2009). 
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Facts on File Inc., 1984-2004. Encyclopedia of World History. Facts on File Library of World History. New 
York: Facts on File. 
 
Human Rights Watch. “Revenge in the Name of Religion.”        
 http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2005/05/24/revenge-name-religion-0 
 
Human Rights Watch. “Rivers and Blood: Guns, Oil and Power in Nigeria’s Rivers State.” A Human 
Rights Watch Briefing Paper (2005). 
 
Langton, Christopher, ed. The Military Balance 2004-2005. London: Oxford University Press. 2004. 
 
Stratfor (2009). “Nigeria’s MEND: Odili, Asari and the NDPVF.” 
https://worldview.stratfor.com/analysis/nigerias-mend-odili-asari-and-ndpvf. 
 
UCDP. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4821996 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Central African Republic (CAR) 
  
Startdate * 04/18/1996 
  
Enddate * 01/25/1997 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The start date marks the first of several mutinies, and the end date marks the signing of a national unity 
accord and the end of major violence. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Central African Republic (Ange-Felix Patasse) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Mutinous soldiers (Yakoma) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
The capital city of Bangui. 
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
MISAB (Mission interafricaine de surveillance des Accords de Bangui) 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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3 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Because the mutineers came from the ranks of the CAR Army, the government's primary 
counterinsurgency force was the elite presidential guard, though it should be noted that the government 
appealed to and relied heavily on the French and MISAB troops for support and in maintaining order in 
the city. There was no clear, discernable military strategy; instead, the government focused on appeasing 
the mutineers and trying to prevent a larger ethnic conflict. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
2150 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
10 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
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400 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
125 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
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identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
1  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Baya; Yakoma 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
2 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
Notes * 
 
There were also 500 MISAB troops and 2,000 French troops 

 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Farrier, Marion. 1997. Facts on File Yearbook 1997. Facts on File News Service. USA 
  
Lacina Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of Coding 
Decisions 
  
Lewis D.S. 1997. Keesing’s Record of World Events 1997. Keesing’s Worldwide. 
  
Nicholas, Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858                                                      
 
UCDP  
 

373

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4822006 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Central African Republic (CAR) 
  
Startdate * 09/23/2006 
  
Enddate * 05/09/2008 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Central African Republic (Francois Bozize) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
UFDR 
 
Rebel2 
APRD 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Primarily the northern part of the country, where it borders Chad and the Darfur region of Sudan. 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
CEMAC - FOMUC (Force multinationale en Centrafrique) 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
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CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
There was a general lack of organization amongst government forces,.who were often ill equipped.  The 
majority of its offensives were in response to a particular attack and not a preemptive effort to isolate and 
mitigate APRD and UFDR actions. Government forces’ counterinsurgency tactics consisted of burning 
down villages in areas were the rebels operated and committing summary executions if civilians were 
suspected of having aided the rebels. Government strategy also included maintaining control of major 
roads and cities at the expense of the rural countryside. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
4,500 (There were also 380 FOMUC troops and 1,500 French troops) 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
1000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
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heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
0 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
2 
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GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
48 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
Notes * 
 
There was no breakdown given of battle-related casualties, which over the course of the conflict may 
have only numbered around 50, but it seems likely that the deaths were evenly split between rebels and 
government forces. 

The conflict ended when both rebel groups signed a ceasefire and later, a comprehensive peace 
agreement with the government. This agreement provided a means for the rebel groups to enter the 
political process. 

No specific reported fatalities, however continuous allegations of civilian attacks, child recruitment, and 
rape.  

Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
ACLED. “ACLED Report for Central African Republic February 2009.” February 2009. 
Giroux, Jennifer, David Lanz, and Damiano Sguaitamatti. 2009. The Tormented Triangle: The 
Regionalisation of Conflict in Sudan, Chad and the Central African Republic. Regional and Global Axes of 
Conflict Working Paper 47, London: Crisis States. 
 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: Rebels Clash with Army. Africa Research Bulletin: Political, Social & 
Cultural Series, Oct2006, Vol. 43 Issue 10, p16826-16827, 2p 
  
Farrier, Marion. 2006. Facts on File Yearbook 2006. Facts on File News Service. USA 
Global Security. “UFDR (Union of Democratic Forces for Unity.” 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/para/ufdr.htm. 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH. State of Anarchy: Rebellion and Abuses against Civilians. September 14, 
2007 
  
IRIN. “Rebels Call for Dialogue After Capturing Key Town.” IRIN News. November 2 2006. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report/61464/car-rebels-call-dialogue-after-capturing-key-town. 
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IRIN. “Northern Town Empty as Scared Civilians Stay Away.” IRIN News. March 22, 2007. Accessed on 
June 20, 2017. <http://www.irinnews.org/fr/node/236087>. 
 
Lacina Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of Coding 
Decisions   
 
TRAC. Union of Democratic Forces for Unity (UFDR). Accessed on June 21 2017. 
<https://www.trackingterrorism.org/group/union-democratic-forces-unity-ufdr>. 
  
UCDP 2010        
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
4831980 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? Chad 
 
Startdate * 3/21/1980 
 
Enddate * 6/7/1982 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
-Sarkees & Dixon (2016) classify the war as lasting from 1980 to 1984  
 
-START DATE – “the rival Muslim factions ruling N’Djamena clashed and a new civil war, 
involving northerners against northerners, wracked Chad” (Clodfelter 2008, p.592) 
 
-END DATE – “Habre and 2,000 rebels reconquered N’Djamena” (Clodfelter 2008, p.592)  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Goukouni Oueddei, president – GUNT (Transitional Government of National Unity)  
*army is called the Popular Armed Forces (FAP) – not the Chadian military (FAT)  
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government Armed Forces of the North (FAN)  
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 
*previous coder 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
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country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Nearly the whole country except for some southern provinces  
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
3 
*previous coder 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
1 
*previous coder 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
*previous coder  
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
*previous coder 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
*previous coder 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
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1 
*previous coder 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
*previous coder 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
*previous coder  
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
*previous coder 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
The FAN, led by Haissene Habre, attacked GUNT troops (President Oueddei-led) in March of 
1980. In mid-1980, the southern region of Chad split from the north in terms of trade and 
communication, and was led by Colonel Kamougue, GUNT troops were on the defensive, 
prompting Libya to send 4,000 troops to bail them out. The tide of the war shifted, as the FAN 
took sanctuary in Cameroon and Sudan. In January of 1981, Libya and Chad announced they 
were planning to unify their countries, resulting in vast opposition and an increased Libyan 
presence in Chad. There was a deployment of IAF (Inter-African Force) troops to enforce peace 
from December 1981 to June 1982.   
*Sarkees & Dixon (2016) and gloablsecurity.org (2010)   
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
6800 
*The previous coder had 3,200 troops coded, but I found two sources saying that there were 
6,800 FAP troops at the time of the war breaking out (March 1980). It was a bit confusing to 
discern all the sides to the conflict, but the FAP are actually the government (GUNT) troops, not 
the Chadian troops – known as FAT (of which there were 16,000 troops at the peak (Sarkees & 
Dixon 2016)).   
**Clodfelter (2008) – “On one side were the 6,800 soldiers of President Oueddei’s Popular Armed 
Forces (FAP)” (p.592)  
***Sarkees & Dixon – 6,800 troops initially (*also has war lasting from 1980-1984)  
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
2 
*previous coder  
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GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1000 
*previous coder 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
5000 
*previous coder – backed by Sarkees & Dixon (2016) and Clodfelter (2008)  
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
2 
*previous coder 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1000 
*previous coder 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
*globalsecurity.org – “Their [Libyan] departure, however, allowed Habre’s FAN-reconstituted in 
eastern Chad with Egyptian, Sudanese, and, reportedly, significant United States assistance-to 
win key positions…” (near the bottom)  
**Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – “Habre retreated to Cameroon and Sudan, though he vowed to 
continue the war”  
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 
*previous coder  
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
*previous coder  
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
1 
*The previous coder wrote 0, but I found one source declaring that Sudan and Egypt vowed to 
give arming assistance, and one source confirming that another country did. As a result, I am 
changing the 0 to a 1.  
**Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – “Both Sudan and Egypt promised to assist in arming FAN”  not 
sure if this meant they actually did  
***Mays (2002) – “The Central Intelligence Agency funneled military equipment to the anti-
government Northern Armed Forces (FAN) rebels through Sudan” (p.149)  
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AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
*previous coder – didn’t find any evidence of Sudan, Egypt, Cameroon, or the US providing 
economic aid   
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
1 
*The previous coder had a 0 coded, but I have found two sources (Sarkees & Dixon 2016 and 
globalsecurity.org) that contradict this, saying that Habre retreated to Cameroon (S & D 2016) 
and Sudan (S & D 2016, globalsecurity.org). As a result, I have changed AsstSanct to 1.  
**Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – “Habre retreated to Cameroon and Sudan, though he vowed to 
continue the war”  
***globalsecurity.org – “… Goukouni regained control of the capital and other urban centers and 
Habre retreated into Sudan” (toward the bottom)  
****Mays (2002) – “Sudan provided sanctuary for Habre’s FAN during the Libyan occupation of 
Chad and allowed weapons destined for Habre and funded by the CIA and others to enter the 
country” (p.113)  
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
*previous coder  
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
*previous coder  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
NA 
*previous coder  
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
*previous coder  
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
*previous coder  
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
*previous coder  
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
1 
*previous coder  
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 
*previous coder  
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
4 
*previous coder  
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
*previous coder  
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
0 
*previous coder  
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
*previous coder  
 
Notes Use this space to provide any additional details, comments on ambiguous or contradictory 
information, etc…  
 
-GovCas: Sarkees & Dixon (2016) has 3,500, but has the war lasting from 1980-1984  not 
going to count this  
 
-NumTrps: Sarkees & Dixon (2016) has 16,000 at peak, also has the war lasting from 1980-
1984 and not sure if all 16,000 were deployed against FAN  not going to count this  
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-RebelCas: Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – 1,500, but also has the war lasting from 1980-1984  
not going to count this  
 
-AsstEcon: Mays (2002) – “The Sudanese government did not finance any of the contingents 
deployed to Chad” (p.113)  
 
Mays (2002)  
-“Libyan radio attacked the United States, Egypt, and Sudan on many occasions for their covert 
military support of Habre’s Northern Armed Forces (FAN) based in western Sudan” (p.22)  not 
enough evidence to say that they did support FAN 
-“… American covert aid made its way through Egypt and Sudan to the anti-Libyan Chadian 
faction led by Habre… also increased the intensity of the fighting as weapons of greater technical 
sophistication entered the area” (p.27)  
-“FAN operations, from Sudanese sanctuaries and supplied by Egypt and the CIA, continued 
against GUNT and Libyan targets in eastern Chad through the summer and into the fall of 1981” 
(p.69)  
 
Sarkees & Dixon (2016) – some background 
-FAN = rebel group, led by Habre 
-FAT = Chadian National Army, led by Colonel Kamougue in the south  
-FAP = GUNT troops, led by Goukouni Oueddi (president)  
-FAP and FAT were allies, but in this case, GUNT is the government group and its forces are 
known as FAP (not to be confused with the Chadian forces – FAT)  
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Brogan, Patrick, 1998. World Conflicts. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press. 
 
Clodfelter, Micheal, 2002. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and 
Other Figures, 1500-2000. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co. Hum/SS 
 
Facts on File. New York: Facts on File News Services. (http://www.facts.com). Years 1980 1981, 
1982. 
 
Powell, John. eds. 2001. Magill's Guide to Military History, Vol1. Salem Press Inc. Pasadena, CA. 
 
Tillema, Herbert K. 1991. International Armed Conflict Since 1945: a Bibliographic Handbook of 
Wars and Military Interventions. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
 
Dixon, Jeffrey and Meredith R. Sarkees. A Guide to Intra-State Wars: An Examination of Civil, 
Regional, and Intercommunal Wars, 1816-2014. SAGE Publications, 2016. 
http://dx.doi.org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.4135/9781452234205 
 
Clodfelter, Michael. 2008. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Encyclopedia of Casualty 
and Other Figures, 1494-2007. 3rd ed. Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland.  
 
Globalsecurity.org. 2010. Globalsecurity.org.  
 
Mays, Terry M. 2002. Africa’s First Peacekeeping Operation: The OAU in Chad 1981-1982. 
Westport: Greenwood Publishing Group, Incorporated.   
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4831983 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Chad 
 
Startdate * 6/7/1983 
 
Enddate * 12/31/1986 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Enddate was initially listed as 9/11/1987 which is the end of the Toyota War between Chad and Libya, 
however, GUNT actually dissolved prior to that sometime in 1986. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Hissen Habre, president (FAN leader) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Goukoni Weddei (with Libyan support); GUNT 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
North of N’Djamena to the border with Libya 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Habre organized his forces into the Chadian National Armed Forces (FANT) which marched north and 
launched a counteroffensive against the GUNT forces. He received French support in August 1983 
complete with several Jaguar fighter-bombers. The French-Chadian forces declared the 15th parallel and 
later 16th parallel as the line which the Libyan-GUNT forces could not cross without entering war with 
France. Habre’s government made policy changes which drew GUNT forces to their side between 1984 
and 1986. A 1986 attack by Gaddafi and the remaining Gaddafi-loyal GUNT forces drew a FANT counter-
offense aided by new French weaponry. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
10000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
750 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
5000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
750 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
2 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
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1 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state. 
2 
 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Nolutshungu, Sam C. (1995). Limits of Anarchy: Intervention and State Formation in Chad. University of 

Virginia Press. 
 
Pollack, Kenneth M. (2002). Arabs at War: Military Effectiveness, 1948–1991. University of Nebraska 

Press 
 
Azevedo, Mario J. (1998). Roots of Violence: A History of War in Chad. Routledge. 
 
Dixon & Sarkees (2016). 
 
Brogan, Patrick, 1998. World Conflicts. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press. 
 
Clodfelter, Micheal, 2002. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other 

Figures, 1500-2000. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co. Hum/SS 
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Facts on File. New York: Facts on File News Services. (http://www.facts.com). Years 1983, 1984 
 
Tillema, Herbert K. 1991. International Armed Conflict Since 1945: a Bibliographic Handbook of Wars and 

Military Interventions. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
 
Powell, John, eds. 2001. Magill’s Guide to Military History Vol1. Salem Press Inc. Pasadena, CA. 

 
Notes * 
The end result was de facto, though not de jure, partition of Chad across 16 paralel. With rebel and 
Libyans controlling the North, and government with French assistance controlling the South including 
capital city and majority of the territory. Relative peace and stability in this precarious situation laster for 
almost two years. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4831998 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Chad 
 
Startdate * 1/1/1998 
 
Enddate * 1/31/2002 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Idrys Deby  
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Movement for Democracy and Justice in Chad (MDJT, Mouvement pour la democratie et la justice au 
Tchad) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Central government army was a mechanized but relatively light force with infantry, mechanized infantry 
and some armored units. Their tactics were to repel the rebels and force them to accept government 
negotiations directed by President Deby. The rebel tactics were predominantly of strike and run, with few 
offensives. In January 2002 MDJT and government began negotiating peace agreement granting pardon 
to all rebels who laid down the weapons. Subsequent agreement in December 2003 effectively ended 
MDJT insurgency and involved some of the MDJT leaders in Chadian government 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
30350 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
300 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1800 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
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TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
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Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
46 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
FOF 1999, 2001, 2002 
Magil’s 
Philips & Axelrod 
Keesing’s 1999, 2000 
Giroux et al. 2009 
UCDP 2011 

 
New Sources: 
Dixon & Sarkees. 2016. Guide to Intra-state Wars: 1816–2014 
 
Notes * 
J. Giroux, D. Lanz, and D. Sguaitamatti. The tormented triangle: the regionalisation of conflict in Sudan, 
Chad, and the Central African Republic. 2009. 
 
FoF: Facts on File. New York: Facts on File News Services. (http://www.facts.com). Years  
 
Magill’s: Powell, John, eds. 2001. Magill’s Guide to Military History Vol1. Salem Press Inc. Pasadena, CA. 
 Philips C & A. Axelrod. 2005. Encyclopedia of Wars. Facts on File Books, Inc. New York. NY.  
Eriksson, Hans. & Bjorn Hagstromer. 2004. Chad: towards democratisation or petro-dictatorship?: 
Nordiska Afrikainstitutet Uppsala, Sweeden. 
 
New Notes: 
Reported attacks and casualties limited to rebel versus government attacks, without reports of civilian 
abuses. No evidence found of tactics or strategies outside of small arms and direct fighting. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4841993 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Congo (Republic of the) 
 
Startdate * 11/3/1993 
 
Enddate * 1/30/1994 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
This ceasefire was largely observed and the conflict remained muted the following three years. During 
these years of calm, negotiations were held on a number of occasions, mainly to try to achieve a 
consensus on the disarmament and integration of the militias into the army. However, even if a number of 
accords were reached, the militias were never fully disarmed, and only a fraction of their troops were 
integrated into the army. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Lissouba (UPADS) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Ninjas – Kolelas (MCDDI) 
 
Rebel2 
Cobras – Sassou-Nguesso (PCT) 
 
Rebel3 
(these 2 groups combined to become URD-PCT) 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
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border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Capital – Brazzaville 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
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1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Government deployed the military in the capital beginning in July to quell violent demonstrations.  
Curfews imposed.  By January 1994, military sets up blockade to stop supplies from reaching opposition 
militias.  Didn’t work because supplies came by boat from DRC. Government receives supplies and 
troops from Israel.  Army uses torture and other brutal measures against detainees, commits extrajudicial 
killings. Military then sets up buffer zone around capital (intervention force set up by ceasefire). 
Government conducts negotiations almost the entire length of the conflict to try to resolve it, attempts to 
integrate militias into army. 
 
but government troops also committed extrajudicial killings, and the police continued to use torture and 
other brutal measures against detainees . . . (U.S. DOS, Country Reports 1994, Feb. 1995, p. 54-55). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
12000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
2000 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Bakongo was mainly inhabited by Laris from the Pool region and in the politically and ethnically polarised 
Congolese context the district was subsequently viewed as a Ninja stronghold. (UCDP) 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
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ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
NA 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
36 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
EACD. 2009. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Keesing’s record of world events. 1993, 1994. 
 
UCDP. 2010. 
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United States Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services. 2000. Republic of Congo (Brazzaville): 
Information on the human rights situation and the Ninja militia. 14 November. COG01002.OGC, available 
at: http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/docid/3dedffab4.html 
 
 
Notes * 
 
ConflictEthic: There were ethnic overtones to both the 1997 civil war and the recent violence in 
Brazzaville and other areas in the southern part of the country. These conflicts have sometimes been 
characterized as pitting northerners, who support President Sassou against southerners, who support 
former president Lissouba and former prime minister Kolelas. There does tend to be heavy representation 
from each leader's ethnic group in his immediate entourage: Mbochi for Sassou, Nibolek for Lissouba, 
and Lari for Kolelas. However, the correspondence between ethnic-regional and political cleavages is 
only approximate, and supporters of the current and recent governments have included persons from a 
broad range of ethnic and regional backgrounds. (global security) 
 
Win: However, even if a number of accords were reached, the militias were never fully disarmed, and only 
a fraction of their troops were integrated into the army. (UCDP) 
 
ConflictOutcome: On the political front President Lissouba managed to gradually build improved relations 
with Kolelas and his MCDDI, using a decentralisation programme to increase the other parties' stakes in 
the political system. This rapprochement effectively marginalized PCT and relations between the two 
camps remained tense. (UCDP) 
 
 
Keesing’s: 
Battle deaths – 1993: 121, 1994: 54 
UCDP: 
Battle deaths – 1993: 53, 1994: 78 
eacd notes: 
Battle deaths – 1993: 98, 1994: 61 
Gov’t troop numbers: 12,000 (10,000 according to UCDP, which also says + 2000 troops in private 
presidential militias.  These are thus included in NumTrps) 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4841997 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Congo 
 
Startdate * 6/5/1997 
 
Enddate * 10/15/1997 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
UPADS (Pascal Lissouba) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Cobra Militia 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Congo's Capital, Brazzaville 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 

New Code: 3 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 

New Code: 0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Until October the fighting was concentrated to the capital that was mostly low intensity but ended in fierce 
fighting and systematic artillery bombardment that left the city wracked. 
 
 New ForceDescrip: 

Fighting broke out between the congolese government, led by President Lissouba, and the Cobra 
Militia, led by Sassou-Nguesso, on June 5, 1997 when Lissouba sent his forces Sassou-
Nguesso’s residence to disarm and arrest members of the Cobra Militia. For the following 
months, the two groups—as well as other militia groups loyal to one side or the other—engaged 
in fighting throughout the capital of Brazzaville. Both sides used heavy weaponry, such as rocket 
launchers, and systematically bombarded districts of the city known to support one or the other of 
the two rival political leaders. Neutral districts too were subject to artillery bombardments 
throughout the conflict but to a much lesser degree. Thousands of unarmed civilians were killed 
because both sides failed to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants. Though the 
Cobra Militia and other militia groups were responsible for significantly more bombing than the 
government, the government itself engaged in a strategy of counterinsurgency that involved 
mostly counterbombardment. It also carried out a series of helicopter bombardments north of the 
capital which resulted in many civilian deaths. The conflict ended in October 1997 when Sassou-
Nguesso, aided by Angolan soldiers, gained complete control of the capital. 

 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
450 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1000 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
4000 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Mbochis, Zoulous 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
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ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
3 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
4 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
3 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
UCDP Database 
 
Ferrier, Marion. 1998. Facts on File Yearbook 1997. US: Facts on File News Services.  
 
Bethany Lacina and Nils Petter Gleditsch, 2005. ―Monitoring Trends in Global Combat: A New Dataset 
of Battle Deaths.‖ European Journal of 
Population: 21(2–3): 145–166. The data are available at http://www.prio.no/CSCW/Datasets/Armed-
Conflict/Battle-Deaths/ 
 
EACD 2009 
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Amnesty International. 1998. 1998 Annual Report for Congo. USA: Amnesty International USA. 
 
 New Sources: 

Bazenguissa-Ganga, Rémy. 1999. “The Spread of Political Violence in Congo-Brazzaville.” 
African Affairs 98(390): 37-54.  https://doi-
org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.1093/oxfordjournals.afraf.a008001 
 

 
Notes * 
Bernard Kolelas and his Ninja militia joined the government side in September, France also sent in 550 
troops to aid the government 
 
 New Notes: 

Bazenguissa-Ganga: “some areas were subject to systematic artillery bombardment… the 
districts which suffered the heaviest bombardments were those known to be bases of political 
support …” (40) 

 
Amnesty— 
“Thousands of unarmed civilians were killed during the fighting, mostly in Brazzaville, the capital. 
Both sides used heavy weaponry, particularly multiple rocket launchers…Government forces 
carried out helicopter bombardments just north of Brazzaville, resulting in many civilian 
casualties.” 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4842002 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Congo 
 
Startdate * 3/30/2002 
 
Enddate * 3/6/2003 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Denis Sassou-Nguessou 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Ntsiloulous 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Pool Region of Congo 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
fighting consisted mostly of low scale guerrilla attacks and government counter-insurgency tactics. The 
government at one point was forced to use the help of the former Cobra militia to send the Ntsiloulous 
back to the Pool region. The Cobra militia also had help from Angolan troops and used heavy artillery fire.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
NA 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
115 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
1750  
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
42 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
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TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
3 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
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Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
36 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
UCDP Database 
 
Bethany Lacina and Nils Petter Gleditsch, 2005. ―Monitoring Trends in Global Combat: A New Dataset 
of Battle Deaths.‖ European Journal of 
Population: 21(2–3): 145–166. The data are available at http://www.prio.no/CSCW/Datasets/Armed-
Conflict/Battle-Deaths/ 
 
EACD 2009 
 
 
Notes * 
No information about Gov Troops found 
 
Little information relating to death tolls of insurgents, though there was not a high death toll for the entire 
conflict so I would suggest that the number is similar to that of the government casualties. 
 
RebCas is estimated at 42 as the UCDP database reports 167 battle casualties between the two actors, 
and other datasets list GovCas as 115, making 42 the best estimate 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4901960 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
Startdate * 01/1/1960 
 
Enddate * 01/13/1963 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Kasavubu (President) and Mobutu (Army) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Katanga – led by Tshombe 
 
Rebel2 
Eastern rebels - led by Gizenga 
 
Rebel3 
Kasai - led by Kalonji 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Katanga, Kasai, eastern provinces along the Congo RIver (Stanleyville) 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
UN 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 New Code: 2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Mainly heavy ground combat.  There was bombing by both sides in Dec. 1961, but most combat could be 
categorized as intimate or "light."  Rebels armed with machetes, sticks, spears, as well as guns, so most 
government strategy was simply aimed at retaking cities.  Some cities fell with little to no fighting in the 
end.  Government attacked whites and Europeans as part of their strategy (rapes, hostages) (FoF).  
Mobutu flew troops to Rwanda to invade Kivu from the East. 
* Resettlement played a role in UN strategy, but not government. 
* CivTarget - Congolese Army killed 1,000-7,000 ethnic Baluba in Kasai (1961) 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
13500 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
310 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
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1 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
12 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Brogan, P. 1998. World conflicts: A comprehensive guide to world strife since 1945. Lanham, MD: The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Ciment, J. 1999. Encyclopedia of conflicts since World War II. Vol. I. Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn. 
 
CLOD: 
Clodfelter, M. 1992. Warfare and armed conflicts: A statistical reference. Vol. II. Jefferson, NC: McFarland 
& Company, Inc. 
 
EACD 2009. 
 
FoF: 
Facts on File Inc., 1960-63. Encyclopedia of World History. Facts on File Library of World History. New 
York: Facts on File. 
 
Sambanis 2006. 
 
Tillema, H. 1991. International armed conflict since 1945: A bibliographic handbook of wars and military 
interventions. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 
  

New Sources:  
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 Dixon and Sarkees (2016): http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452234205  
 

Nzongola-Ntalaja, Georges. The Congo: From Leopold to Kabila: A People's History. Zed Books, 
2002. 

 
 
Notes * 
Hard to find government troop numbers because most of the fighting done by the UN.  Troop category 
was a best guess. 
  
 New Notes: 

Conflict spurred by encouragement from Belgium, which was motivated to maintain its colonial 
interests. Sambanis provides some limited evidence of targeting of civilians in the Katanga region 
by the Army. Limited to no evidence of specific incidence of violence or other counterinsurgency 
efforts. The insurgency ceased when Belgium and its Western allies regained their interests 
through transition of the central government from Prime Minister Lumumba to General Mobutu; 
indicating little Congolese government influence on countering insurgency efforts.  
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4901964 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
Startdate * 01/01/1964 
 
Enddate * 11/24/1965 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Sambanis notes the Kwilu Rebellion started in January 1964, ended in Decmeber 1965.  Mobutu took 
over 11/24/65 (regime change). 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Kasavubu (President), Tshombe (Prime Minister), and Mobutu (Army) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Simbas 
 
Rebel2 
CNL - Conseil National de Liberation 
 
Rebel3 
Mulele 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Kivu Province, Eastern (Orientale) Province: rebels led by Gaston Soumialot 
Kwilu Province: rebels led by Pierre Mulele 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
3 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Some strategic bombing by US and Congolese Army on rebel strongholds.  The fighting was mostly 
against rebels armed with spears, bows & arrows, machetes, and some machine guns and mortars from 
army deserters.  Mainly a ground combat war.  Extremely fragmented: Rebels all over country (Brogan 
notes "over half of the country"), but mainly in Kivu, Kwilu, North Katanga (Albertville), and Stanleyville.  A 
lot of European missions were for the purposes of rescuing hostages.  Mercenaries ended up leading the 
Army and were the turning point in by March 1965.  Brutal slaughter of civilians, even after the rebels 
were too weak to be a threat continued throughout 1965. CLOD: 18,000 civilians killed.  FoF: civilians 
killed because they were "the opposition." 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
1000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
350 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
7000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
4300 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
1 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Brogan, P. 1998. World conflicts: A comprehensive guide to world strife since 1945. Lanham, MD: The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
CLOD: 
Clodfelter, M. 1992. Warfare and armed conflicts: A statistical reference. Vol. II. Jefferson, NC: McFarland 
& Company, Inc. 
 
FoF: 
Facts on File Inc., 1964-5. Encyclopedia of World History. Facts on File Library of World History. New 
York: Facts on File. 
 
Sambanis 2006. 
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Notes * 
Government troop numbers are a guess.  The government had a severely weakened force (from the 
previous rebellion) and was heavily supported by mercenaries. 
 
Countries involved in supporting rebels: USSR, Egypt, Algeria, Ghana, Rwanda, Uganda, Zambia, 
Burundi, Sudan, and (allegedly) the Chinese. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4901977 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
 
Startdate * 03/08/1977 
 
Enddate * 05/28/1977 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Government of Zaire/President Mobutu 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
The National Front for the Liberation of the Congo (FNLC) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Shaba Province (in the southeast) 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 

430

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
“Except for Zairean air raids, the campaign was wages with only small weapons and with an even smaller 
will to close with the enemy” (Clodfelter 2002, 627). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
4000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
217 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
2000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
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1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
14 
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Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Odum, Thomas P. 1993. Shaba II: The French and Belgian intervention in Zaire in 1978. US Army 
Combined Arms Center. http://www.cgsc.edu/carl/resources/csi/odom2/odom2.asp. 
 
Clodfelter 2002, 626-627. 
 
Keesing 1977 28398 

 
New Sources: 
Autesserre, Séverine, and Séverine Autesserre. The trouble with the Congo: Local violence and 
the failure of international peacebuilding. Vol. 115. Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

 
Ebenga, Jacques, and Thierry N’Landu. "The Congolese National Army: in search of an identity." 
Evolutions & Revolutions: A Contemporary History of Militaries in Southern Africa, Pretoria: 
Institute for Security Studies (2005): 63-83. 

 
Nzongola-Ntalaja, Georges. From Zaire to the Democratic Republic of the Congo. No. 28. Nordic 
Africa Institute, 2004. 
 

 
Notes * 
Third-Party Assistance for Rebels: 
"On March 31 Colonel Eluki Mongo Aundu…states that the rebels totalled about 5,000 men and were 
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equipped with Soviet-made weapons…and they were led by White mercenaries, either Portuguese or 
Cubans. (Other sources, however, estimated that no more than 2,000 men had invaded the province)" 
(Keesing 1977 28398). 
 
" On March 8, 1977, several thousand FNLC irregulars invaded Shaba Province from Angola with 
apparent encouragement from the Angolan government" (Clodfelter 2002, 627). 
 
Ethnic Conflict?: 
The conflict was not identified as an ethnic one. Instead, as Clodfelter states, the insurgency consisted of 
“a force of about 2,000 Kantangan exiles and Luga tribesmen” (2002, 627). 
 
Foreign Assistance for the Government: 
Whereas there was little assistance for the rebels from other states, Clodfelter writes that “Kolwezi [the 
capital of Shaba province] and probably all of Shaba was saved by international aid. Several African 
states, fearful of the encouragement any successful secessionist revolt in Zaire would bring…offered aid, 
advisers, and armaments” (2002, 627) 
 
 New Notes: 

Rebels repelled primarily by Western intervention on behalf of resource interests in the Katanga 
region. No evidence of government counterinsurgency efforts against the FNLC, who launched 
their attacks from Angola.  
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4901996 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Democratic Republic of Congo/Zaire 
 
Startdate * 10/01/1996 
 
Enddate * 05/17/1997 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Kabila received his orders from Rwanda in late September 1996. 10/17/1996 was the first Banyamulenge 
attack on camps. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Mobutu (military dictatorship) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Laurent Kabila (AFDL) 
 
Rebel2 
Banyamulenge 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Concentrated in Kivu Region (near Rwandan and Ugandan border). 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 New Code: 1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
The government’s force was in theory 80,000 men, but it was certainly overstated and severely 
weakened.  Also, Mobutu had lost international support. Essentially, the government ran from the rebels, 
raping and stealing in retreat.  They were overwhelmed by the much more motivated and externally-
backed rebels. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
50000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1000 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
9999 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
2 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Tutsi 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
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LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
2 
 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
4 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
15 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Keesing’s/Brogan (per Lacina 2009). 
 
Prunier, G. 2009. Africa’s world war: Congo, the Rwandan genocide, and the making of a continental 
catastrophe. Oxford University Press. 
 
RAND 2010. 

 
 New Citations: 
 Sambanis’ Notes 
 

Dixon and Sarkees (2016): http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452234205  
 

Autesserre, Séverine The trouble with the Congo: Local violence and the failure of international 
peacebuilding. Vol. 115. Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

 
Ebenga, Jacques, and Thierry N’Landu. "The Congolese National Army: in search of an identity." 
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Evolutions & Revolutions: A Contemporary History of Militaries in Southern Africa, Pretoria: 
Institute for Security Studies (2005): 63-83. 

 
Notes * 
The rebel insurgency was motivated and supported by Rwanda as a reverse genocide.  Kabila and the 
ADFL were the proxy fighters in country.  Civilian massacres occurred (100,000 deaths, according to 
Brogan/Lacina), conducted mostly by rebels (one-sided violence). 
  
 New Notes: 

Very little action taken by the incumbent government forces of Mobutu to counter the rebel 
advance, which was comprised of soldiers from multiple neighboring countries as well as child 
soldiers. Mobutu was hospitalized and unable to launch a strong counterattack. Much of the 
counteroffensive was undertaken by hired mercenaries. The rebels succeeded in capturing the 
capital due to limited resistance and Mobutu negotiated his departure.  
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4901998 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
Startdate * 08/02/1998 
 
Enddate * 12/17/2002 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
End: Laurent Kabila was killed 1/16/2001 (change of government).  Peace agreement signed on 
12/17/2002.  Fighting continued, but the external forces were mostly removed by early 2003 (Prunier). 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Laurent Kabila (AFDL), then Joseph Kabila 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
RCD (Congolese Rally for Democracy) 
 
Rebel2 
MLC (Liberation Movement of the Congo) 
 
Rebel3 
UPDF (Ugandan Army) 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
North and East (mainly North and South Kivu, but also Equateur, Katanga, Kasai, parts of the capital, 
Kinshasa) – areas that border Sudan, Rwanda, and Uganda. Spread south and west toward capital. 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
3 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
MONUC (UN) 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
It is extremely hard to find a “strategy” for the FAC.  The FAC (Congolese forces) were very weak.  They 
had no army to speak of and haphazard organization (Prunier p. 210).  Mostly supported by foreign 
armies and the Mayi-Mayi guerillas.  The “Congolese” forces were ex-FAR and Interahamwe.  They could 
not protect citizens, which led to violent massacres by rebels.  Bombings led by Zimbabwe, Angola, and 
Sudanese air forces (these gov’ts trying to protect their investments in the Congo).  Because the rebel 
intent was control of mineral resources as well as government, they ended up fighting amongst 
themselves (Uganda vs. Rwanda).  The severe repression of the civilian population hurt their cause also.  
Essentially, they floundered more than were beaten by FAC.  Large units using modern equipment were 
used in Equateur and Katanga, but in the Kivus, it was confused and violent ground skirmishes. Low 
military intensity in this region did not mean low civilian casualties. 
 
CivTarget: gov’t targeted civilians in bombings (maybe 725 from 1998-99), but not on ground (except for 1 
massacre of 320).  Rebels committed most atrocities (over 2000 civilians were massacred in 1998-99 for 
sure, but the numbers are probably a lot higher). 
 
CivKill: (Arnold (p. 106) says 90% of 3.1 million deaths were from food insecurity, lack of medical facilities, 
and generalized violence), (Valentino says no), Prunier p. 242: 200,000 deaths attributable to fighting 
from 1998-2000. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
55000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
60000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
2 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Tutsi 
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ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
1 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Lacina 2009. 
 
Nicoll, A. Ed. 2001. Strategic survey 2000-01: The annual review of world affairs. London: International 
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Institute of Strategic Studies. 
 
Prunier, G. 2009. Africa's world war: Congo, the Rwandan genocide, and the making of a continental 
catastrophe. Oxford University Press. 
 
RAND 2010. 
 
Sambanis 2006. 

 
 New Sources: 

Dixon and Sarkees (2016): http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452234205  
 

Autesserre, Séverine. The trouble with the Congo: Local violence and the failure of international 
peacebuilding. Vol. 115. Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

 
Notes * 
Force level: Fighting divided into theaters. The West was the scene of the heaviest intervener fighting 
(Zimbabwe, Angola, Namibia) trying to aid Kinshasa and the government.  Some in the central part of the 
country as well.  But most conflicts were bush fights, small skirmishes, raids on villages, etc. Not a heavily 
mechanized war (NYtimes).  
 
 New Notes: 

It is extremely hard to find a “strategy” for the FAC.  The FAC (Congolese forces) were very 
weak. They had no army to speak of and haphazard organization (Prunier p. 210).  Mostly 
supported by foreign armies and the Mayi-Mayi guerillas.  The “Congolese” forces were ex-FAR 
and Interahamwe.  They could not protect citizens, which led to violent massacres by rebels.  
Bombings led by Zimbabwe, Angola, and Sudanese air forces (these gov’ts trying to protect their 
investments in the Congo).  Because the rebel intent was control of mineral resources as well as 
government, they ended up fighting amongst themselves (Uganda vs. Rwanda).  The severe 
repression of the civilian population hurt their cause also.  Essentially, they floundered more than 
were beaten by FAC.  Large units using modern equipment were used in Equateur and Katanga, 
but in the Kivus, it was confused and violent ground skirmishes. Low military intensity in this 
region did not mean low civilian casualties. 

Limited evidence of specific targeting of civilians as a  strategy, although high numbers of civilians 
were displaced or killed.  
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4902006 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
Startdate * 11/1/2006 
 
Enddate * 03/23/2009 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Startdate: Nkunda lost 300 men in November of 2006, but not sure exactly which day.  The DRC did not 
officially launch a military campaign against him until 8/2008.  Enddate: Nkunda arrested on 1/22/2009, 
but ceasefire not signed until March. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Joseph Kabila 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
CNDP - National Congress for the Defense of the People. 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Primarily the East - Kivu. 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
MONUC (UN) 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 

448

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Hard to determine a coherent strategy.  The government did not have the capability to defeat the CNDP, 
as it was comprised of renegade government troops and converted many FARDC troops during fighting.  
The government committed brutal massacres of civilians.  This strategy did not work.  In 2008, Kabila and 
Kagame came to a clandestine agreement that Rwanda would help get rid of Nkunda and the CNDP 
would be integrated into the FARDC.  So, the strategy was to ask for foreign aid.  This worked for the 
CNDP (so far), but not for the FDLR. 
 
CivTarget: large numbers of human rights abuses against civilians by the government. 40% according to 
MONUC. (HRW). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
50000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
6000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
300 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Tutsi 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
4 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
24 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. (HRW) 
Human Rights Watch. 2007. Renewed crisis in North Kivu. 
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2007/10/22/renewed-crisis-north-kivu-0 
also, http://www.hrw.org/en/node/10625/section/7 
 
(ICG) 
International Crisis Group. 2010. Congo: No stability in Kivu despite rapprochement with Rwanda. Africa 
Report 165. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/dr-congo/165-congo-pas-de-stabilite-au-kivu-
malgre-le-rapprochement-avec-le-rwanda.aspx 
 
Lacina 2009. 
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Prunier, G. 2009. Africa’s world war: Congo, the Rwandan genocide, and the making of a continental 
catastrophe. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 

 
 
Notes * 
RebelNumTroops: 6000 (BBC, HRW), 12000 (Prunier) - soldiers switched sides, Prunier is a high 
estimate. 
 
RebelCas: lowest estimate 
 
TargHelp: Nkunda recruited soldiers from Rwanda and Uganda, but they were not state troops. 
AsstCombat:  This could be coded 1 if we accept foreign troops as another state's assistance.  However, 
Rwanda actively fought the CNDP. 
 
LastCW: not quite 4 years. 
 
GovComp:The CNDP, which was originally established to defend the interests of the Tutsi community, 
was integrated into and has become a major part of the national army. Its political agenda was put front 
and centre in the implementation of an agreement between the government and the Congolese armed 
groups in the Kivu. (Int’l crisis group) 
 
 New Notes: 

The government did not have the capability to defeat the CNDP, as it was comprised of renegade 
government troops and converted many FARDC troops during fighting.  The government 
committed brutal massacres of civilians.  This strategy did not work.  In 2008, Kabila and Kagame 
came to a clandestine agreement that Rwanda would help get rid of Nkunda and the CNDP 
would be integrated into the FARDC.  So, the strategy was to ask for foreign aid.  This worked for 
the CNDP, but not for the FDLR. Included decapitation attempt. 

CivTarget: large numbers of human rights abuses against civilians by the government. 40% 
according to MONUC. (HRW). 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
4902007 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
 
Startdate * 01/31/2007 
 
Enddate * 03/21/2008 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Violence in 2002 and 2006 also, but did not reach threshold. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Joseph Kabila 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
BDK - Bundu Dia Kongo 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Westernmost - Bas Congo 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
This was essentially a government crackdown on a politico-religious group looking for greater 
representation.  The government responded to protests with a "totally inappropriate" use of force due to 
government instability following the 2006 elections.   The government deployed not only police, but 
terrorist units of the armed forces who attacked citizens not carrying firearms with machine guns and 
grenades. They arrested anyone associated with the group, tortured followers, and burned homes and 
meeting places. (HRW). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
600 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
15 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
304 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
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TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
0 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
1 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
0 
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Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
36 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. (HRW) 
Human Rights Watch. 2008. We will crush you: Crackdown on the BDK in Bas Congo. 
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/76188/section/7 
 
Amnesty International USA and the BBC confirm the HRW reports.  But all information was taken from 
HRW. 
 

New Sources: 
Deibert, Michael. The Democratic Republic of Congo: between hope and despair. Zed Books 
Ltd., 2013. 
 
Refugee Documentation Centre (Ireland). “Democratic Republic of Congo - Treatment of BDK 
including if any differentiation between ordinary and active members; Treatment of BDK/ anyone 
who escapes prison.” 14 December 2009. 
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2013/06/11/BDK.pdf 
 

 
Notes * 
RebelNumTroops: hard to find because sources conflate citizens who followed the group with the militia 
branch of the BDK. 
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 New Notes: 
This was essentially a government crackdown on a politico-religious group looking for greater 
representation.  The government responded to protests with a "totally inappropriate" use of force 
due to government instability following the 2006 elections.   The government deployed not only 
police, but terrorist units of the armed forces who attacked citizens not carrying firearms with 
machine guns and grenades.  They arrested anyone associated with the group, tortured 
followers, and burned homes and meeting places. (HRW). 

Coding confirmed using additional resources. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
4902008 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
  
Startdate * 01/20/2009  
  
Enddate * 12/02/2012 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The FDLR has been active since 2004/5 (actually since 2000) and has allied itself with the DRC.  It even 
has ties to the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 
 
The Congolese government started military operations against the FDLR (Kimai II). The FDLR stopped 
fighting with the DRC and started fighting against them in 2008. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Lil Jo — Kabila, FARDC (DRC Armed Forces) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) — Hutu based group in DRC 
 
Rebel2 
LRA (Uganda) 
 
Rebel3 
FLN (Burundi) 
 
Note* There were dozens of armed rebel groups in the East in 2009, I have just grouped the most 
influential “foreign” ones together here.  The FDLR (the strongest) even cooperated with the Congolese 
Army at times. The LRA and the FLN are way more of a threat to the Congolese people than to the gov’t. 
 
 
 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
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coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Primarily the East — Kivu. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
MONUC 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
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Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
3  
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
There are dozens of rebel groups in eastern DRC.  The FARDC actively used the FDLR to fight another 
rebel group (the CNDP), but eventually the FDLR was committing more atrocities against the Congolese 
people than helping.  A secret peace agreement between Kabila and Kagame allowed the Rwandan 
military to enter the DRC to stop the FDLR.  The Rwandan military pulled out and violence continues.  
The main victims of this violence are the people of the DRC.  Neither the government’s army nor the 
FDLR has the capability to defeat the other, but both have the abililty to keep fighting.  Strategy seems 
confined to perpetuating inter-ethnic rivalries.  The conflict in the east (specifically Kivu) predates the 
1998-2003 conflict and, therefore, continues unabated and unaddressed.  Fear of ethnic reprisal usually 
ends in brutal massacres of civilians.  No distinct strategy other than using Rwanda (Umoja Wetu) and 
MONUC (Kimia II) to help fight rebels. 
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UN peacekeepers provide significant backing for the Kimia II operation, including tactical expertise, 
transport and aviation support, as well as food rations, fuel, and medical support to Congolese army 
soldiers, at an estimated cost of well over US$6 million. HRW. 
 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
50000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
6500 (FDLR) (Global security says 15-20,000) 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
1500 — only through 2008 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
2 
  
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 (But the state of Rwanda was also hired to eliminate the rebels) 
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AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
1  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu (FDLR) mostly from Rwanda 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
0 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
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Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
0 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
Ongoing 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
1 
 
Notes * 
 
Lacina (Battle Deaths): 
2006: 591 
2007: 1300 
2008: 485 
  
Human Rights Watch: 
Rebel troop numbers 
Nkunda: between 2200 and 8000 
http://www.hrw.org/en/node/10625/section/7 
  
FDLR: 6500 (150 deaths) IISS 
FDLR: 15000 (according to global security.com) 
  
In 2009, both Rwanda and Uganda joined forces with the DRC to attack rebel groups from each country.  
Uganda – LRA, Rwanda – FDLR.  Fighting continued through 2009. (HRW) 
  
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/10/12/dr-congo-civilian-cost-military-operation-unacceptable 
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“You will be punished” http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/12/14/you-will-be-punished 
  
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Amnesty International USA. 2010. Annual report for the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
http://www.amnestyusa.org/annualreport.php?id=ar&yr=2010&c=COD 
also, http://www.amnestyusa.org/all-countries/congo-dem-rep-of/page.do?id=1011136 
 
Human Rights Watch. 2007. Renewed crisis in North Kivu. 
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2007/10/22/renewed-crisis-north-kivu-0 
 
Human Rights Watch. 2009. You will be punished: Attacks on civilians in eastern Congo. 
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/12/14/you-will-be-punished 
 
Human Rights Watch. 2009. DR Congo: Civilian cost of military operation is unacceptable. 
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/10/12/dr-congo-civilian-cost-military-operation-unacceptable 
 
International Crisis Group. 2009. Congo: A comprehensive strategy to disarm the FDLR. Africa Report 
151. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/dr-congo/151-congo-a-comprehensive-strategy-
to-disarm-the-fdlr.aspx 
 
International Crisis Group. 2010. Congo: No stability in Kivu despite rapprochement with Rwanda. Africa 
Report 165. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/dr-congo/165-congo-pas-de-stabilite-au-kivu-
malgre-le-rapprochement-avec-le-rwanda.aspx 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
5001979 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Uganda 
  
Startdate * 01/21/1979 
  
Enddate * 04/10/1979 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Government of Uganda/Idi Amin 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Uganda National Liberation Army (UNLA) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Southern Uganda (specifically, the southern towns of Mbarara and Masaka) and in and around Kampala. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
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2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
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CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
 
3 
Original coder said NA. However, it is likely that civilian targeting was extensive (3).   Appears that both 
sides, including Tanzanian forces, engaged in intentional targeting, although clear distinctions are not 
made. 
According to a review of the piece, “War in Uganda: The Legacy of Idi Amin”  (by authors Tony 
Avirgan and Martha Honey),  Nayenga writes,  “about 500 Ugandan civilians were killed accidentally or 
intentionally by both sides during the course of the war" (p. 196).  Source: Peter F. B. Nayenga. "The 
Overthrowing of Idi Amin: An Analysis of the War." Africa Today 31, no. 3 (1984): 69-71. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4186254. 
 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Sources described the Ugandan army as demoralized and interested more in looting than fighting (e.g. 
Leonard 2006, 600). 
 
"Meeting little resistance from the demoralized Ugandan army – though they were assisted by 1,500 
Libyan troops – the Tanzanian army and the Uganda National Liberation Army (UNLA) quickly rolled 
across the country and captured the capital, Kampala, by April. Amin fled the country for Saudi Arabia, 
where he continues to reside" (Ciment 1999 Vol II, 1231).  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
8000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
3000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
2 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
17 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
2 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
Original coder notes below: 
 
CivTarget 
Whereas the Ugandan army made no efforts to keep the civilians secure and even concentrated its 
efforts on looting, there was not mention that it targeted civilians. 
 
GovCas & RebelCas 
There was no information given as to the number of casualties. 
 
ThreatSource 
The decision to fight Amin was originally made by President Nyerere of Tanzania. As Ciment writes, 
"lining up his fellow East African heads of state and encouraging the Ugandan exiles to form a united anti-
Amin front, Nyerere [Tanzanian president] made his move in January 1979" (1999, Vol II 1231). 
  
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Ciment 1999 Vol II 1227-1234. 
 
Leefers, Kristin. 1999. The Course of Political Development in Uganda and its Effect on Economic 
Development. The Journal of International Relations.Nayenga, F.B. 1984. The Overthrowing of Idi Amin: 
An Analysis of the War. 31(3): 69.  
 
Bouckaert, Peter. 1999. Hostile to democracy : the movement system and political repression in Uganda. 
New York, New York: Human Rights Watch.  
 
Briggs, Philip and Andrew Roberts. 2010. Uganda: the Bradt Travel Guide. Guilford, Conneticutt: The 
Globe Pequot Press. 
 
Leonard, Thomas M. 2006. Encyclopedia of the Developing World. New York, New York: Routledge. 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
5001981 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Uganda 
  
Startdate * 02/06/1981 
  
Enddate * 01/25/1986 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
On 07/27/1985, Tito Okello overthrew Obote in an internal coup with the help of the army. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Republic of Uganda (Milton Obote until 07/1985, then Tito Okello) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
National Resistance Army (NRA, Yoweni Musaveni) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
The Southern and Western parts of Uganda, especially the Buganda region.  
 
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
4 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government’s initial strategy was to remove any communities that could provide support to or 
sympathize with the NRA. This took the form of forced relocation affecting some 750,000 people as well 
as the use of internment camps and ethnic purges in the Bantu speaking regions of Uganda. Though ill-
equipped and possessing little training, the government forces managed to gain control of large areas of 
rebel support, where they engaged in “revenge killings” against those ethnic groups that had supported 
Idi Amin. The government later brought in North Korean military advisers, but ultimately the army began 
to fragment and deteriorate. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
39516 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
10000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
6000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
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heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
1 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
2 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
2 
 
 
 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
4 
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GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
Obote was a Lango, Okello was an Acholi, Musaveni was a Bantu. 
 
While there majority of the violence was between different ethnic groups, I do not consider this an ethnic 
conflict given that the NRA's stated aims included a united Uganda and did not single out any ethnic 
group for persecution. 
 
NRA is the military wing of the National Resistance Movement (NRM(. 
 
Passing reference to use of child soldiers and killing by NRA in web sources, but limited and referred 
mostly in reference to widespread atrocities by the government.  
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style 
 
Clodfelter, Michael. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other Figures, 
1500-2000. 2 ed. London: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002. 
   
Lacina Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of Coding 
Decisions 
 
Orlofsky Stephen. 1985. Facts on File Yearbook 1985. Facts on File News Service. USA   
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
5001986 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Uganda 
  
Startdate * 11/01/1986 
  
Enddate * 11/01/1987 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
The start date marks the first battles between the HSM and government forces (NRA), while the end date 
marks the last battle in which the HSM were defeated. No specific dates were available.  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Republic of Uganda (Yoweri Museveni) - NRA 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Holy Spirit Movement (Alice Lakwena) 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Primarily the northern / central third of Uganda, near the Sudanese and DRC borders.     
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
2 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
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CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
3 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The government troops largely consisted of NRA soldiers who had taken over under Museveni, and 
former UPDA rebels. Many soldiers had received only moderate training but compared to the soldiers in 
the HSM, government forces were more organized and effective. The main strategy involved withdrawing 
from the northern parts of the country, where the HSM drew most of its support, and waiting for the HSM 
to march on Kampala. Once the rebels had ventured outside Acholi populated areas, the army would set 
up positions and wait for the HSM to advance. Since the HSM soldiers believed that they were 
invulnerable, they would advance in columns directly toward government forces while the latter used 
heavy weapons and artillery to inflict heavy casualties. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
50000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
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NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
7000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
3 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
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ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
1 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
1 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
 
 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
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GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
Various sources put the number of HSM forces at 6,000+ 

The HSM was largely a religious movement that sought to overthrow the government, often invoking 
pseudo-Christian apocalyptic messages to inspire its troops. 

There was little information on government casualties, though PRIO and FoF both mention rebel deaths. 

Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style 
 
Allen, Tim. Understanding Alice: Uganda's Holy Spirit Movement in Context. Africa: Journal of the 
International African Institute 61 (3): 370-399           
  
Brogan, Patrick. World Conflicts: A Comprehensive Guide to World Strife Since 1945. 2 ed. Lanham, MD: 
Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1998. 
  
Lacina, Bethany. The PRIO Battle Deaths Dataset, 1946-2008, Version 3.0 Documentation of Coding 
Decisions 
  
Nicholas, Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858 
 
Orlofsky, Stephen. 1987. Facts on File Yearbook 1987. Facts on File News Service. USA 
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
5001997 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Uganda 
  
Startdate * 07/01/1997 
  
Enddate *  12/31/2002 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
There end date simply marks the drop in conflict violence such that from 2003 until 2007, no year 
produced more than 25 battle related deaths. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
Republic of Uganda (Yoweri Museveni) - NRA 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF - Jamil Mukulu)  
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Primarily the western part of Uganda near the DRC border, specifically the Ruwenzori mountain range.     
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
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CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
The Ugandan People’s Defense Force (UPDF) was lightly armed and had virtually no heavy artillery or air 
support. As a result, the UPDF tried to secure major towns and shell with mortars, rebel positions in the 
mountains and countryside. Eventually after a series of successful rebel attacks, the UPDF focused on 
clearing out rebel training camps in neighboring DRC, which forced the ADF to break into smaller, mobile 
units to avoid the UPDF.  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
60000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
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RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
1500 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
1 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
1 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
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heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
1 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
0 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
0 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
0 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
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regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
There was no specific breakdown of rebel and government battle-related deaths, but a total number of 
around 1800 deaths was given for this conflict by UCDP. 

 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
East Roger. 1998. Keesing’s Record of World Events 1998. Keesing’s Worldwide. 
    
Nicholas, Sambanis. 2004. What is Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational 
Definition. Journal of Conflict Resolution 48 (6): 814-858      
  
Orlofsky Stephen. 1999. Facts on File Yearbook 1999. Facts on File News Service. USA   
 
Project Ploughshares. Armed Conflict Reports: Uganda 1987-2010. 
 
UCDP 2010                                     
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1. Conflict identifiers  
  
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.)  
5011952 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Kenya 
  
Startdate * 10/20/1952 
  
Enddate *  10/01/1956 
  
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with start-and enddates of 
the conflict here. 
 
Note that Kenya gained independence in 1963. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government regime (head of gov’t/regime, party) 
British 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government. 
Mau Mau society— made up of Kikuyu tribesmen led by Jomo Kenyatta 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup — rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict Casese document. If NO 
coup (=0), and insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Mt. Kenya region and Aberdare range 
 
 
 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75%  
2 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc…) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
  

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics  
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2.  
  
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force.  
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive  
1 
  
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
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1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive  
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes  
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively  
1 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above.  
 
Had 10K regular British forces, 21K police/native auxiliaries, and 20,000 home guard. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are uneliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded.  
51000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
590 
 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded.  
30000 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA.  
11503 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance).  
1 
  
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels.  
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels.  
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels.  
0 
  
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels.  
0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138).   
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0  
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
NA 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57).  
1 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups.  
0 
  
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority.  
1 
  
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA.  
NA 
 

 Conflict outcome variables  
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided  
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government.  
1 
  
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state  
2 
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Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict.  
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict.  
0 
 
Notes * 
 
For the ethnic group, I could not find this ethnic group on the list of ethnic groups. 

 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 
Anderson, David (2005). Histories of the Hanged. W. W. Norton & Company. p. 84 
 
Clodfelter, Michael. Warfare and Armed Conflicts: A Statistical Reference to Casualty and Other Figures, 
1500-2000. 2 ed. London: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note that ConYr 
may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a conflict diverges from 
the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the 
Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
5011963 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? Kenya  
 
Startdate * 1/1/1963 – my research suggests 12/25/1963 
*Notholt 2.62 
**1/1/1964 – original dataset  
 
Enddate * 1/1/1967 – my research suggests 10/1/1967 (Whittaker)  
*Notholt 2.62  
**1/1/1968 – original dataset  
***Ringquist 2001, 116 – last major assault by shifta was 8/17/1967 but shifta activity continued in 1968 even 
though Somalian government stopped support  
****Mburu (2005) – April 1968 because an increase in Shifta surrendering & decrease in Shifta casualties, State of 
Emergency ended some time around this 
*****Whittaker (2014) – relaxation of State of Emergency policy enforcement in Oct. 1967 (p.144), same time as 
the meeting at Arusha (where Somali and Kenyan officials agreed to respect territory and sovereignty, re-engage in 
diplomacy, encourage trade) (p.130)  
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and enddates of the 
conflict here. 
*Exact months and days for start and end dates unknown – from previous coder  
**Mburu (2005) – classifies war as lasting from Nov. 1963 (when disputes were becoming more than tiny 
skirmishes, more violent) - April 1968 (because the number of Shifta fighters surrendering increased drastically, 
Shifta casualties went down)  
***Keesing (2008) – 33 incidents from Nov. – Dec. 1963  a few security force deaths and 700 shiftas in NEP 
(1963-64 edition of Keesing)  
****State of Emergency declared on Dec. 25, 1963 (multiple sources confirm)  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Government of Kenya  
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were identified as 
opposing the central government  
Northern Frontier District Liberation Movement  
*Mburu (2005) – NFDLM makes up the military portion of the Northern Province Peoples Progressive Party 
(NPPPP); also referred to as “shifta”  
 
Rebel2 
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Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a coup -- 
rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue coding this case 
for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency 
is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. Depending on 
the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the conflict country, a 
description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or 
a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Northeastern Province 
*Arrous and Ki-zerbo 2009, 204 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant violence 
related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if battles/clashes 
between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel 
forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 
3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
*Arrous and Ki-zerbo 2009, 204  
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even in 
conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the conflict 
featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of ground 
combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily 
large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic bombing) Close air 
support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in 
close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is 
tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic 
bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic 
purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition above). 
Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined as the 
forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other types of 
support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
*Sources referenced explain how villagization and declaration of curfew & exclusion zone were primary strategies 
to separate combatants from noncombatants.  
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**Previous coder had 2 written down – “Kenya used counterinsurgency techniques borrowed from the British and 
restricted movements of potentially rebellious nomads through ‘population centers’” (Farer 1976, 80 – cited in 
Carment et al. 2006, 85). 
***Whittaker 2014  
-(1) “In the year 1966, the Kenyan government introduced a policy of forced villagization to northern Kenya as a 
counterinsurgency measure. Villagization required all people living within shifta-affected areas to reside in 
designated government villages, and was justified as a means to protect the people of northern Kenya against 
‘hostile acts of the shifta.’ It was also the means by which the provincial administration hoped to effectively control 
shifta movements by cutting civilian supplies and support.” (67)  
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the government’s 
military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical care, clean water or 
electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
*My sources do not mention much about the government diverting resources to civilian development projects, 
instead diverting more towards combatting the Shifta military threat. Similar to CivSecure, it seems that the 
government had good intentions but did not execute these effectively   
**previous coder had 3 written down, citing Cooper et al. – “Kenya has done everything possible to lessen the 
danger of border conflict. It has offered the northeastern region all kinds of improvements, including greater 
regional autonomy, new roads, improved grazing land, more boreholes and wells for water and so on.” (200) 
***Whittaker 2014  
-(1) “… villagization during the shifta conflict involved significant violence that targeted both people and livestock, 
and lacked any meaningful development… there was inadequate water supply, food shortages, hospitals and 
schools were overcrowded, and atrocities were committed against village residents during routine screen 
exercises… northern Kenyans still refer to villagization as a ‘war’ that the Kenyan government waged against the 
people… Kenyan state-building through counterinsurgency may have had the appearance of the British strategy a 
decade earlier, but it lacked all the substance.” (16)  
-(2) “The Kenyan government also communicated a desire to reach an accommodation with northern Kenyans 
through political appeasement and development projects… by the end of 1966, the government had initiated a 
resettlement programme in northern Kenya, and promised the extension of education and health services… the 
resources that were required for the development of northern Kenya were being diverted by the ‘shifta menace.’” 
(94-95)  
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatants from harm caused by the insurgents play in the 
government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
3 
*Intentions were good in nature but execution not great, seems discriminatory and uncaring  
**Whittaker 2014 
-(1) “In the year 1966, the Kenyan government introduced a policy of forced villagization to northern Kenya as a 
counterinsurgency measure. Villagization required all people living within shifta-affected areas to reside in 
designated government villages, and was justified as a means to protect the people of northern Kenya against 
‘hostile acts of the shifta.’ It was also the means by which the provincial administration hoped to effectively control 
shifta movements by cutting civilian supplies and support.” (67)  
-(2) “However, militarization also victimized the very local people with whom the Kenyan government said it 
wanted to reach an accommodation.” (98)  
-(3) “… [legislation regarding policing NER] also reflects a desire in counterinsurgency to avoid harming the gnereal 
population. In theory, local populations will be told about where the different zones are, and about what the alws 
are that govern them.” (96)  
***Mburu 2005 
-(1) “… the masses were not convinced of Kenyatta government’s good intentions” (139)  
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
*Not any mention of efforts by the Kenyan government to target rebel leaders. It seems that the government took 
a geographical approach, where they split the areas up in an attempt to separate insurgents from the population 
(fish from the water) and then patrolled the areas, killing or arresting anyone there because they passed the law 
that they would be prosecuted/executed as an insurgent if found there and that time  
**Whittaker 2014  
-(1) “Kenyan security forces used two main offensive strategies in their campaign against shifta insurgents. First, 
policy and Kenya army patrols targeted watering pans and boreholes, where it was thought that the shifta 
congregated… Second, security forces moved into areas of recent shifta activity to engage in follow-up 
operations.” (91) 
-(2) “Periodic Presidential Amnesties were also offered by the Kenyan government to try and reduce the numerical 
strength of shifta groups.” (94)  
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths in a 
campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct objects 
of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their military operations? 
Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 
Moderately 3 Extensively 
1 
*No evidence found that the Kenyan government intentionally selected noncombatants. They made an attempt to 
distinguish civilians from combatants but did fail sometimes. The State of Emergency’s impact on the Rules of 
Engagement (Mburu, see below) is the most convincing evidence that this variable should be coded to 2, but it 
does not indicate that the government allowed the military to arrest or shoot on sight anyone. A code of 1 is 
consistent with the previous coder and data set  
**Whittaker 2014  
-(1) “One of the most enduring consequences of the Kenyan government’s security regime has been to ferment a 
feeling of victimization amongst northern Kenyans, who now attribute impoverishment and livestock losses since 
the 1960s to governmental action during the shifta conflict.” (102) 
-(2) “The experience of civilian victimization by the security forces active in northern Kenya was exacerbated by the 
application of curfew orders and movement restrictions, which limited the ability of people to pursue their 
everyday lives... Overall, curfew orders made the practice of pastoralism a criminal act… and as Faisal Abdikhadir, a 
Somali from Garissa explained: ‘if you were later than that the doors were closed, and if you were seen, the 
security forces would shoot you.’” (103-104) 
-(3) “By encouraging shifta to surrender, and to a certain extent through the development of an intelligence 
network among the civilian population, an attempt was made by Kenyan security forces to discriminate between 
insurgents and the wider population during counterinsurgency operations.” (94)  
***Mburu 2005 
-(1) (explaining the State of Emergency declaration) “... this bill did not elaborate on or clarify the scope of civil-
military cooperation or spell out the nature and limitations of military aid to civil power… Hence, operational rules 
of engagement were drawn specifically to empower the military to arrest or shoot on sight anyone found within 
the five-mile exclusive zone…” (138)  
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the strategy (or 
strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy over time and 
major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, different governments, or in 
different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the variables coded above.  
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Kenya used counterinsurgency techniques borrowed from the British and restricted movements of potentially 
rebellious nomads through “population centers” (Farer 1976, 80 – cited in Carment et al. 2006, 85).  
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular military 
personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When exact numbers 
cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even estimates are unreliable 
because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and 
only TrpCat is coded. 
NA 
*Ringquist 2011, 109  
-(1) “The Kenyan government’s military solution involved an array of five infantry companies as well as police and 
the police air wing: approximately 700 infantry and police… The military formed the offensive power for the ad hoc 
military-police units, while the police performed the legalities of arrest, interrogation and arraignment of criminal 
suspects” – also supported by British officers who stayed behind to help the Kenyan army  
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less than 500 
troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
NA 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without any 
separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, 
enter NA. 
NA 
*Arnold 1998 – Kenyan government estimate is 69 casualties (police/troops), at the end of 1966  
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates are 
unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is coded as 
missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
2750 
*Cooper et al., 200  
**Keesing 2008 (1967-68 edition) – Kenyan Defence Minister claimed there were 3000 Shiftas (pretty close to 
2750) 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less than 
500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
1 
*Cooper et al., 200 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without any 
separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, 
enter NA. 
NA 
*Arnold 1998 – Kenyan government estimates 1650 Shifta casualties, at the end of 1966  
**Keesing 2008 (1967-68 edition) – 1200 Shifta casualties, Nov. 1967  
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 primarily 
internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily externally 
sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
*Whittaker 2014  
-(1) “Throughout November, rifles and hand grenades were handed out by Somalia police to both prominent 
radical politicians, and local community leaders that were willing to form insurgency groups” (53) 
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-(2) “While the evidence does support the fact that shifta groups obtained arms from the Somali Republic, there is 
debate over whether it was the provincial administration, military, or national government that was in overall 
control of the supply” (55)  
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the rebels. 
1 
*Cooper et al., 200 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
*Cooper et al., 200 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the rebels. 
1 
*Carment et al., 86 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
*Cooper et al., 200 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a conventional 
definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 
338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power 
relationship that exists between those communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups 
in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 
138). 
1 
*Cooper et al., 200 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to the 
opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are listed in 
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Somalis 
*Cooper et al., 200 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature of 
religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion as a 
motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments across 
ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their primary aim does 
not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the insurgents aim 
to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
1 
*Cooper et al., 200 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, enter NA. 
0 
*Independence granted by British in 1963 (Noholt 2.62)  
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 Insurgents/rebels/rebel 
affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
*original dataset  
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military conflict. 0 
Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a settlement that resulted 
in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was 
partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the 
government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at Enddate)? 1 
Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 
Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign 
intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint 
government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime remained 
in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in the conflict 
region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Notes * 
 
Resettle 
*Farer 1976, 80 cited in Carment et al. 2006, 85 – “For its part, Kenya used counterinsurgency techniques 
borrowed from the British and restricted movements of potentially rebellious nomads through ‘population 
centers’”  
 
CivAction 
*Cooper et al. 201 – “Kenya has done everything possible to lessen the danger of the border conflict, It has 
coffered the northeastern region all kinds of improvements, including greater regional autonomy, new roads, 
improve grazing land, more boreholes and wells for water and so on”  
 

502

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



ConflictOutcome 
*Carment not found in bank activity  
et al. 2006, 86 – “By mid-1967, a Zambian initiative to mediate the ongoing conflict succeeded in obtaining a 
temporary halt to hostilities when Kenyan and Somali leaders promised to cease provocative acts and restore 
normal relations … This did not [however] mark the end of the strike – on the diplomatic front, the conflict over 
Somalis in the NFD continued into the 1980s, and a Somali presence in Kenya continues to be a force for 
destabilization”  
 
Keesing (1963-64, 65-66)   

• April 1963 – reports that the Northern Frontier Peoples’ Progressive Party were preparing Somalis for 
armed revolt (p.19432)  

• Nov. 13, 1963-Dec. 1963 – 33 border incidents  a few security troops killed, 2000 shiftas (700 of which 
were in the NER) (p.20034) 

• Dec. 1963 – border incidents with Somali shiftas causes Kenyatta and his Cabinet to declare a State of 
Emergency where a 5-mile prohibited zone along the Kenya-Somalia border set up (p.20034)  

• Dec. 1963-Feb. 1964 – border incidents continue  State of Emergency extended 2 months (p.20034) 
• Dec. 1964 – amnesty offered to all shifta who surrender  100 surrender, government claimed only 

1,000 shifta fighters remained  
• Aug. 1964, Oct. 1964, Apr. 1965 – small skirmishes resulting in a handful of deaths  
• June-Dec. 1965 – looting (property and livestock) continued in NER by shifta, government claimed that 

security forces reduced shifta to disorganized group  
• Nov. 1965 – estimate that “Somali casualties” totaled 400  
• Jan. 1966-June 1966 – small skirmishes continued  Kenyan Government stopped trade with Somalia, 15-

mile wide strip of no-man’s land along Somalian border established, registration of Somali tribes living 
along the border  

• Nov. 1967 – Dr. Njoroge Mungai (Kenyan Minister of Defence) claimed that there were at least 3000 
Shiftas and at least 1200 had been killed (p.22386)  

 
Arnold (1995) – “Wars in the Third World Since 1945” (pages 206-207)  

• Somalia broke diplomatic relations with Somalia on March 14, 1963  
• Kenya became independent Dec. 12, 1963 but disputes over the North-East Province were old by this time 

 State of Emergency declared about the NEP on Dec 25, 1963 (ended in March 1969)  
• “Border hostilities between Kenya and Somalia and, most particularly, the activities of the Shiftas 

continued for four years from 1963 to 1967 when a reconciliation between the two countries was 
effected.” (206)  

• END OF 1966 Kenyan government estimates – 1650 Shiftas, 69 Kenyan military/police  
 
Mburu (2005) – “Bandits on the Border” (pages 131-172) 

• Classifies war as lasting from Nov. 1963-April 1968 (because the number of Shifta fighters surrendering 
increased drastically and Shifta casualties went down)  

• “In the early months of the insurgency, the Shifta were organized in infiltration units of battalion size, 
each with as many as 1,000 guerrillas; but the actual development in Kenya was in far smaller numbers. 
Later, the battalions were reduced to about 600 men…” (134)  

• Shifta began conducting larger attacks after Nov. 5, 1963  
• (explaining the State of Emergency declaration) “... this bill did not elaborate on or clarify the scope of 

civil-military cooperation or spell out the nature and limitations of military aid to civil power… Hence, 
operational rules of engagement were drawn specifically to empower the military to arrest or shoot on 
sight anyone found within the five-mile exclusive zone…” (138)  

• “… the masses were not convinced of Kenyatta government’s good intentions” (139)  
• Mine warfare from 1965 to 1967, offensive strategy by the government in 1967, “mop up” from Nov. 

1967-April 1968 
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Thompson (2015) – “Conflict in the Horn of Africa”  
• Shifta began second phase of attack Feb. 1964 (p.112) 

 
Can’t find TrpCat, RebCas, GovCas, NumTrps or at least a verifiable source  
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations are provided 
with their identifying code below. Use Chicago 15th B citation style. 
 

• Cooper, Carole, J. R. A. Bailey, and Garth Bundeh. 1993. Kenya: The National Epic. Nairobi, Kenya: 
Kenway Publications, Ltd.  

• Arrous, Michel Ben and Lazare Ki-zerbo. 2009. African studies in geography from below. Dakar, 
Senegal: Conseil pour le développement de la recherche en sciences sociales en Afrique (CODESRIA).  

• Carment, David, Patrick James, Zeynep Taydas. 2006. Who intervenes? : ethnic conflict and interstate 
crisis. Columbus, Ohio: Ohio State University Press.  

• Notholt, Stuart A. 2008. Fields of Fire : An Atlas of Ethnic Conflict. London, UK: Notholt 
Communications. 

• Whittaker, Hannah. 2014. Insurgency and Counterinsurgency in Kenya: A Social History of the Shifta 
Conflict, C. 1963-1968. Leiden: BRILL. Accessed June 6, 2019. ProQuest Ebook Central. 

• Ringquist, John. “Bandit or Patriot: The Kenyan Shifta War 1963-1968.” Baltic Security & Defence 
Review 13, no. 1 (January 2011): 100–121. 
http://search.ebscohost.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=mth&AN=62006082&si
te=ehost-live&scope=site. 

• Arnold, Guy. Wars in the Third World since 1945. London: Bloomsbury, 1995. 
• Mburu, Nene. Bandits on the Border: The Last Frontier in the Search for Somali Unity. Trenton, NJ: 

Red Sea Press, 2005.  
• Thompson, Vincent Bakpetu. Conflict in the Horn of Africa: The Kenya-Somalia Border Problem 1941-

2014. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2015. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5161965 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi 
 
Startdate * 10/19/1965 
 
Enddate * 09/01/1966 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Brogan writes that “the Mwami [the king] fled the country, and his second son, Charles Ndizeye, was put 
on the throne, taking the name Ntare V, in September 1966”, but he gives no exact date (1998, 29). 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Government of Burundi/ Tutsi led/Mwame [king] Mwambutsa IV. 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Hutus 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
entire country 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
"After elections in 1965 a coup attempt by a Hutu military rebellion failed. The army answered by targeting 
the Hutu population and a cleansing of the army followed" (UCDP's “Burundi: Background and the coup-
attempt in October 1965”). 
 
"In retaliation for this event, the army executed the thirty-four members of the coup, and then proceeded 
to launch attacks on almost any Hutu in a position of power. ‘Hutus were virtually purged from the ranks 
of the army, Hutu politicians and officials were arrested and some shot, and mutual acts of terrorism were 
conducted in the countryside, with the army rounding up and killing innocent Hutus’" (Christensen 2004, 
5). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
5000 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutus (Buhutus) 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
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3 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
4 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
- Brogan 1998, 28.  
- Ciment 1999 Vol I, 342-343. 
- UCDP “Burundi” 
- Lemarchand, Rene. 1996. Burundi: Ethnic Conflict and Genocide. Washington D.C.: Woodrow Wilson 
Center Press. 
- Christensen. 2004. Hutu and Tutsi: The Battle for Burundi. Geography 365(1):L01.  
- Nolan, Cathal J. 2002. Greenwood Encyclopedia of International Relations Vol I. Westport, Conneticutt: 
Greenwood Publishers. 
 
Notes * 
LastCW 
Independence 1962 
 
GovComp 
"The monarchy was overthrown and it became a republic in 1966, but it was still dominated by the Tutsi 
minority" (Nolan 2002, 212). 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5161972 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi 
 
Startdate * 4/29/1972 
 
Enddate * 7/31/1972 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
Sarkees and Dixon put the start date and end date as  April 29, 1972, to May 25, 1972. 
 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
 
Government of Burundi (Tutsi-led government)/President Michel Micombero/ UPRONA Party/ Tutsi youth 
group 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
 
Hutus 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
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border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Bujumbura, the capital, and in southern parts of the country (Nyanza-Lac-Rumonge) 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
 
Decapitation: 
"The army and the Tutsi youth movement sought out and killed all Hutu with a secondary education…[in] 
an attempt to wipe out all Hutu who might ever take the lead in opposition to the Tutsi" (Brogan 1998).  
 
"The Tutsi government…responded to the Hutu rebellion by orchestrating a mass attack on the entire 
Hutu elite" (Ciment 1999 Vol 1, 343). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
3000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
*hard to find. Most reliable sources note the number of civilians killed rather than distinguish 
between civilians and government troops.  
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
10000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
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3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
1500 
 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutus (Buhutus) 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 

513

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
2 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
- Watt, Nigel. 2008. Burundi: A Biography of a Small African Country. New York, New York: Columbia 
University Press. 
- Clodfelter 2002 
- Facts on File 1972, 419-420 
- Ciment 1999 
- Brogan 1998 
- Tillema 1991 
-Sarkees and Dixon (2016) 
 
Notes * 
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Casualties of all Hutus were estimated at 100,000 (Tillema 1991, Brogan 1998), but no source made a 
distinction between Hutu combatants and noncombatants. 
 
Whereas the rebels did not receive assistance from another state, “in early May 1972, upon request from 
the Burundi government, Zaire deployed a company of regular soldiers to help guard the palace and the 
airport within the capital” (Tillema 1991, 109).  
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
 
5161988  
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi  
 
Startdate * 8/18/1988 
 
Enddate * 8/22/1988 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
 
Pierro Buyoya, Tutsi president 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Hutu rebels 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
North Burundi (communes of Marangara and Ntegi) 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
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battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
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military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
The Tutsi army used automatic weapons and bayonets. Two battalions were dispatched to the 
area. Helicopter were also used, from which army personnel shot at civilians 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
NA 
 
*Additional research could not find information related to the number of troops.  
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than  
 
NA 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
*Sources provide information on the number of general causalities (civilians killed) rather than 
distinguish between how many civilians, rebels, government troops were killed during the conflict 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
NA 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
NA 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
See notes above  
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
3 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
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16 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
1 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
24 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Arnold, Guy. Historical Dictionary of Civil Wars in Africa. Lanham, Md: Scarecrow Press, 2008.   
Brogan, Patrick. World Conflicts. 3rd ed. Lanham, Md: Scarecrow Press, 1998.   
Facts on File Yearbook. New York, NY: Facts on File News Services, 1989.   
Lemarchand, René. Burundi : Ethnocide as Discourse and Practice. Washington: Woodrow Wilson 
Center Press, 1994.   
Perlez, Jane. “The Bloody Hills of Burundi.” The New York Times, November 6, 1988, Late City Final 
Edition, sec. 6. 
 
 
Notes * 
Variables related to troop size/casualty and rebel size/casualty  are missing (Numtrps, trpcat, etc) 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5161991 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi  
 
Startdate * 11/23/1991 
 
Enddate * 4/14/1992 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Buyoya (UPRONA) Tutsi 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Palipehutu 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Bujumbura. Started as skirmishes across the Tanzanian border (the early years), reprisals took place in 
the north (DRC, Rwanda border). 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
0 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
NA 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Tutsi army was strong at this point compared to rebels, who were just becoming organized.  Fighting in 
November 1991 and April 1992 resulted in many rebel casualties.  After rebels were defeated, Tutsi army 
focused on civilian reprisal attacks (3,000 killed). 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
7200 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
70 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
400 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
0 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
200 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
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TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
3 
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Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
1 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
14 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Lacina, 2009. 
 
UCDP. 2010. 
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=26&regionSelect=2-Southern_Africa# 
 
Notes * 
Battle deaths: rebel casualties (and maybe gov’t as well) are a minimum number.  One European group 
estimated deaths at 3,000, but this would probably indicate one-sided violence (civilians).  
 
UCDP says 333, Lacina’s best guess is 358. Arnold says Palipehutu killed 270.  ASoS says 551. 
 
 

525

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note that ConYr 
may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a conflict diverges from the 
one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the 
Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
5161993 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi 
 
Startdate * 11/1/1993 
 
Enddate * 12/31/1993 
 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and enddates of the 
conflict here. 
 
October 21, 1993: coup carried out against by Tutsi officers. Ndadaye (president from the Hutu ethnic group)  was 
assassinated on October 21, 1993 by Tutsi officers.  By the 28th of October, the government had regained control of 
the country.  However, the violence had just begun. 
 
 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Tutsi Army 
 
Tutsu-led government if we start from November (president Sylvie Kinigi) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were identified as 
opposing the central government 
Hutu militias (Frodebu activists) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a coup -- 
rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue coding this case for 
now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is 
present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. Depending on 
the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the conflict country, a description 
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(e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named 
region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
Much of the country saw violence, but the main violence was in Bujumbura and the regions bordering the DRC and 
Tanzania. 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant violence 
related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if battles/clashes 
between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces 
in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-
75% 4 More than 75% 
3 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even in conflict 
in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the conflict featured a 
heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of ground 
combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily 
large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support 
is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close 
proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is 
tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is 
defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually 
conducted by an air force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition above). 
Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined as the 
forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other types of support; 
provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the government’s military 
strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical care, clean water or electricity; 
and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play in the 
government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 
3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths in a 
campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct objects 
of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their military operations? 
Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 
Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the strategy (or 
strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy over time and major 
differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, different governments, or in different 
regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
 
Ndadaye was assassinated in Oct. 1993 by Tutsi army officers.  Hutu ministers and local government officials called 
for pogroms against the Tutsis.   About 30,000 Tutsis were killed before the army intervened, killing about 20,000 
Hutus.  The UN eventually declared the killing of Tutsis in 1993 a genocide. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular military 
personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When exact numbers cannot 
be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even estimates are unreliable because 
of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only 
TrpCat is coded. 
7150  
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less than 500 
troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
2 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without any 
separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, 
enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates are 
unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is coded as missing 
(enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
*Hard to find this information even in French documents. Information on FRODEBU as a political party.    
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less than 
500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
 
NA 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers without any 
separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, 
enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 primarily 
internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily externally 
sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
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1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a conventional 
definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 
338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power 
relationship that exists between those communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in 
ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to 
control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to the 
opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are listed in 
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature of 
religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion as a 
motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments across 
ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their primary aim does 
not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the insurgents aim 
to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, enter NA. 
1 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 Insurgents/rebels/rebel 
affiliates 3 Undecided 
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3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military conflict. 0 
Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a settlement that resulted in 
a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned 
into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at Enddate)? 1 
Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 
Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign 
intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint 
government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime remained in 
power for at least five years post-conflict. 
10 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in the conflict 
region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations are provided 
with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Brogan 1998. 
 
Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Prunier, G. 1995.  The Rwanda crisis: History of a genocide. New York: Columbia University Press. 
 
UCDP 2010. 
 
United States Institute of Peace. 2004. International commission of inquiry for Burundi: Final report. 
http://www.usip.org/files/file/resources/collections/commissions/Burundi-Report.pdf 
 
 
Notes * 
Troop numbers:  There is no information on rebel troop numbers.  I have assigned them the same level as 
government troops for parity.  Government troop numbers do not reflect the Tutsi civilians who were trained by and 
also fought alongside the government. 
Battle deaths:  all genocide numbers are for “civilians” – this makes it impossible to discern the numbers of civilians 
who were fighting or died in battle as opposed to being massacred. 
 
***This is a difficult case to code.  After a Presidential coup and assassination by members of the Tutsi-led army, 
Hutu rebels began massacring Tutsi civilians.  The Tutsi army responded with masscares of their own.  The UN 
eventually declared this a genocide (of Tutsis) in 2002.  The rebels in this case (the Hutu militias) were not opposing 
the government (which was Hutu), but rather the Tutsi assassination of their president.  This makes the outcomes 
variables slightly confusing to code (as the Tutsi army was both the cause of the coup and the identified GOVT 
varible).  It is also hard to separate civilians from both rebel and government troop numbers and casualty numbers. 
 
 

530

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5161994 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi 
 
Startdate * 10/18/1994 
 
Enddate * 11/16/2003 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
Pres. Buyoya (UPRONA) Tutsi 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
CNDD – FDD (Hutu) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
entire country – heaviest fighting near capital (Bujumbura) – also in the DRC 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
3 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
MIOB (African Union) 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Buyoya adopted a policy of all out war against the Hutu rebels, increasing defense expenditure by 70% 
over 1996 and forcing Hutu peasants into “regroupment” camps to separate them from rebels (and, 
ostensibly to “protect” them).  Civilians were raped, killed, and tortured in a “massive campaign of military 
violence” (Arnold p. 67).  Collective punishment used heavily after 1996. After 1998, Buyoya tried to 
incorporate rebels politically, but fighting continued. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
45500 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
16000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
1 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
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TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
1 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
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Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Prunier, G. 1995.  The Rwanda crisis: History of a genocide. New York: Columbia University Press. 
 
UCDP 2010. 

 
 
Notes * 
Total Deaths: 200,000 
Battle deaths are not disaggregated.  Cannot assign rebel vs. government battle deaths. 
 
Maintain variable:  Government stabilized from this particular threat, but still in the middle of a civil war 
with other groups. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5161997 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi 
 
Startdate * 10/27/1997 
 
Enddate * 12/31/1997 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Buyoya (UPRONA) Tutsi 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Frolina (Hutu) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
Lake Tanganyika and the central Muramvya region. (globalsecurity.org) 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
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government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
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military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
President Buyoya was engaged in a full out civil war with two other (much larger) rebel groups (the 
CNDD-FDD and Palipehutu-FNL).  Buyoya adopted a policy of all out war against the Hutu rebels, 
increasing defense expenditure by 70% over 1996 and forcing Hutu peasants into “regroupment” camps 
to separate them from rebels (and, ostensibly to “protect” them).  Civilians were raped, killed, and tortured 
in a “massive campaign of military violence” (Arnold p. 67).  Collective punishment used heavily after 
1996. After 1998, Buyoya tried to incorporate rebels politically, but fighting continued.  This strategy 
applied less to Frolina, as theirs was a limited struggle. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
22000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
3 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
**Could not find information pertaining to government troops killed.  
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
NA 
 
***Could not find information pertaining to rebel troop numbers. 
 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
NA 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
NA 
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***Could not find information pertaining to rebel casualties.  
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
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LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
0 
 

 
Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
0 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Global Security. www.globalsecurity.org 
 
Prunier, G. 1995.  The Rwanda crisis: History of a genocide. New York: Columbia University Press. 
 
UCDP 2010. 

 
 
Notes * 
Battle deaths: 119 (UCDP) both sides 
Maintain variable: the government was stabilized against this threat (Frolina), but was still in the middle of 
civil war. 
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MNF: a multi-national force was already in place in Burundi responding to another rebel group threat.  It 
was not created for Frolina. 
Asst variables:  did not find any evidence to indicate that Frolina was supported in any other way than 
with sanctuary, but it is entirely possible that they were due to the international nature of the Hutu militias. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5161998 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi  
 
Startdate * 03/14/1997 
 
Enddate * 05/26/2008 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
On 26 May 2008 a ceasefire agreement was signed, reaffirming the parties' commitment to the 2006 
agreement. On 4 December a new peace agreement was signed, removing the last obstacle for the 
transformation of Palipehutu-FNL into a political party. The agreement finally terminated the Burundi 
conflict. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Buyoya (UPRONA) Tutsi 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Palipehutu - FNL 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
entire country – from bases in Tanzania originally – also fighting in the DRC 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
3 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
MIOB (African Union) 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Buyoya adopted a policy of all out war against the Hutu rebels, increasing defense expenditure by 70% 
over 1996 and forcing Hutu peasants into “regroupment” camps to separate them from rebels (and, 
ostensibly to “protect” them).  Civilians were raped, killed, and tortured in a “massive campaign of military 
violence” (Arnold p. 67).  Collective punishment used heavily after 1996.  After 1998, Buyoya tried to 
incorporate rebels politically, but fighting continued. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
55000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
8500 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
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0 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Brogan 1998. 
 
Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Prunier, G. 1995.  The Rwanda crisis: History of a genocide. New York: Columbia University Press. 
 
UCDP 2010. 

 
 
Notes * 
Maintain variable: 24 months and counting... 
 
Asst Sanctuary: Palipehutu-FNL has operated mainly within Burundi, where it has limited sanctuaries, but 
has been able to put up a constant pressure on primarily the population of the capital. Palipehutu-FNL 
has strong support from Hutu refugees in camps in Tanzania. Since 2001, the use of foreign bases has in 
fact become increasingly uncommon even for the groups that previously utilised them. This is largely due 
to the fact that the conflict in DRC was coming to an end. Subsequently thousands of rebel fighters 
previously based in eastern DRC filtered back into Burundi, along with numerous Rwandan rebels, thus 
expanding the domestic areas affected by the fighting. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5161998 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Burundi  
 
Startdate * 03/14/1997 
 
Enddate * 05/26/2008 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
On 26 May 2008 a ceasefire agreement was signed, reaffirming the parties' commitment to the 2006 
agreement. On 4 December a new peace agreement was signed, removing the last obstacle for the 
transformation of Palipehutu-FNL into a political party. The agreement finally terminated the Burundi 
conflict. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
President Buyoya (UPRONA) Tutsi 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Palipehutu - FNL 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
entire country – from bases in Tanzania originally – also fighting in the DRC 
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Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
3 
 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
4 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
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CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Buyoya adopted a policy of all out war against the Hutu rebels, increasing defense expenditure by 70% 
over 1996 and forcing Hutu peasants into “regroupment” camps to separate them from rebels (and, 
ostensibly to “protect” them).  Civilians were raped, killed, and tortured in a “massive campaign of military 
violence” (Arnold p. 67).  Collective punishment used heavily after 1996.  After 1998, Buyoya tried to 
incorporate rebels politically, but fighting continued. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
55000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
Hard to find sources that distinguish between civilian causalities and rebel causalities for this 
dyad.  
 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
8500 
 
**Original coder put the number of troops at 8500. I find sources from IMF and the International 
Crisis Group at 2000 and 1450.    
 
Sources: 
 International Monetary Fund. (2004). Burundi: Selected Issues and Statistical Appendix  
 
International Crisis Group (1999) as cited in Canada: Immigration and Refugee Board of 
Canada, Burundi: Party for the Liberation of the Hutu People-PALIPEHUTU (Parti pour la libération du 
peuple Hutu), including the date of its creation, founders, its involvement in human rights abuses and its 
links with the rebels Hutus and how its members are treated by the actual government , 1 June 
2000, BDI34391.E, available at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6ad4c74.html [accessed 13 June 
2019] 
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RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
2 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
NA 
 
Hard to find sources that distinguish between civilian causalities and rebel causalities for this 
dyad.  
 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
0 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu 
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ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
0 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
 
24 
 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Brogan 1998. 
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Arnold, G. 2008. Historical dictionary of civil wars in Africa. Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 
 
Frame, I., Ed. 2010. Africa south of the Sahara, 2011. 40th edition. London: Routledge. 
 
Prunier, G. 1995.  The Rwanda crisis: History of a genocide. New York: Columbia University Press. 
 
UCDP 2010. 

 
 
Notes * 
Maintain variable: 24 months and counting... 
 
Asst Sanctuary: Palipehutu-FNL has operated mainly within Burundi, where it has limited sanctuaries, but 
has been able to put up a constant pressure on primarily the population of the capital. Palipehutu-FNL 
has strong support from Hutu refugees in camps in Tanzania. Since 2001, the use of foreign bases has in 
fact become increasingly uncommon even for the groups that previously utilised them. This is largely due 
to the fact that the conflict in DRC was coming to an end. Subsequently thousands of rebel fighters 
previously based in eastern DRC filtered back into Burundi, along with numerous Rwandan rebels, thus 
expanding the domestic areas affected by the fighting. 

552

Sullivan, PL and J Karreth. 2019. Strategies and Tactics in Armed Conflict (STAC) Case Notes vol. 1  



Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5171963 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Rwanda 
 
Startdate *  
11/25/1963 
 
Enddate *  
02/01/1964 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
Union Nationale Rwandaise (UNAR)—Tutsi 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 

 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
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2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
2 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
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over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
In response to persecution by the government, Tutsi rebels and refugees in neighboring camps carried 
out a series of attacks against the Rwandan government beginning in 1963. The majority of these rebels 
were a part of Union Nationale Rwandaise (UNAR). In response to these attacks, the government 
conducted a violent counterinsurgency strategy targeted at killing all Tutsis, including civilians. The most 
violent of genocidal massacres began in December 1963 and lasted until early 1964. As many as 10,000 
Tutsis were slaughtered between December and January alone. Additionally during this time, the 
government arrested and executed roughly 20 UNAR leaders.  
 
 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
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TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
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1) Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York: Routledge. 
 
2) Sambinis 
 
3) Kimonyo, Jean-Paul. 2016. Rwanda’s Popular Genocide: A Perfect Storm. Lynne Rienner Publishers: 
Boulder, CO. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
5171990 (FRM ID: 2201990517) 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Rwanda 
 
Startdate * 10/1/1990 
 
Enddate * 8/4/1993 – Arusha Accords (the last time) 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
MRND – Habyarimana (Hutus) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
RPF (Rwandan Patriotic Front) and other Tutsi groups 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
NO 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
northern, near the Ugandan border, as well as the capital, Kigalli. (The northern half of the 
country). 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
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considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
75% 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
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CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
Initial RPF force repelled with help of French Army (within a month).  Gov’t staged a fake attack 
by rebels to garner int’l support.  Once rebels regrouped under Kagame, it became a guerilla war. 
Gov’t used fake attack to implement massive arrests.   Masacres begun (foreshadowing of 1994).  
Gov’t using terrorist attacks and massacres to stifle democratization.   Cycles of violence resulted 
after each negotiation in the peace process.  Regime lost moral ground by using this strategy. 
 
 New ForceDescrip: 2,500 RPF guerillas crossed Ugandan border into Rwanda in late 
1990. International support and troops came in from France and Belgium to help the Rwandan 
government. Hutu peasants in response to government ruses and propaganda began massacring 
their Tutsi neighbors in 1991, and MRNDD militants began massacring civilians in waves after 
each failed attempt at peace negotiations. President signed Arusha Accord in 08/1993, 
temporarily putting an end to the massacres. 
 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
50,000 (Prunier) 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
20,000 (EACD) 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
3 
 
RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
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ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
1 -NRA deserters, meaning they are Ugandan Tutsis.  This is not externally sponsored because 
they came from Rwanda originally. 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
0 (they stole it from the NRA) 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
1 -they did retreat to Uganda 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
0? 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
Tutsi 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
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0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
27 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
3 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
8 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
EACD. 2009. 
 
Prunier, G. 1998. The Rwanda crisis: History of a genocide. London: Hurst & Co. 
 
RAND. 2010. 
 
New Sources: 

1) Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York: 
Routledge. 

 
2) Sambinis 

 
Notes * 
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Total battle deaths (1990-1993) 
Brogan – 10,000 
CLOD – 10,000 
Sarkees – 2,000 
CSP confict cases – 15,000 
UCDP database = 7,000 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please 
note that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual 
start date of a conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this 
Conflict ID to reflect the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started 
in 1978, please provide 7001978 as the ID.) 
5171994 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Rwanda 
 
Startdate *  
04/06/1994 
 
Enddate *  
07/19/1994 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
MRND – Habyarimana dead (Hutu hardliners) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
RPF (Tutsi) 
 
Rebel2 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or 
reversing a coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES 
(=1), do not continue coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the 
Conflict_Cases document. If NO coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the 
variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was 
concentrated. Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or 
administrative district in the conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the 
country, south of the capital to the border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur 
region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the county, enter “entire country”.  
entire country 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing 
significant violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be 
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considered significant if battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in 
a region, civilians were killed by government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel 
attacks occurred regularly in a region. Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 
75% 
4 
 
IGO * 1 
 
IGOname * UNAMIR 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to 
Enddate. Even in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force 
model, if the majority of the conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded 
as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary 
use of ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air 
support) 2 Heavy force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized 
units (may include strategic bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing 
(FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly 
forces. […] It is planned and executed to support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly 
integrated at the tactical level with the fire and maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support can be provided by any unit of the 
armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally coordinated bombing of 
military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see 
definition above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is 
defined as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, 
sanctuary, and other types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or 
separate combatants from noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing 
medical care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 
Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the 
insurgents play in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 
Extensive 
1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement 
play in the government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation 
data. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
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CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian 
deaths in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
1 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians 
as direct objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and 
noncombatants in their military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in 
armed resistance against regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
3 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in 
strategy over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different 
military units, different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to 
provide clarification on the variables coded above. 
Gov’t strategy after Habyarimana’s death focused on genocide as a way to eliminate opposition 
and turn the population against itself.  Used state radio for propoganda, militias and Interahamwe 
for killling.  Most killing done by machetes.  Disproportionate use of force, but also bad tactic 
(repression, collective punishment).  This backfired in a big way because while the Interahamwe 
was busy slaughtering people, the RPF regrouped and easily defeated the Hutu regime.  Gov’t 
failed to recognize the difference between the civil war and the genocide. 
 New ForceDescrip: 

Following the assassination of President Habyarimana, Hutu militants publicly blamed the 
Tutsi and began the genocide of Rwandan Tutsis. Hutu civilians, militia members, and 
soldier killed 800,000 Tutsi civilians and Hutu sympathizers between April and June 
1994. Because its entire counterinsurgency strategy was based on targeting civilians and 
ethnic cleansing, the Rwandan Hutu government failed to protect its control of the capital 
of Kigali. Thus by mid-June, the capital fell to the RPF, who installed an interim 
government in July 1994. 

 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of 
regular military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the 
conflict. When exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the 
military units. If even estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and 
ambiguous information, NumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
300,000 interahamwe + (FAR put at 40-50,000, militias at 50,000) 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 
More than 30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, 
RebelNumTrps is coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
25,000 (Prunier) 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. 
Coding: 0 less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 
troops 4 More than 30,000 troops 
3 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter 
numbers without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of 
ranges (750 instead of 500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. 
Coding: 1 primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external 
actors 2 primarily externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic 
opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or 
advise the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the 
rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to 
assist the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for 
the rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or 
cultural heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among 
communities (ethnicities) who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those 
communities and the state” (Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts 
“hold irreconcilable visions of the identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek 
to control a state whose identity all sides accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” 
(Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel 
fighters to the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group 
names that are listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter 
NA. 
Tutsi 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary 
feature of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and 
systematically invoke religion as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 
2003: 57). 
0 
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ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with 
alignments across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political 
order, but their primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or 
religious groups. 
0 
 
ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and 
the insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred 
before, enter NA. 
0 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
2 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its 
military conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government 
negotiated a settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., 
a power-sharing agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries 
at the end of the conflict 4 Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
4 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict 
(i.e. at Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; 
political wings of rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians 
associated with the previous regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous 
rebels and previous incumbents began sharing political power in a joint government at the end of 
the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
4 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the 
conflict (Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, 
when the regime remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
48 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and 
remained in the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source 
citations are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
 
EACD. 2009. 
Prunier, G. 1998. The Rwanda crisis: History of a genocide. London: Hurst & Co. 
RAND. 2010. 
 

New Sources:  
Ciment, James. 2006. Encyclopedia of Conflicts Since World War II. 2nd Ed. New York: 
Routledge. 
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Notes * 
Cannot find government or rebel casualties.  Most death figures are genocide figures. 
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Conflict Cases Research Journal 
 
* Required 

 

1. Conflict identifiers 
 
Conflict ID * Which conflict from the list of Conflict Cases is this? Please provide ConYr. (Please note 
that ConYr may have to be adjusted based on new start dates: if you find that the actual start date of a 
conflict diverges from the one provided in the Conflict Cases list, please update this Conflict ID to reflect 
the correct start year. E.g. if the Afghanistan conflict 7001980 actually started in 1978, please provide 
7001978 as the ID.) 
5171997 
 
ConflictCountry * In which country did the conflict occur? 
Rwanda 
 
Startdate * 10/01/1997 
 
Enddate * 12/17/2002 
 
Comments on start- and enddate. Insert comments on problems/ambiguities with the start- and 
enddates of the conflict here. 
Startdate (see Prunier p. 193).  Enddate: Kagame and Kabila signed agreement on July 30, 2002.  By 
late 2002, it appeared as if the accord would hold, as Rwanda had withdrawn their troops from DRC 
territory, while Kabila's government had started to disarm and repatriate Hutu rebels. In May 2003 a 
referendum on a new constitution was held and in November there were general elections. The 
Democratic Liberation Forces of Rwanda (FDLR) military commander Paul Rwarakabije was repatriated 
to Rwanda in November 2003. And in 2005 FDLR declared ceasefire and promised to start disarmament. 
(UCDP)  
 
IncGov * Provide the name of the incumbent government/regime (head of gov't/regime, party) 
RPF (Rwandan Patriotic Front) 
 
Rebel1 * Provide the names of the opposition group(s), rebel group(s) and other actors that were 
identified as opposing the central government 
ALiR (Army for the Liberation of Rwanda) 
 
Rebel2 
FDLR (Democratic Force for the Liberation of Rwanda) 
 
Rebel3 
 
Rebel4 
 
Coup * Is this conflict best described as a coup? Is the government defending itself against or reversing a 
coup -- rather than a case in which there is an armed insurgent movement? If YES (=1), do not continue 
coding this case for now and mark the case’s status as “Coup” in the Conflict_Cases document. If NO 
coup (=0), and an insurgency is present, continue coding the variables below. 
0 
 
Region * Geographic region of the country in which the rebels and/or the fighting was concentrated. 
Depending on the conflict this could be the name of a province, state, or administrative district in the 
conflict country, a description (e.g., “primarily the southern half of the country, south of the capital to the 
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border with Pakistan”), or a named region (e.g., the Darfur region of Sudan). If dispersed throughout the 
county, enter “entire country”.  
mostly in eastern DRC (the Kivus), but also in NW Rwanda 
 
Concentration * Estimate the percentage of the geographic area of the country experiencing significant 
violence related to the conflict at any point during the conflict. Violence should be considered significant if 
battles/clashes between the rebels and government forces took place in a region, civilians were killed by 
government or rebel forces in a region, or government or rebel attacks occurred regularly in a region. 
Coding: 1 Less than 25% 2 25-50% 3 50-75% 4 More than 75% 
1 
 
IGO * Dummy variable set to 1 if an intergovernmental organization (NATO, UN, etc...) organized, 
participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned a military intervention to maintain the regime. 
1 
 
IGOname * Name of the IGO mission that organized, participated in, sponsored, or sanctioned the 
military intervention to maintain the regime (if any). 
MONUC (UN) 
 
 

2. Counterinsurgency characteristics 
Note: These variables should be coded in reference to the entire conflict, from Startdate to Enddate. Even 
in conflict in which the government began COIN operations with a light force model, if the majority of the 
conflict featured a heavy force model, this variable should be coded as 2. 
 
ForceModel * Primary type of force used by government troops. Coding: 1 Light force: Primary use of 
ground combat units that do not include large military equipment (may include close air support) 2 Heavy 
force: Primarily large-unit, concentrated firepower combat with mechanized units (may include strategic 
bombing) Close air support is defined as “air action by fixed-wing (FW) and rotary-wing (RW) aircraft 
against hostile targets that are in close proximity to friendly forces. […] It is planned and executed to 
support ground tactical units. CAS execution is tightly integrated at the tactical level with the fire and 
maneuver of supported ground forces.” (Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Publication 3-09.3). Close air support 
can be provided by any unit of the armed forces. Strategic bombing is defined as the massive, centrally 
coordinated bombing of military and civilian targets for strategic purposes, usually conducted by an air 
force. 
1 
 
StrategicAir * What role did strategic bombing play in the government’s military strategy? (see definition 
above). Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 

 
Resettle * What role did resettlement play in the government’s military strategy? Resettlement is defined 
as the forced relocation of civilian populations to deny guerillas access to resources, sanctuary, and other 
types of support; provide greater security for noncombatants; and/or separate combatants from 
noncombatants. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivAction * What role did projects intended to improve the material well-being of play in the 
government’s military strategy? Examples: building schools, roads, bridges, hospitals; providing medical 
care, clean water or electricity; and creating jobs for local residents. Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 
4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivSecure * What role did attempts to protect noncombatantfs from harm caused by the insurgents play 
in the government’s military strategy? Coding: 1 None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
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1 
 
Decap * What role did attempts to capture and kill the top leader(s) of the insurgent movement play in the 
government’s military strategy? Compare this variable to Jenna Jordan’s decapitation data. Coding: 1 
None 2 Minor 3 Moderate 4 Extensive 
1 
 
CivKill * Did mass killing of civilians occur? Mass killing is defined as > 50,000 intentional civilian deaths 
in a campaign (within <6 years) (Valentino et al. 2004) Coding: 0 No 1 Yes 
0 
 
CivTarget * To what extent did the military forces of the government intentionally select civilians as direct 
objects of attack or consistently fail to discriminate between combatants and noncombatants in their 
military operations? Combatants are defined as individuals that engage in armed resistance against 
regime forces. Coding: 1 Rarely 2 Moderately 3 Extensively 
2 
 
ForceDescrip * A narrative description of the type of force used by the government. Describe the 
strategy (or strategies) that the government used to counter the domestic threat. Note changes in strategy 
over time and major differences between the strategies and tactics used by different military units, 
different governments, or in different regions. This space can also be used to provide clarification on the 
variables coded above. 
Very repressive.  Tried to kill ex-FAR preventatively.  Cut down large plantations and other agricultural 
land to prevent ambushes, increasing food insecurity of population.  Invaded the DRC to stop ALiR. 
(Prunier p. 194) 
The Rwandan conflict and the conflict in the DRC cannot be separated.  These are cross border conflicts 
that reflect not only ethnic tension, but an indirect Rwanda/DRC war. 
Note* The ALiR is incorporated into the FDLR by 2001.  Originally two separate groups. 
 
NumTrps * Number of government troops at height of conflict. Measured as maximum number of regular 
military personnel (air, ground, and sea) under central government authority during the conflict. When 
exact numbers cannot be located, coders may estimate from information about the military units. If even 
estimates are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, NumTrps 
is coded as missing (enter NA) and only TrpCat is coded. 
60000 
 
TrpCat * Categorical measure of the number of government troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 less 
than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
 
GovCas * Number of government forces members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
 
RebelNumTrps * Estimated number of total troops on rebel side at height of conflict. If even estimates 
are unreliable because of a lack of data or contradictory and ambiguous information, RebelNumTrps is 
coded as missing (enter NA) and only RebelTrpCat is coded. 
30000 
 
RebelTrpCat * Categorical measure of the total number of rebel troops at height of conflict. Coding: 0 
less than 500 troops 1 500 to 2,999 troops 2 3,000 to 9,999 troops 3 10,000 to 29,999 troops 4 More than 
30,000 troops 
4 
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RebelCas * Number of rebels / opposition members killed during the conflict. Please enter numbers 
without any separators (i.e. 10000 instead of 10,000) and best guesses instead of ranges (750 instead of 
500-1000). If missing, enter NA. 
2000 
 
ThreatSource * Role of internal and external actors with regard to the rebels in the conflict. Coding: 1 
primarily internal conflict with minor to moderate level of support to rebels from external actors 2 primarily 
externally sponsored conflict with local insurgents 3 entirely domestic opposition (no external assistance). 
1 
 
TargHelp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state committed any military troops to assist or advise 
the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstCombat * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state engaged in combat to assist the rebels. 
0 
 
AsstArms * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided arms or other material aid to assist the 
rebels. 
1 
 
AsstEcon * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided economic support to the rebels. 
1 
 
AsstSanct * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided, on its territory, sanctuaries for the 
rebels. 
1 
 
TargSupp * Dummy variable coded 1 if any other state provided any type of support to assist the rebels. 
1 
 
ConflictEthnic * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ethnic conflict. Following a 
conventional definition, ethnic conflicts involve “groups that identify with a distinct ethnic or cultural 
heritage” (Regan 1996: 338). Ethnic wars have been defined as “wars among communities (ethnicities) 
who are in conflict over the power relationship that exists between those communities and the state” 
(Sambanis 2001: 261). Additionally, the groups in ethnic conflicts “hold irreconcilable visions of the 
identity, borders, and citizenship of the state. They do not seek to control a state whose identity all sides 
accept, but rather to redefine or divide the state itself” (Kaufman 1996: 138). 
1 
 
EthnicGroups * When applicable, name the primary ethnic group or groups contributing rebel fighters to 
the opposition movement. Separate group names with ;. Please try to use ethnic group names that are 
listed in http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/greg/groups.xls. If not applicable, enter NA. 
Hutu 
 
ConflictRelig * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a religious conflict. The primary feature 
of religious conflicts in this definition is that insurgent leaders frequently and systematically invoke religion 
as a motivation and justification for the conflict (cf. Juergensmeyer 2003: 57). 
0 
 
ConflictIdeol * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily an ideological conflict, with alignments 
across ethnic borders. Insurgents may strive for a different regime type and/or political order, but their 
primary aim does not contain the systematic exclusion of specific ethnic or religious groups. 
0 
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ConflictSecess * Dummy variable coded 1 if the conflict is primarily a secessionist conflict and the 
insurgents aim to create a separate state outside the current regime’s authority. 
0 
 
LastCW * Years since last civil war. Enter an integer number of years. If no civil war occurred before, 
enter NA. 
3 
 

Conflict outcome variables 
 
Win * Who won the conflict? 1 Counterinsurgents (government and/or intervener) 2 
Insurgents/rebels/rebel affiliates 3 Undecided 
1 
 
ConflictOutcome * Categorical variable that describes how the government terminated its military 
conflict. 0 Conflict ongoing. 1 Government militarily defeated the rebels. 2 Government negotiated a 
settlement that resulted in a compromise with the insurgents over governance (e.g., a power-sharing 
agreement). 3 The country was partitioned into two or more separate countries at the end of the conflict 4 
Rebels militarily defeated the government. 
2 
 
GovComp * GovComp Who was in control of the central government at the end of the conflict (i.e. at 
Enddate)? 1 Insurgents (the previous opposition; groups associated with the insurgents; political wings of 
rebels; etc.) 2 Government (the previous incumbent government; politicians associated with the previous 
regime; etc.) 3 Foreign intervener 4 Power-sharing: both previous rebels and previous incumbents began 
sharing political power in a joint government at the end of the conflict 5 Unclear: failing or failed state 
2 
 
Maintain * The number of months the government remained in power after the termination of the conflict 
(Enddate). This variable varies from zero, when the regime was never stabilized, to 60, when the regime 
remained in power for at least five years post-conflict. 
60 
 
MNF * Dummy variable coded 1 if a multinational peacekeeping force was established and remained in 
the conflict region after the termination of the conflict. 
1 
 
Sources * Sources Abbreviated identifier for each source used to code a case. The full source citations 
are provided with their identifying code below. Use Chicaco 15th B citation style. 
Global Security website. 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/para/fdlr.htm 
 
Human Rights Watch. 2009. You will be punished. 
http://www.hrw.org/es/node/87142/section/5 
 
Prunier, G. 2009. Africa’s World War: Congo, the Rwandan genocide, and the making of a continental 
catastrophe. Oxford University Press. 
 
UCDP database. 
http://www.ucdp.uu.se/gpdatabase/gpcountry.php?id=133&regionSelect=2-Southern_Africa 
 
Notes * 
Cannot find disaggregated battle deaths. 
Total battle deaths (from 1997-2002) are: 
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UCDP databse = 5,000 
Brogan = 10,000 
 
(ALiR battle death number is a low estimate for total rebel battle deaths). 
 
Rebel troop number is estimated from widely varying accounts: 
ALiR = 14,000 (Prunier) 
FDLR =  40,000 (EACD - Uppsala p. 307), 7-8,000 (Prunier) 
15-20,000 (globalsecurity) 
Arnold = 30,000 
 
 
For IGO and MNF coding: MONUC was mandated with repatriating Rwandan Hutu rebels even though it 
was a DRC based force. 
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